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Samaritan’s Purse 
volunteers are offering 
hope whereever they can 
after Nebraska’s floods. 
GRACE, 5B

Tips to the location of a 
wanted meth trafficker led 
to his arrest, and the ap-
prehension of two others 
with warrants.
 NEWS, 3A

Horizon Health and the 
Human Resources Center 
are working to integrate 
mental health services 
with primary care.
HEALTH, 7B

Daniel Rhoads moved 
from Edgar County to 
California and struck gold, 
but is most famous for 
his role in rescuing the 
Donner party. 
HISTORY, 3B

The Patchett family 
explores the country and 
encounters an interesting 
pastry tradition. 
C’EST LA VIE, 1B

Michigan State, led by 
Coach Tom Izzo, faces 
Texas Tech in the Final 
Four today in Minneapolis, 
followed by Virginia and 
Auburn.  SPORTS, 9A

Join the conversation 
and have fun with us on 
Facebook! Search for The 
Prairie Press and “like” us.
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Clean up or pay up
No more notices, police will only issue citations for junk properties from now on
BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

The City of Paris is mak-
ing dumpsters available to 
residents April 26 and 27 to 
promote a citywide cleanup.

Detective Eric Brown en-
couraged all residents to take 
advantage of this assistance 
by removing accumulated 
junk around their homes to 
avoid citations and going to 
court later.

“The process in place is 
when an officer sees junk in 
a yard they will take pho-
tographs and give written 
notice to the resident to 
cleanup,” said Brown, add-
ing the notice is a 10-day 
grace period allowing the 
resident time to correct the 
violation before a citation is 
issued. “That’s (the notice) 
a courtesy. We don’t have to 
give a notice. We can issue a 

citation upon seeing an in-
fraction.”

Brown emphasized resi-
dents are now in the grace 
period until the April 26 and 
April 27 cleanup and during 
the interim officers will not 
give notices or citations for 
junk and trash violations in 
expectation residents are tak-
ing steps to cleanup by using 
the free dumpster service. 
This is the only grace period 
for 2019.

A new approach to code 
enforcement starts April 28.

“This is the notice,” Brown 
said about his interview with 
The Prairie Press. “After the 
cleanup date if we see trash or 
get complaints about a prop-
erty, officers will go straight 
to writing citations.”

An ad in the March 30 is-
sue of The Prairie Press ex-
plains how the Spring Fling 

City Wide Beautification 
works. This event is for Paris 
city residents and proof of 
residency will be required in 
order to leave material in the 
dumpsters. 

Drop off time is 7 a.m.-7 
p.m. April 26 and April 27 at 
the city’s facilities on South 
Shore Drive. The city re-
serves the right to refuse any 
items considered unaccept-
able. 

Tires and consumer elec-
tronic devices like televisions 
are not allowed. Also pro-
hibited are: household trash, 
concrete, bricks, demolition 
materials, roofing materials, 
railroad ties, 4 by 4 boards 
and hazardous materials like 
cleaning fluids, chemicals, 
paint and pesticides.

Residents can dispose of 
scrap metal during the clean-
up. Appliances such as stoves, 

dishwashers and clothes dry-
ers are acceptable as are tire 
rims and other large pieces 
of metal. Acceptance of ap-
pliances like refrigerators, 
freezers and air condition-
ers are conditional upon the 
resident providing proof the 
fluorocarbon gasses used as 
a coolant were properly re-
moved and recaptured.

Household items like 
clothing, furniture, small ap-
pliance and unused lumber 
that is less than two feet long 
are all acceptable for disposal. 
Automobile batteries will be 
accepted, but dry cell type 
batteries will not.

Residents are responsi-
ble for hauling all items they 
want to throw away to the lo-
cation on South Shore Drive. 
The city is not providing a 
pickup service.

“We understand in the 

winter it is hard to get things 
done,” said Brown. “Spring is 
the time to get things cleaned 
up, and the city is doing ev-
erything it can to make it easy. 
I’d like to reach some people 
to let them know there is an 
alternative, and it is free.”

Brown again stressed the 
time between now and April 
27 is the only grace period 
residents have for cleaning 
up accumulated junk on their 
properties. 

“After this, it will be a cita-
tion without notice,” he said.

Getting a citation obligates 
the resident to make appear-
ances in city court until the 
issue is resolved, cleaning 
the property at their own 
expense and it can result in 
fines.

“We would all like to see 
the town look better,” said 
Brown.

NEW SYSTEM MAKES TRACKING VOTES EASIER

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Edgar County Clerk August Griffin used a new projection system to publicly show election results in nearly real time, 
replacing the slow and cumbersome system of handwriting the numbers on a chalkboard. Griffin was pleased with 
how the system worked and is ready to retire the big board. He added his office has joined the 21st Century.

Election ends an era
BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

The few visitors to the Edgar 
County Courthouse to watch elec-
tion results Tuesday night had a sur-
prise.

Missing from the rotunda was the 
giant chalkboard suspended from 
the back of the elevator shaft where, 
for decades, volunteers have posted 
precinct results. Instead, a projector 
flashed results against a wall in the 
downstairs courtroom. The system 
was set up to scroll through the var-
ious elections and show the results 
immediately as information updat-
ed.

“I’m thinking this is the way it’s 
going to go,” said August Griffin, Ed-
gar County Clerk and Recorder. “It’s 
a smoother and quicker process.”

He explained as the county’s elec-
tion vendor verified results that data 
was automatically fed into the pro-
jection system, ending the need to 
print out results for hand writing the 

numbers on the giant board.
“It’s served its time and purpose,” 

Griffin said regarding the big board.
He also expressed relief the chalk-

board is gone noting volunteers 
had to climb ladders and work on a 
makeshift scaffolding to post the in-
formation. While the structure was 
adequate to support a volunteer’s 
weight, Griffin was always worried 
about someone falling and sustain-
ing an injury because of a misstep. 

This is the second time Griffin 
tried projecting results of an elec-
tion. He said the first experiment 
was not satisfactory because it re-
quired somebody from his office to 
type a spreadsheet as each precinct 
was finalized, and that was not any 
faster than using the big board dis-
play in the rotunda. The automatic 
transfer of data used Tuesday eve-
ning was fast and the image created 
by the projector was sharp and clear 
to read.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Craig Smith is returning for a fifth 
term as Paris mayor. He said some 
top items for the next four years 
are improving quality of life issues 
for residents and developing more 
affordable housing options. Smith 
was photographed against the new 
projection system that automatically 
shows election results as they up-
date and replaces the hand written 
results on a giant tally board that 
was in use for decades.See PROJECTOR, Page 8A

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

There weren’t many contested 
races on the Edgar County ballots 
for the Tuesday, April 2, election, 
but they resulted in changes for 
some communities.

In Paris, Craig Smith returns as 
mayor after winning the challenge 
from Danny Briseno, 659 to 308.

The change for Paris is in the 
commissioner lineup. First-time 
candidate Drew Griffin was the 
top vote getter at 648. Incumbent 
commissioners returning to office 
are Harry Hughes, 614 votes; Jer-
ry Branson, 553 votes; and Steve 
Kemper, 548 votes to fill out the 
four-member council.

Incumbent commissioner Bob 
Boyer got 503 votes, but that was 
not enough to retain his seat on the 
council. Jacob DuCharme, anoth-
er first-time candidate, also failed 
to poll enough at 312 to secure a 
council chair.

Griffin decided to seek a city 
council position from a lifelong in-
terest in government and a desire to 
serve the community.

“It felt like the right time for me 
to get involved,” said Griffin. “Paris 
has tremendous potential, and it’s a 
place I want to be. I want to bring a 
fresh perspective to the city coun-
cil.”

Returning for his fifth term as 
mayor, Smith said it is important 
to build on past accomplishments 
while taking the city in some new 
directions. 

One priority he wants the new 
council to address is quality of life 
for residents. He acknowledged 
some opposition is likely from a 
conservative community when 
changes are proposed as a way of 
improving the quality of life. 

“Our job is to get out in front on 
the quality of life issues and lead the 
discussion,” said Smith. “You’ve got 
to make changes. You can’t grow 
without changes.”

Convincing people to move and 
live in Paris is the end goal of any 

Consolidated 
elections 
are bringing 
changes to 
communities

See ELECTIONS, Page 8A

Anhydrous leak gets multi-agency response
BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

KANSAS – An anhydrous 
leak at the Kansas Nutrien Ag 
Solutions facility briefly closed 
state Route 16 late Friday 
morning, April 5.

Kansas Police Chief Jeff 
Goodwin said the leak appar-
ently occurred while a nurse 
tank was being moved on the 
grounds of the business. He re-
sponded to the location as did 
the Kansas Volunteer Fire Pro-

tection District and the Kansas 
Ambulance. Also responding 
was Edgar County Sheriff Jeff 
Wood.

“Nutrien requested a haz-
mat response from the Paris 
Fire Department,” said Good-
win.

The chief emphasized no 
injuries occurred during the 
incident and the highway was 
quickly reopened when it was 
determined the leak posed no 

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Emergency responders were called to Nutrien Ag Solutions at Kansas Friday morning for a leak-
ing anhydrous ammonia nurse tank. Units at the scene included the Kansas Fire Department, 
the Kansas Ambulance, the Kansas Police Department, the Paris Fire Department and the Edgar 
County Sheriff’s Department. No injuries occurred and the tank was allowed to bleed off as the 
safest option.See LEAK, Page 8A



TODAY

BROCTON RED BARN MARKET
The 19th Brocton Red Barn 
Market featuring a juried event 
of more than 50 vendors is 8:30 
a.m.-3 p.m. today, April 6.  

HISTORICAL SOCIETY OPEN 
The Edgar County Historical 
Society is open from 10 a.m. to 3 
p.m. today and the first and third 
Saturdays of every month for 2019

SUNDAY

EGG HUNT
Shiloh Pre-Kindergarten and Part-
ners in Parenting are sponsoring a 
family egg hunt 5-6 p.m. Sunday, 
April 7, at Shiloh School. The event 
includes an egg hunt and supper.

MONDAY

COMMUNITY KITCHEN
The community kitchen serves 
from 4:30-6 p.m. every Monday, 
weather permitting, and exclusive 
of holidays, at the Human 
Resources Center, 118 E. Court 
Street, Paris. 

TUESDAY

EVENING TOPS MEETING
TOPS Illinois #2318 meets every 
Tuesday in the basement of the 
Presbyterian Church. Weigh-
in starts at 5:45 p.m. and the 
meeting is 7 p.m. Contact Janice 
Stevens at 217-808-0078 for 
more information.

WEIGHT WATCHERS MEETING
Weight Watchers meets every 
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JONAH FISH FRY AT SHILOH APR. 12
The Shiloh Class of 2020 is hosting a Jonah Fish Fry from 4-7 
p.m. Friday, April 12, in the school’s multi-purpose room. The 
dinner includes fish, coleslaw, green beans, bread, dessert and 
a drink. Adult tickets are $10 and children 5-10 are $6. Children 
younger than five eat free. Carryouts will be available with drive-
up in the circle drive in front of the school. Tickets are available 
from any Shiloh junior or at the door. In addition, chances to win 
a 50/50 raffle drawing will also be sold. All proceeds from the 
fish fry go toward class expenses. For questions or advance tick-
et sales contact Terry Sullivan or Amy Nickell at 217-887-2364.

SHARE YOUR EVENT
Community events are published for free as space allows.  
For inclusion in the community calendar, submit the name of the 
event, a brief description of it, location, cost to attend (if any), a 
contact name and phone number/email for the public. To submit:

Email: nzeman@prairiepress.net
Mail: Community Calendar, 101 N. Central, Paris, Ill., 61944
Questions? call 217-921-3216.

DON’T MISS

PLAN YOUR WEEK

LOCAL FORECAST

 TODAY SUNDAY MONDAY  TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

70   54
Prec: 0%

72   57
Prec: 70%

71   50
Prec: 0%

73   46
Prec: 0%

65   49
Prec: 20%

60   41
Prec: 30%

55   36
Prec: 0%

TODAY — Patchy morning fog gives way to 
a partly sunny and pleasant day with highs 
near 70.

SUNDAY — Mostly cloudy and breezy with 
showers and scattered thunderstorms. 
Highs remain in the lower 70s.

MONDAY — Highs reach the lower 70s once 
again despite mostly cloudy skies.

Values are afternoon highs ... overnight lows (next morning) ... chance for precipitation. 

ALMANAC SUN AND MOON
 Sun Moon
 Rise Set  Rise Set
TODAY 6:28 a.m. 7:20 p.m. 7:28 a.m. 8:44 p.m.

FRIDAY 6:26 a.m. 7:21 p.m. 7:58 a.m. 9:47 p.m.

SATURDAY 6:24 a.m. 7:22 p.m. 8:32 a.m. 10:50 p.m.

SUNDAY 6:23 a.m. 7:23 p.m. 9:10 a.m. 11:54 p.m.

MONDAY 6:21 a.m. 7:24 p.m. 9:54 a.m. --

TUESDAY 6:20 a.m. 7:25 p.m. 10:45 a.m. 12:56 p.m.

WEDNESDAY 6:18 a.m. 7:26 p.m. 11:44 a.m. 1:54 a.m.

Paris through noon Tuesday.

Temperature
High/Low . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 60°/39°
Record High . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 83° in 1929
Record Low. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20° in 1982

Precipitation
Month to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .0.17”
Normal month to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.74”
Year to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .11.84”
Normal year to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8.37”

NORMAL:    High: 60   Low: 39     More weather: go to www.prairiepress.net and click on weather. 

EVERETT LAU
Weather  

Prognosticator 

ACCURACY CHECKS
Everyone makes mistakes.  

We strive to make fewer of 
them.  It is our policy to check 
every story for its accuracy. 
If you were contacted for an 
article and the information 
wasn’t verified, please contact 
Publisher Nancy Zeman at 
217-921-3216 or nzeman@
prairiepress.net. 

If you spot a factual error,  
let us know that, too. 

BE A PART OF OUR PAPER
We invite our readers and the 

Edgar County community to 
join the discussion to make your 
newspaper better. 

We’d love to hear what you 
think. Drop us an email or stop 
by the office.

Have you got a news tip? 
Call us at 217-921-3216, email 
us at nzeman@prairiepress.net 
or ghenry@prairiepress.net or 
message us on Facebook. 

We always welcome family, 
club, church and community 
news for publication in The Prai-
rie Press/Paris Beacon-News. 

TALK BACK

ABOUT US

Business office: 101 N. Central 
Ave., Paris, IL  61944

Office hours: 8:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m.
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submissions are due 5 p.m. 

Wednesday prior to the Satur-
day publication.  Advertising 
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to the Saturday publication. 

The Prairie Press is published  
weekly on Saturday by Prairie 
Beacon LLC and is delivered to 
residents in and around Edgar 
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Coles County, Ill. The publisher 
assumes no liability through 
typographical error, and in no 
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Beacon LLC. All rights reserved. 
Reproduction in whole or in part 
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Tuesday in the basement of the 
Edgar County Farm Bureau build-
ing, 210 W. Washington, Paris. 
Weigh-in starts at 5 p.m. and 
the meeting begins at 5:30 p.m. 
Information about the Weight 
Watchers system is available at 
www.weightwatchers.com, or by 
attending a meeting.

THURSDAY

MORNING TOPS MEETINGS
TOPS #IL 1563 meets every 
Thursday morning at the Highland 
Manor Community Room with 
weigh-ins beginning at 8 a.m. and 
the meeting starting at 9 a.m. 
More information is available by 
attending a meeting or calling Jo 
Ellen Edmonds at 251-4722.

APRIL IN PARIS GARDEN 
SEMINAR
The annual April in Paris Garden 
Seminar is 8:45 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
April 11 at Cornerstone Baptist 
Church. Topics covered include 
Wildflowers for the Home Garden, 

Tree Health Care and Pruning 
and Designing with Hostas. The 
$25 fee includes breakfast and 
all materials. Register by phoning 
217-465-8585 or online at go-illi-
nois.edu/aprilinparis. 

EUCHRE NIGHT
The monthly euchre night is 
6:30-9 p.m., April 11, at the Red 
Oak Inn, 219 West Madison, 
Paris.

100 YEARS OF FOOD CHANGES
University of Illinois Extension 
Educator Mary Liz Wright pres-
ents “From Red Flannel Hash to 
Roasted Brussel Sprouts: How 
Food Has Changed in the Last 
100 Years” 6:30 p.m. April 11 at 
the Marshall Public Library. This 
program highlights food trends, 
the globalization of food and 
changes in food safety practices 
over the last 100 years. Registra-
tion is recommended for this free 
program by calling the library, 
217-826-2535, or online at www.
marshallillibrary.com.

VFW AUXILIARY DINNER
The weekly VFW Auxiliary dinner 
is 5-7 p.m. at the post home on 
West Court Street. This week’s 
menu is beef stew or ham and 
beans, cornbread and slaw or 
applesauce or jello . The cost 
is $5. Drinks are 50 cents and 
dessert is $1.

UPCOMING

EASTER EGG HUNT
An Easter Egg Hunt for children 
ages 0-4 and 5 to 8 is 10 a.m. 
April 13 at Burnsides Community 
Health Center, Marshall. Children 
can collect eggs for prizes and 
candy and have pictures taken 
with the Easter Bunny. This is a 
rain or shine event.

VFW STEAK DINNER
The monthly VFW Auxiliary steak 
supper is 5-7 p.m. at the post 
home on West Court Street. 

SPRING BREAK ACTIVITY
Paris Public Library celebrates 
the beginning of spring break 
with an activity for elementary 
students. Craft and More, with 
an under the sea theme, is 
10:30 a.m. Monday, April 15. Call 
217-463-3950, come in, or email 
read@parispubliclibrary.org to 
register.

RIGHTER TOWN HALL MEETING
Senator Dale Righter (R-Mat-
toon) is hosting a town hall 
meeting to provide an update 
on the spring legislative session 
and discuss matters before the 
Illinois legislature 6-7 p.m. April 
17 at Harlan Hall, Marshall. 

BOOK CHAT AT MARSHALL 
LIBRARY
The next book chat at the 
Marshall Public Library is 10:30 
a.m. April 17 featuring “Home 
for Unwanted Girls,” by Joanna 
Goodman. Call 217-826-2535 or 
visit www.marshallillibrary.com.

FREE MOVIE
The First Christian Church is 
sponsoring free daily show-
ings of the film “Balto” at the 
Paris Theatre during the Paris 95 
school district spring break. Daily 
screenings are 10 a.m. April 15, 
16 and 17.

SCHOLARSHIP DEADLINE
A.B.A.T.E. Heritage Trail Chapter 
is currently accepting applica-
tions for the 2019 scholarship. 
Eligibility is open to members of 
all branches of the armed forces 
or their children and grandchil-
dren. Applicants must submit an 
essay describing their academic 
achievements, community 
organizations, future educational 
goals and their connection to 
the military either personally 
or through a family member. All 
applications must be submitted 
to Abate Heritage Trail Chapter, 
P.O. Box 417, Marshall, Ill. 62441. 
The deadline to do so is April 17

Paris • 101 S. Central Ave. • 465-6381

firstmid.com

What can you 
expect with a home 
loan from First Mid? 
•  EASE OF APPLYING ONLINE! 

•  VARIETY OF FINANCING OPTIONS

•  Personal service from a LOCAL 
KNOWLEDGEABLE LENDER.

Visit our Online
Mortgage Center at 
FIRSTMID.COM

Darla McClure
Retail Loan Officer
NMLS#1786317
dmcclure@firstmid.com
217-465-0211

Return coupon to Darla at First Mid and receive this special offer.

FREE APPRAISAL
with a new First Mid Purchase Mortgage Application.

UP TO $400 CREDIT.

SUBJECT TO TERMS AND APPROVAL. 
ONE DISCOUNT OFFER PER CUSTOMER. 

MAXIMUM CREDIT $400.

OFFER GOOD FOR OWNER-
OCCUPIED PURCHASE 

MORTGAGE APPLICATIONS 
RECEIVED THROUGH 12/31/2019.

Rib-eye, Potato, Toast, 
Full Salad & Dessert Bar
Tea - Lemonade - Coffee

VFW Auxiliary 3601
601 W. Court, Paris, IL

VFW Auxiliary 3601

Saturday, April 13th    
5 - 7 p.m.
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SHRED
C O M M U N I T Y

I N  H O N O R  O F  
E A R T H  D A Y

DAY
Drop your shredding by your local bank

 and we will ensure
 safe and secure shredding on us!

Please call your local location for drop offs of more
 than 2 boxes / garbage bags full.

BANKPROSPECT.COM

The CARE Collation will be partnering with 
Prospect Bank to collect expired 

or unused medications. 
Drop off will be behind the bank in Paris.

Wind energy is a 
weather-proof cash crop 
paying more than $245 
million to American 
farmers annually.

Wind farms provide 
farmers with another 
opportunity to 
capture value from 
their land’s natural 
resources while 
enabling traditional 
farming practices 
to continue.

Residential • Commercial    
Industrial • Waste Removal

   217-465-3335     
www.ingrumwastedisposal.com
“Where service makes the difference” 

THINK SPRING!!  
We have a small dumpster just for you to do spring cleaning!

Larkfield  Glass

Saturday, April 13th

(217) 251-1987

West from Paris on 133 / North on 
1200E / West 3 miles on 1200N

Live Glass Blowing 9 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Open 
House

Enjoy glassblowing and choose a one-of-a-kind 
gift for someone special. We can personalize a 

special gift with engraving or etching.

ADVERTISING:
The engine of this free

I’ll do it all, just ask!
*Deck cleaning/staining * Fencing 

* Tear outs * Trim work * Drywall * Small 
excavation/land clearing * Demolition

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

A tip provided to the Edgar 
County Sheriff ’s Department 
resulted in the apprehension 
of three people wanted on 
warrants.

The information given to 
the department Thursday, 
March 28, was about the 
house located at 1613 South 
Central, Paris, the residence 
of Christopher L. Asbury, 38, 
and law enforcement had a 
warrant for his arrest.

Officers from the Paris 
Police Department joined 
sheriff department personnel 
in establishing surveillance 
of the property. During the 
course of the surveillance, 
numerous people were ob-
served entering and leaving 
the property and additional 
information was obtained 
confirming Asbury was pres-
ent. 

At approximately 11:18 
p.m. officers made entry into 

the house.
Asbury was arrested on the 

Edgar County warrant for de-
livery of methamphetamine, 
and he was also charged with 
possession of methamphet-
amine at the time of arrest.

The others arrested were 
Dallas E. Peterson, 38, Paris, 
and Gwyneth F. Blair, 18, Paris. 
Peterson was taken into custo-
dy on an Edgar County failure 
to appear warrant, and Blair 
had an outstanding warrant 
from Douglas County.

“The community is really 
stepping up,” said Deputy Dee 
Burgin. “I’m amazed by how 
everybody is pulling together 
and providing us these tips.”

He added there are two 
main ways the public can help 
local law enforcement. It’s im-
possible for officers to be ev-
erywhere so when suspicious 
activity is observed citizens 
should call either the sheriff ’s 
department at 465-4166 or 
the Paris Police Department 

at 465-6351.
Such reports may not rise 

to the legal challenge needed 
for immediate action by law 
enforcement but they do help 
investigators establish a pat-
tern of activity in building a 
case for future action.

The other way to help is 
by watching the Edgar Coun-
ty Sheriff ’s Facebook page 
for when new warrants are 
posted. Calls providing infor-
mation regarding the where-
abouts of wanted people gives 
the authorities more leeway in 
going to a location.

“We knew where he (As-
bury) lived and had just got-
ten the warrant for him when 
the tip came in,” said Burgin. 
“I think it was the amount of 
foot traffic to the house that 
prompted the calls.”

Asbury has an extensive 
criminal history of felony con-
victions dating to 2000, and he 
has received multiple prison 
sentences for aggravated bat-

tery, possession of controlled 
substance, possession of meth-
amphetamine, possession of 
methamphetamine precursors 
and aggravated driving while 
suspended. 

Peterson’s failure to appear 
warrant is in his unresolved 
Edgar County case with a 
Class 3 felony possession of 
methamphetamine charge 
and a Class A misdemeanor 
possession of drug parapher-
nalia charge.

Douglas County wanted 
Blair for a Class 3 felony pos-
session of methamphetamine 
charge. She also has an unre-
solved case in Edgar County 
involving a Class 3 felony pos-
session of methamphetamine 
charge, a Class A misdemean-
or possession of drug para-
phernalia charge and a Class A 
misdemeanor unlawful use of 
a weapon charge. 

“I just want the community 
to keep up the good work,” said 
Burgin.

Crime tip leads to three arrests

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

The Edgar County Sheriff’s 
Department reports two more 
people have been arrested 
thanks to a tip called to the de-
partment.

About 4:20 p.m. Friday, 
March 29, the department re-
ceived a call reporting Gage 
Chandler was observed en-
tering a house in Kansas. The 
caller had seen on the depart-
ment’s Facebook page that a 
warrant existed for Chandler.

A Kansas police officer es-
tablished surveillance of the 
residence at 401 North Front 
Street until deputies arrived. 
Law enforcement from both 

departments gained entry into 
the house and arrested Chan-
dler without incident on a 
failure to appear warrant. Fos-
ter Miller was also in the resi-
dence, and he was arrested on a 
failure to appear warrant.

Chandler failed to appear 
for a motion to vacate jail 
time attached to his probation 
sentences for a Class A mis-
demeanor domestic battery 
conviction and a Class A mis-
demeanor resisting a peace of-
ficer conviction. 

His failure to appear result-
ed in the court imposing a 
four-day jail sentence without 
bond.

Miller failed to appear for a 

status check involving multiple 
unresolved charges including 
a Class 4 felony illegal posses-
sion of hypodermic syringe, 
a Class A misdemeanor retail 
theft, a Class A misdemeanor 
possession of hypodermic sy-
ringe, a Class A misdemeanor 
aggravated assault, a Class B 
misdemeanor criminal tres-
pass to land and a Class C 
misdemeanor assault. This is at 
least the second time a failure 
to appear warrant has been is-
sued in some of those cases.

“The community once again 
stepped up and helped law 
enforcement,” said Sheriff Jeff 
Wood. “We are thankful for the 
help. We have said it once and 

Effective tips lead to more arrests
will say it again, teamwork yields 
results.”

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

Several law enforcement 
agencies joined forces March 
21 to do compliance checks of 
registered sex offenders living 
in Edgar County.

The purpose of the checks 
is to make sure registered sex 
offenders are actually living at 
the addresses they report to lo-
cal authorities. 

“This is the first one in about 
four years,” said Sheriff Jeff 
Wood.

He added a big one-day 
check to verify as many offend-
ers as possible was previously a 
regular occurrence, but for rea-
sons unknown it got shunted 
aside. 

Wood expressed hope the 
participating agencies will 
continue pooling resources to 
once again make compliance 
checks a regular operation.

Law enforcement agencies 
participating in the sweep 
included the Edgar County 
Sheriff’s Department, the Paris 
Police Department, the Chris-
man Police Department, the 
Kansas Police Department, the 
Illinois State Police Zone 5 In-
vestigations and the U.S. Mar-
shals Service.

A total of 69 registered sex 
offenders were targeted and 
53 were confirmed as living at 
the addresses listed with the 
authorities, and 16 follow up 

Sex offender compliance check conducted
verifications were needed.

Wood explained the follow 
ups were because the people 
the police were checking did 
not happen to be home at the 
time of the visit. He said most 
of the 16 have since contacted 
the authorities and confirmed 
their addresses.

The compliance check did 
result in one person being tak-

en to the jail for non-compli-
ance.

Zone 5 investigators later 
informed Wood a case of one 
of the two non-compliant of-
fenders revealed by the search 
has been turned over to the 
Marshals Service for additional 
investigation under the federal 
Adam Walsh statute requiring 
sex offender registration.

Edgar County’s only
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BY SUZANNE WILLIAMS
swilliamsprairiepress@gmail.com

Individuals appearing be-
fore the bench for the March 
25 and March 28 criminal and 
traffic calls in Edgar County 
Circuit Court were:

IN CUSTODY
nKaden Garner, 18, Paris, 

appeared in custody. He was 
charged with a Class 3 felony 
aggravated battery. The public 
defender was appointed, bond 

was set at $30,000 and the mat-
ter continued for the prelimi-
nary hearing. He was ordered 
to have no contact with the 
apparent victim and remanded 
to custody pending posting of 
bond.
nMichael A. Starr, 32, Paris, 

appeared in custody and was 
charged with a Class 4 felony 
reckless discharge of a firearm 
and a Class A misdemeanor 
possession of a firearm without 
a FOID card. Bond was set at 
$10,000. The matter was con-
tinued for a first appearance 

Court news from March 25 and 28
with counsel. He was remand-
ed to custody pending posting 
of bond.
nVern A. Stone, 53, Shirki-

eville, Ind., appeared in custo-
dy of the Clark County Sher-
iff’s Department. He denied 
a petition to revoke his con-
ditional discharge sentence 
for a Class A misdemeanor 
driving on a suspended license 
conviction. In a separate mat-
ter, Stone pleaded guilty to a 
second Class A misdemeanor 
driving on a suspended license 
charge. He was sentenced to 60 
days in jail with good conduct 
credit to apply and credit for six 
days previously served to run 
concurrently with his Clark 
County conviction for a Class 
A misdemeanor driving on a 
suspended license, one year of 
conditional discharge, a $300 
fine, court costs and various 
state fees. The matter was con-
tinued for a pretrial conference. 
He was remanded to custody.
nJerry Williams, 67, Kansas, 

appeared in custody. His unre-
solved Class A misdemeanor 
domestic battery charge was 
continued for a pretrial confer-
ence. He was remanded to cus-
tody pending posting of bond.

CHARGES
nJody L. Cash, 45, Paris, 

was charged with a Class A 
misdemeanor battery. She told 
the court she will hire an attor-
ney, and the matter was contin-
ued for a first appearance with 
counsel.
nJeremiah A. Fudge, 27, 

Paris, was charged with a Class 
3 felony failure to register as a 
sex offender. The public de-
fender was appointed and the 
matter was continued for the 
preliminary hearing.
nRobert Allyn Newby, 53, 

Paris, was charged with two 
counts of a Class 4 felony ag-
gravated driving under the 
influence of alcohol, a Class A 
misdemeanor driving on sus-
pended license, a Class A mis-
demeanor reckless driving and 
two counts of a Class A misde-
meanor driving under the in-
fluence of alcohol. He told the 
court he will hire an attorney. 
The matter was continued for 
the preliminary hearing.

nKeith A. Testa, 29, was 
charged and pleaded not guilty 
with a jury trial demand to a 
Class A misdemeanor domes-
tic battery. He waived his right 
to be represented by an attor-
ney and the matter was contin-
ued for a pretrial conference.
nKenneth L. Watkins, 33, 

Marshall, was presented with 
and denied a petition to revoke 
his probation sentence for a 
Class 3 felony violating the sex 
offender registry conviction 
and a petition to revoke his 
conditional discharge sentence 
for a Class A misdemeanor do-
mestic battery conviction. The 
public defender was appoint-
ed. The matter was continued 
for a pretrial conference.

GUILTY PLEAS
nShawna B. Behiter, 44, 

Brocton, pleaded guilty to a 
Class 4 felony aggravated driv-
ing while license is revoked. In 
exchange for the guilty plea, 
the state dismissed a Class A 
misdemeanor driving on a re-
voked license charge. She was 
sentenced to 30 days in jail 
subject to the court’s discre-
tion, two years of conditional 
discharge, 300 hours of com-
munity service work, a $500 
fine, court costs and various 
state fees. 

NOT GUILTY PLEAS
nJohnathan R. Board, 29, 

Paris, pleaded not guilty with a 
jury trial demand to a Class A 
misdemeanor driving on a re-
voked license. The matter was 
continued for a pretrial confer-
ence.
nAshley Hornbrook Bo-

swell, 23, Paris, pleaded not 
guilty with a jury trial demand 
to a Class 3 felony possession 
of methamphetamine and a 
Class A misdemeanor pos-
session of drug paraphernalia 
charges. A pretrial conference 
was scheduled.
nGinger K. Callaway, 45, 

Paris, pleaded not guilty with 
a jury trial demand to a Class 3 
felony possession of metham-
phetamine and a Class A mis-
demeanor possession of drug 
paraphernalia. The matter was 
continued for a pretrial confer-
ence.
nCharla M. Cline, 40, Par-

is, waived the preliminary 
hearing and pleaded not guilty 
with a jury trial demand to a 
Class 1 felony possession of 
contraband in a penal institu-
tion, Class 3 felony possession 
of methamphetamine and a 
Class 4 felony obstruction of 
justice charges. The matter 
was continued for a pretrial 
conference.
nBrandee M. Green, 36, 

Decatur, waived the prelim-
inary hearing and pleaded 
not guilty with a jury trial 
demand to a Class 4 felony 
obstruction of justice, a Class 
A misdemeanor driving on a 
suspended license and a Class 
A misdemeanor obstruction 
of identification charges. A 
pretrial conference was sched-
uled.
nEthan T. Johnson, 20, Par-

OBITUARIES

COURT

We’re getting close to the 
tax-filing deadline. For many of 
us, this means it’s that time of 
year when we get our biggest fi-

nancial wind-
fall – a tax 
refund. If you 
have recent-
ly received 
a refund, or 
are expecting 
to get one in 
the next few 
weeks, what 
should you do 
with it?

Of course, 
you could just spend the mon-
ey on something you want, but 
if you’d like to maximize the 
financial benefits from your 
refund, you might want to con-
sider other options, including 
the following: 

•Invest the money. In 2018, 
the average tax refund was 
about $2,700. For this year, it 
might be somewhat lower, due 
to changes in the tax laws and 
the failure of taxpayers to adjust 
their withholdings in response. 
However, if you were to receive 
in the neighborhood of $2,700, 
you’d be almost halfway to the 
annual IRA contribution limit, 
which, in 2019, is $6,000. (If 
you’re 50 or older, you can put 
in up to $7,000). If you have al-
ready maxed out on your IRA, 
you could use your refund to 
fill in gaps you may have in 
other parts of your investment 
portfolio. 

•Pay insurance premiums. 
Let’s face it – nobody really likes 
paying insurance premiums. 
Yet, if you have anyone depend-
ing on you, you will certainly 
need life insurance, and possi-
bly disability insurance as well. 
And if you want to help protect 
your financial resources later in 
life from threats such as an ex-
tended – and hugely expensive 
– stay in a nursing home, you 
also may want to consider long-
term care insurance. Your tax 
refund could help pay for some 
of these premiums, boost-
ing your cash flow during the 
months you would normally be 
making these payments. 

•Contribute to a college 
fund. It’s never too soon to be-
gin saving for college, which 
has grown increasingly expen-
sive over the last several years. 
So, if you have young children, 
you may want to think about 
investing some or all of your re-
fund into a college-savings ac-
count, such as a tax-advantaged 
529 plan. 

•Pay off debts. You might 
be able to use your refund to 
pay down some debts – or per-
haps even pay off some of your 
smaller ones. The lower your 
monthly debt load, the more 
money you will have available 
to invest for the future. Keep in 
mind, though, that you might 
not want to look at all debts in 
the same way. For example, put-
ting extra money toward your 
mortgage might help you pay 
it off faster, but you’ll also be 
funding an asset – namely, your 
house – that might not provide 
you with the same liquidity as 
you can get from investments 
such as stocks and bonds.

•Help build an emergency 
fund. By building an emergen-
cy fund containing six to 12 
months’ worth of living expens-
es, you can help yourself avoid 
dipping into your long-term 
investments to pay for large, 
unplanned-for bills, such as a 
major car repair or an expen-
sive dental procedure. Your tax 
refund could help build such a 
fund, with the money ideally 
being placed in low-risk, liquid 
vehicles.

•Clearly, you can help your-
self make progress toward a 
number of your financial goals 
with your tax refund – so put it 
to good use. 

(Derrick Lorenzen is a finan-
cial adviser with Edward Jones. 
Email him at derrick.lorenzen@
edwardjones.com.)

What can 
you do with 
your tax 
refund?

DERRICK 
LORENZEN
FINANCIAL 
FOCUS

KEMMA FROMAN
CHRISMAN – Kemma 

Rae Froman, 55, of Olivet, 
passed away Tuesday, April 2, 

2019, in her 
home.

A funeral 
service is 3 
p.m., today, 
April 6, at 
the Vermil-
ion Grove 
F r i e n d s 

Church. Burial follows in 
Crown Hill Cemetery, Ridge 
Farm. Visitation is from 1 p.m. 
until the service time today 
at the church. Krabel Funeral 
Home is in charge of the ar-
rangements. 

Memorial donations may 
be made to Vermilion Grove 
Friends Church or to Crown 
Hill Cemetery.

More information and on-
line condolences at www.kra-
belfunearlhome.com.

FROMAN

is, pleaded not guilty with a 
jury trial demand to a Class 
A misdemeanor driving on 
a revoked license. A pretrial 
conference was scheduled.
nMichael Little, 41, Par-

is, pleaded not guilty with 
a jury trial demand to a 
Class 2 felony aggravated 
domestic battery, a Class A 
misdemeanor driving un-
der the influence of alcohol 
and a Class A misdemeanor 
domestic battery charges. 
In another matter, Little de-
nied a petition to revoke his 
conditional discharge sen-
tence for a Class A misde-
meanor battery conviction. 
A pretrial conference was 
scheduled.
nJoshua W. Newman, 

25, Paris, pleaded not guilty 
with a jury trial demand to 
a Class 2 felony aggravated 
domestic battery, a Class 
A misdemeanor domestic 
battery and a Class A mis-
demeanor interfering with 
the reporting of a domestic 
battery charges. The matter 
was continued for a pretrial 
conference.

OTHER MATTERS
nJessica Buchanan Har-

kins, 28, Paris, failed to ap-
pear and the court imposed 
a 60-day jail sentence at-
tached to her Class A mis-
demeanor retail theft con-
viction. A no-bond arrest 
warrant was issued.
nAaron S. Ingram, 26, 

Paris, was resentenced on a 
petition to revoke his proba-
tion sentence for a Class 3 
felony possession of meth-
amphetamine conviction. 
He was resentenced to 150 
days in jail with 120 days 
to be served as electronic 
home confinement with the 
remaining 30 days subject 
to the court’s discretion, 
two years of probation and 
ordered to pay all previous 
financial obligations. He 
was ordered to complete 
counseling per an evalua-
tion.
nKenny L. Kanash, 28, 

Chrisman, received a 30-
day jail sentence with work 
release for failing to report 
to the probation depart-
ment as part of his sentence 
for a Class 4 felony aggravat-
ed driving under the influ-
ence of alcohol conviction. 
nHarry L. McIntyre, 9, 

Robinson, received a 20-day 
jail sentence attached to his 
original sentence for a Class 
3 felony possession of meth-
amphetamine conviction.  

WARRANTS
Warrants were ordered 

prepared when the follow-
ing individuals failed to 
answer the court call: Alara 
J. Bapp, 22, Paris; Philip J. 
Boswell, 34, Clinton, Ind.; 
Jonathan H. Campbell, 30, 
Paris; Brendan Connors, 
48, Charleston; Christina 
M. Miller, 36, Dana, Ind. 
and Loren R. Tanner, 61, 
Kansas.

MICHAEL EDWARDS
Michael Jennings Ed-

wards, 69, of Springfield, 
Mo., and formerly of Paris, 
passed away Jan. 3, 2019, at 
Springfield. 

A graveside memorial 
service is 11 a.m. Saturday, 
April 13, at Edgar Cemetery. 
Military rites conducted by 
American Legion Post #211 
and Veterans of Foreign 
Wars Post #3601 accom-
pany burial. Following the 
service, the family will host 
a reception from 1 to 3 p.m. 
at American Legion Post 
#211. Templeton Funeral 
Home of Paris is in charge of 
local arrangements.

A full obituary for Mr. Ed-
wards appeared in the Feb. 
16, 2019, issue of The Prai-
rie Press.

More information and 
online condolences at www.
templetonfuneralhome.net.
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MATTHEW WASSENAAR
Matthew Glen Wassenaar, 

41, of Paris, passed away at 
5:29 p.m. Wednesday, April 

3, 2019, in 
the emer-
gency room 
of Horizon 
Health Paris 
Community 
Hospital. 

A service 
c e l e b r a t -
ing his life 
is 1 p.m. 
Wednesday, 
April 10, at 

Templeton Funeral Home. 
Interment is private. Visi-
tation is from 11 a.m. until 
the service time Wednesday 
at the funeral home. 

Additional information 
online condolences at www.
TempletonFuneralHome.
com.

WASSENAAR

DONALD SLATER
MARTINSVILLE – Don-

ald G. Slater, 84, of Martins-
ville, passed away April 1, 

2019, at the 
Gibson Fam-
ily Hospice 
Center, Terre 
Haute, Ind.  

A celebra-
tion of life 
service is at a 
later date.

Mr. Slater was born Sept. 
28, 1934, at Martinsville, the 
son of the late Russell Slater 
and Catherine Hall Slater. He 
married Rose Marie Hem-
minghouse Slater, and she 
survives.

He is also survived by niec-

es, Elizabeth Ann Coons, 
Julie Machango, Polly Hem-
minghouse (Jimmie) Jeffers, 
Anna (Alan) Neukum; neph-
ews, Kim Andrew Machango, 
Michael Stanley (Tammie) 
Machango, John Edward (Ter-
ri) Hemminghouse, Burke 
James (Dete) Hemminghouse, 
Michael Leo Hemminghouse 
and Robert Smock; and many 
great and great-great-nieces 
and nephews.

He was preceded in death 
by his sister, Rosa Marcel-
la Smock; brother, Robert 
L. Slater; nephew, Donald 
Smock; niece, Margaret 
Smock; nephew, Eric Hem-
minghouse; and nephew-in-
law, William Coons. 

Mr. Slater was a 53-year 
member of the Brothers of the 
Woods; a 32nd degree Mason 
of the Martinsville Masonic 
Lodge since 1965; and was an 
active member of 4-H since 
age nine participating in the 
4-H Fair and sheep depart-
ment. He remained active 
and interested in 4-H and one 
year sponsored a young mem-
ber with sheep showing and 
blocking.

He was an avid hunter, 
both bow and gun. One of his 
greatest hobbies was wood-
carving. He and his wife trav-
eled around the world with 
his occupation living in Jamai-
ca, Africa, South America and 
traveling widely in Europe.

SLATER

RONALD EDWARDS
MARSHALL – Ronald 

E. Edwards, 75, of Denni-
son, passed away 5:38 p.m. 

W e d n e s -
day, April 
3, 2019, at 
Journey Care 
H o s p i c e , 
Chicago. He 
was a retired 
machine op-
erator for the 
3M Compa-
ny. 

A service 
honoring his 

life is 10 a.m. Monday, April 
8, at Pearce Funeral Home. 
Burial is noon Monday at the 
Danville National Cemetery 
with military graveside rites. 

Visitation is from 4 to 7 p.m. 
Sunday, April 7, at the funeral 
home. 

Mr. Edwards was born Jan. 
15, 1944, at Amazonia, Mo., 
the son of Carl and Myrtle 
Proctor Edwards. He married 
Marilyn Pier March 8, 1967, 
at Chicago, and she survives. 

He is also survived by three 
sons, Doug (Candy) Edwards 
of Brocton, Brian (Marcy) 
Edwards of Justice and Jim 
Edwards of Stafford, Va.; 
grandchildren, Anna Edwards 
Kamery, Jeff Edwards and 
Sean Edwards; a great-grand-
child, Zoe Edwards Kamery; 
and three brothers, Carl (Mar-
cy) Edwards, Roger (Cindy) 
Mobley and Ken (Connie) 
Mobley. 

He was preceded in death 
by four brothers, John Ed-
wards, Lester Mobley, Larry 
Mobley and Phillip Mobley.

Mr. Edwards faithfully and 
proudly served this nation in 
the U.S. Navy from 1962 to 
1966. Having lived in the city 
for so many years he truly en-
joyed living in rural Illinois for 
the past several years. He loved 
to work in his large yard and 
surrounding ground. He also 
enjoyed working with wood 
and crafts and truly loved being 
on his Harley

Memorial contributions 
may be made to the Heritage 
Veterans Home at Hutsonville.

Online condolences at 
www.pearcefuneralservices.
com.

EDWARDS

LEWIS HOVIS
Lewis A. “Butch” Hovis Jr., 

60, of Paris, passed away at 2:32 
p.m. Friday, March 29, 2019, 

in the emer-
gency room 
of Horizon 
Health Paris 
Community 
Hospital. He 
had worked 
as an employ-
ee of Pretium 

Packaging for many years and 
later worked several years at 
North American Lighting.

A service celebrating his life 
was 10:30 a.m. Tuesday, April 

2, at Heritage Family Church 
of Paris, with Pastor Greg 
Townsley officiating. Burial 
followed in Edgar Cemetery. 
Visitation was from 5 to 7 p.m. 
Monday, April 1, at Templeton 
Funeral Home.

Mr. Hovis was born July 11, 
1958, in Paris, the son of the 
late Lewis A. “Luke” Hovis Sr. 
and Shirley Ann Davis Hovis.

Survivors include a brother, 
Paul Hovis; four sisters, Patty 
Peebles, Terri (Richard) Crain, 
Mitzi (Rick) Daniels and Ra-
chael Hovis, all of Paris; several 
nieces and nephews; and his 
faithful dog, Prince. 

He was preceded in death 
by two sisters, Pamela Krae-
mer and Linda Hovis; and two 
brothers-in-law, Don Gale and 
Robert Peebles.

Mr. Hovis was a devoted 
member of Heritage Family 
Church of Paris. He was a vora-
cious reader, a talented pianist 
and an intensely competitive 
board game player. He will be 
remembered for his quiet gen-
erosity and his grateful spirit.

Memorial donations may 
be made to Heritage Family 
Church.

Online condolences at www.
TempletonFuneralHome.com.

HOVIS

DOROTHY HESS
DONNA, Texas – Doro-

thy Lee Dennison Hess, 86, 
of Donna, Texas, passed away 

p e a c e f u l -
ly Monday, 
April 1, 2019, 
at McAllen, 
Texas.  

A celebra-
tion of life 
m e m o r i a l 
service is 

3:30 p.m., Friday, April 12, 
in the Victoria Palms Resort 
ballroom, Donna, Texas, with 
Pastor Chris O’Loughlin, of 
the Cowboy Church of the 
Valley, officiating.

Mrs. Hess was born on 
May 25,1932, at Ashmore, the 
daughter of the late Naaman 
and Lovina Bennet Dennison. 
She married Russell Hess, and 
he preceded her in death.

She is survived by her 
daughter, Mickey (Emery) 
Englade and son, Gary (Kar-
en) Hess, both of Donna, Tex-
as, and residents of Victoria 
Palms; four grandchildren, 
Eric, Katie, Patty and JR; and 
13 great-grandchildren. 

She was preceded in death 

HESS

BERT GOOD
CHARLESTON – Bert 

Lee Good, 85 of Charleston, 
entered his heavenly home 

T u e s d a y , 
March 26, 
2019, while 
at Charleston 
Rehab and 
Skilled Nurs-
ing.  

A memo-
rial service 

honoring his life was 7 p.m. 
Friday, March 29, at Adams 
Funeral Home, with Doug 
Krabel officiating. Inurnment 
in the Newman Cemetery at 
Newman is at a later date. Visi-
tation was from 5 p.m. until the 
service time March 29 at the 
funeral home. 

Mr. Good was born Nov. 3, 
1933, at Newman, the son of 
the late Bert A. and I. Lucille 
Taylor Good. He married A. 
Lucille “Lucy” Craig Sept. 20, 
1952. She survives. 

He is also survived by three 
daughters, Judy (Chuck) Ru-

tan of Trophy Club, Texas, 
Janet (Jack) Menser of Ash-
more and Linda (Ken) Strange 
of Charleston; six grandchil-
dren, Jeff Rutan, Jon (Leanne) 
Rutan, Kara (Rick) Metzger, 
Chris Lee, Ryan Strange and 
Chad (Laura) Strange; two 
step-grandchildren, Josh (Ala-
na) Menser and Nicki (Nick) 
Reiser; nine great-grandchil-
dren; and a sister, Patricia Mc-
Daniel of Paris.

Mr. Good was a life-long 
meat cutter, a career that be-
gan when he was in junior 
high school, and most will 
remember him as the meat 
department manager at the 
Wilb Walkers Supermarket in 
Charleston. He was also the 
owner of Good’s Advertising, 
supplying many local business-
es with their advertising needs.   

He was an avid bowler, a 
love that he shared with his 
wife, and one they have passed 
on to their children and grand-
children. He was a member of 
the American Bowling Con-

gress and served as secretary 
of the local chapter. He was 
also a member of the Charles-
ton Moose Lodge #1388, the 
Charleston Jaycees and the 
Charleston Lions Club, receiv-
ing numerous awards through-
out the years including Lion of 
the Year. 

As an avid fan of St. Louis 
Cardinal Baseball, family trips 
to games were often enjoyed 
and his television was always 
tuned in to a Cardinal game or 
an Illini sporting event.  

Mr. Good was a loving hus-
band and father and a doting 
grandfather. His family will 
forever treasure the many fond 
memories of truly special times 
shared.

Memorial donations may be 
made to Lions of Illinois Foun-
dation – Camp Lions.  Gifts 
may be left at the visitation/
service or mailed to Adams Fu-
neral Chapel, 2330 Shawnee 
Dr., Charleston, IL 61920.

Online condolences at www.
adamsfuneralchapel.com.

GOOD

NELLIE FASNACHT
OAKLAND – Nellie Mar-

garet Ingram Fasnacht, 83, 
passed away March 31, 2019, 

at Mattoon 
Hea l t h c are 
Center.

A funeral 
service was 
11 a.m. Fri-
day, April 5, 
at Krabel Fu-FASNACHT

KENNETH DENNISON
Kenneth L. Dennison, 73, of 

Paris, passed away at 8:53 p.m. 
EDT Tuesday, April 2, 2019, at 

Union Hos-
pital, Terre 
Haute, Ind. 
He was re-
tired from the 
former Paris 
Metal Prod-
ucts compa-
ny. 

A service celebrating his life 
is 1 p.m. today, April 6, at Tem-
pleton Funeral Home, with the 
Revs. Mark Parkinson and Mi-
chael Dixon officiating. Burial 
follows in Embarrass Ceme-
tery near Redmon. Visitation 
was from 4 to 8 p.m. Friday, 
April 5, at Templeton Funeral 
Home. 

Mr. Dennison was born 
Sept. 22, 1945, at Paris, the 
son of the late Lester William 
and Verda A. Burton Den-
nison. He married Jane A. 
Thompson Nov. 14, 1965, in 

Paris, and she preceded him in 
death Aug. 19, 2006. 

Survivors include three 
daughters, Tamara ( John) 
Funk, Tracey (David) Mc-
Carty and Candice (Chris) 
Milam, all of Paris; two broth-
ers, Robert (Ann) Dennison 
of Bloomington and David 
(Sandy) Dennison of Edge-
water, Fla.; four sisters, Mary 
Stoneburner of Paris and 
Ruth Dennison, Kay (Gene) 
Hall and Linda (Gary) Castle, 
all of Orlando, Fla.; six grand-
children, Charity (Matt) 
Jackson, Brittany Temples, 
Chelsey ( Joshua) Morgan, 
Damian McCarty and Ken-
ny and Sammy Milam; four 
great-grandchildren, Connor 
and Maddie Crunk, Peyton 
Jackson and Ava McCarty; as 
well as many nieces, nephews, 
in-laws and cousins. 

He was preceded in death by 
a brother, Billy Dennison; and 
a sister, Anne Roberts. 

Mr. Dennison was an active 

and devoted member of First 
Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ) of Paris. He had served 
as a deacon and usher, was 
active in the Disciples Men’s 
Fellowship and was always 
available to lend a helping hand 
when needed. He was also ac-
tive in the Paris Community 
Hospital Volunteers and a 
member and past president of 
Paris Lions Club. 

He was a loyal Miami Dol-
phins and NASCAR fan. He 
was also a fan of a good cup 
of coffee with one cream and 
two sugars. Above all else, he 
treasured time spent with his 
grandchildren and great-grand-
children, and he loved support-
ing them in their activities. 

Memorial donations may 
be made to First Christian 
Church of Paris, Paris Lions 
Club or Paris Community 
Hospital Volunteers. 

Online condolences at 
w w w.TempletonFuneral-
Home.com.

DENNISON

GEORGE CRUNK
George William “Bill” 

Crunk, 62, of Paris, passed away 
at 11:20 a.m. Sunday, March 31, 

2019, at the 
Gibson Fami-
ly Center For 
Hospice Care, 
Terre Haute, 
Ind.  

A funeral 
service was 6 
p.m. Friday, 
April 5, at 
Stewart and 
Carroll Fu-
neral Home, 

with military honors by Amer-
ican Legion Post 211 following 
the service. Visitation was from 
4 p.m. until the service time Fri-
day at the funeral home.

More information and on-
line condolences at www.
stewartandcarrollfuneralhome.
com.

CRUNK

CARL BURNS
Carl W. Burns, 72, of Met-

calf, passed away at 4:44 p.m. 
Sunday, March 31, 2019, at his 

residence. He 
was retired af-
ter more than 
30 years as an 
employee of 
General Mo-
tors, spending 
most of his 
years at the 
Tilton Plant 
before mov-
ing to the De-
fiance, Ohio, 

foundry.
A graveside service was 11 

a.m. Friday, April 5, in Young 
America Cemetery, Hume. 
Military rites by Hume Amer-
ican Legion Post #369 accom-
panied the service in the ceme-

tery. Visitation was from 5 to 7 
p.m. Thursday, April 4, at Tem-
pleton Funeral Home.

Mr. Burns was born Aug. 20, 
1946, at Batesville, Ark., the 
eldest child of the late Richard 
and Zelma Steward Burns. He 
married Sandra Tyler Dec. 24, 
1993, at Bell Ridge Christian 
Church and she survives.

Also surviving are six daugh-
ters, Erin (Robert) Dunn, Car-
la (Michael) Philpott and Jody 
Burns, all of Tulsa, Okla., Jenni-
fer (Tim) Purcell of Newman, 
Kim Adams of Chrisman and 
Tamberlie Burns of Mattoon; 
two sons, Ronald Wayne Reed 
of Southport, Fla., and Richard 
Reed of St. Joseph; three step-
sons, Tim Brimner of Tuscola, 
Thad Brimner of Kansas and 
Cale Armstrong of Tipp City, 
Ohio; three sisters, Sandy 

(Rick) Anderson of Metcalf, 
Anna Embry of Arcola and 
Brenda (Rick) Bright of Paris; a 
brother, Jerry (Dawn) Burns of 
Bush, La.; a sister-in-law, Linda 
Burns of Paris; 18 grandchil-
dren; six step-grandchildren; 
12 great-grandchildren; and 
several nieces and nephews. 

He was preceded in death 
by a brother, Gary Burns; a 
stepson, Todd Brimner; and a 
grandson.

Mr. Burns served in the U.S. 
Army during the Vietnam War 
and was a member of Hume 
American Legion Post #369. 
He was a NASCAR enthusiast 
and an avid fisherman.

Memorial donations may be 
made to Hume American Le-
gion Post #369.

Online condolences at www.
TempletonFuneralHome.com.

BURNS

by a brother, Richmond Den-
nison; and a sister, Gladys 
Dunlap.

Mrs. Hess graduated from 
Paris High School. She start-
ed her working career after 
her children were in school, 
as a part-timer, working on 
the assembly line for Central 
Electronics (Zenith Manu-
facturing) making televisions. 
Before retirement in 1984 she 
had advanced to management 
and was promoted as the first 
female plant manager in the 
company. 

She was introduced to the 
Rio Grande Valley in 1982 
when she assisted in opening 
Zenith plants in Matamoras, 
Reynosa and Aqua Prieta, 
Mexico. She was named Paris 
Business Woman of the Year 
in 1974. 

During her working years 
she and her husband enjoyed 
camping in their 18-foot Fan 
travel trailer on weekends. 
The love of the RV lifestyle, 
and her passion for making 
new friends, launched a sec-
ond career with the Holiday 
Rambler Recreational Vehicle 
Club. After serving in many 

different offices in the local 
chapter and state clubs, she 
was elected as the first female 
national president. After her 
term expired they worked 
for HRRVC as tour directors 
leading caravans to Alaska, 
New York City and cruises to 
Hawaii. 

They retired to Donna, Tex-
as, Victoria Palms Resort, in 
1992 and she launched her 
third career of making bead-
ed jewelry. Her warm and en-
gaging smile was found at the 
many craft fairs attended by 
the Winter Texans. She was 
actively involved in the resort 
community serving two terms 
on the advisory council and 
many years as the mailroom 
supervisor. 

Her other activities includ-
ed giving tours to potential 
new residents, working the in-
formation desk, shuffle board-
ing and playing dominos. She 
loved to dance and spend time 
with friends at the Elks Lodge 
in Weslaco, Texas, every Fri-
day and Saturday night. 

Mrs. Hess was a believer in 
Jesus and attended the Cow-
boy Church of the Valley.

CHARLES BENNETT
OAKLAND – Charles 

Franklin “Chuck” Bennett, 63, 
of Oakland, passed away Mon-
day, April 1, 2019, at his home.

A graveside funeral was 2:30 
p.m. Friday, April 5, at Oak-
land Cemetery. Krabel Funeral 
Home was in charge of the ar-
rangements.

More information and on-
line condolences at www.kra-
belfuneralhome.com.

neral Home. Burial followed 
in Van Voorhis Cemetery. Vis-
itation was from 10 a.m. until 
the service time Friday at the 
funeral home. 

Memorial donations may be 

made to the Coles County An-
imal Shelter.

More information and 
online condolences at 
www.krabelfuneralhome.
com.
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CAMDEN, S.C. — At a recent 
brunch here preceding the Car-
olina Cup steeplechase race, the 

host gave me a 
gift of hometown 
recognition and, 
though we are 
friends, extended 
his right hand as I 
approached him.

As the gather-
ing looked on, I 
ignored his hand 
and gave him a 
warm hug, which 
he returned. 

It was a natural thing for me 
to do because I’m an incorrigible 
hugger and I love the guy. We 
were among friends, though many 
politicos were in attendance. Thus 
far, no one has objected.

Also recently, a high-ranking 
state official whom I’ve known 
for 30 years greeted me with a 
handshake in his office, where 
several staffers were gathered. I 
accepted the handshake, though 
a hug under other circumstances 
might have been more natu-
ral given our long history and 
our Southern culture of social 
huggers and kissers. But an em-
brace wasn’t appropriate to the 
situation.

Two circumstances, two men, 
two very careful approaches. One 
was social, the other profes-
sional — and therein lies all the 
difference. 

But to be clear, it fell to me — 
the woman, in other words — to 
determine ultimately how the 
greetings would go.

And when in doubt, a hand-
shake is always the better choice.

These personal anecdotes are 
prompted by Joe Biden’s sudden 
dunking in the #MeToo vat of 
public humiliation following 
two women’s allegations of past 
inappropriate touching. 

Lucy Flores, a former Nevada 
state assemblywoman, wrote last 
week in New York magazine’s The 

Cut that, during a 2014 rally when 
she was running for lieutenant 
governor, Biden approached her 
from behind, placed his hands on 
her shoulders, smelled her hair 
and planted a big slow kiss on the 
back of her head. 

On Monday, former congres-
sional aide Amy Lappos told The 
Hartford Courant that in 2009, 
Biden rubbed noses with her at a 
fundraiser. 

Despite his, shall we say, warm 
personality, no one, including 
those he has touched, is accusing 
Biden of anything approaching a 
crime.

Even #MeToo activist and ac-
tress Alyssa Milano tweeted in his 
defense. After paying the requisite 
respect for Flores’ story — telling 
her truth, as it were — she paid 
homage to Biden’s work on behalf 
of women. Notably, as senator 
he introduced the 1994 Violence 
Against Women Act.

In one of the dirty quirks of 
politics, some liberals apparently 
will tolerate repulsive — and, in 
some cases, potentially criminal 
— behavior by men as long as 
they check all the right boxes.

So, too, some biblical conser-
vatives will avert their gaze from 
a hush-money-paying, misog-
ynist president with a history 
of philandering, just as long as 
the Supreme Court is properly 
packed. 

The Lord really does work in 
mysterious ways.

Until now, Biden has been able 
to employ his flirtatious charm to 
great effect, in part because he’s a 
good guy whose policies seem to 
flow from a genuine concern for 
women. 

To be precise, he reliably carries 
water for feminists. But, let the 
man consider running for presi-
dent in #MeToo nation, and he’s 
practically a predator.

Republicans couldn’t be 
happier, but it would be wrong 
to conflate Biden’s Eskimo kisses, 

as we used to call nose-rubbing, 
with Trump’s recorded com-
ments about sexually assaulting 
women.

I confess to a high tolerance 
for male attentions. Oh, those 
dreadful decades of flattery and 
doors held open. How ever did 
I survive? I’d clutch my pearls 
and swoon, but I’m writing in my 
pajamas and airplane socks. 

That said, as one of just two 
or three female reporters in my 
first newsroom, I also can muster 
long-suppressed rage regarding 
the many times I felt minimized 
or reduced to just-a-girl by pa-
tronizing male bosses, politicians 
and assorted others, whose grand-
fatherly gestures were simply 
rude, condescending and sexist. 

If you sometimes wonder 
why women are so angry: Those 
guys.

In politics, glad-handing, hug-
ging, social kissing and winking 
as occasions required have been 
time-honored and effective means 
of communication and commu-
nion, especially in the matriarchal 
South — the truer story that 
outsiders have never heard. But 
times change and habits die hard. 
Biden, at 76, is caught between 
two ages and will have to adapt if 
he wants to survive.

The sad irony is that Biden, 
considered by many to be the 
Democrat most capable of 
defeating Trump, could be taken 
down by his own party, thanks 
to the standard set by New York 
Democrat Kirsten Gillibrand in 
her take-down of former Senate 
colleague Al Franken. 

And Trump, who once bragged 
about force-kissing and grabbing 
women by their genitals, would 
get to pose as the better man.

All things considered, whom 
would you rather hug?

(Kathleen Parker is a politically 
conservative-leaning columnist for 
The Washington Post. Email her at 
kparker@washpost.com.)
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Almost exactly one year 
ago, I attended a hearing 
of the House Judiciary 

criminal 
law com-
mittee and 
watched 
as the 
Democrat-
ic majority 
killed one 
Republi-
can-spon-
sored 
penalty 
enhance-

ment bill after another.
One would’ve made 

recruiting street gang 
members a Class 4 felony 
instead of the current 
Class 3. A bill to prevent 
child sex offenders from 
moving within a mile of 
their victims went down. 
The Democrats even killed 
a bill to enhance criminal 
penalties for anyone who 
knowingly harmed a police 
dog.

The legislative massacre 
was staged after Rep. Tony 
McCombie (R-Savanna) 
rose on the House floor to 
complain that she couldn’t 
get a hearing for one of her 
bills because the Demo-
crats had bottled it up in 
subcommittee along with 
other Republican-backed 
penalty enhancement 
proposals.  

McCombie’s measure 
would’ve enhanced the 
criminal penalty for as-
saulting DCFS workers to 
bring it into line with the 
already enhanced penalty 
for knowingly assaulting 
police, firefighters, correc-
tions workers and some 
Department of Human 
Service workers.

It seemed like a 
no-brainer bill, especially 
since one of McCombie’s 
DCFS worker constituents 
was literally beaten to 
death while attempting to 
take a child into protective 
custody. In years past, 
that AFSCME-backed bill 
would’ve sailed through 
the General Assembly and 
been signed into law.

Judiciary-Criminal has 
for years been a bulwark 
against penalty enhance-
ment bills. The Black Cau-
cus and former committee 
chair Rep. Elaine Nekritz 
derailed most of them by 
sending them to subcom-
mittee to quietly die.

Lawmakers slowly 
increased the penalties on 
countless crimes over the 
decades. And their pace 
increased after Illinois 

Dems are 
still hitting 
collusion

Embarrasing number of Edgar County residents didn’t bother to cast ballots

For the Democrats it’s still all about the 
collusion narrative.

They don’t care that the Mueller Report 
concluded that Donald 
Trump’s campaign and the 
Russians did not cooperate to 
steal the 2016 election.

President Trump’s crazed 
enemies in Congress and in 
the liberal media will never 
believe Trump won fair and 
square.

You can give the House 
committees headed by Dem-
ocrats Adam Schiff and Jerry 
Nadler two more years of 

digging around in Trump World for impeach-
able crimes.

You can give them 800 pages, a thousand 
pages, ten-thousand more pages of inter-
views.

You can give them another $30 million to 
waste on lawyers and investigators.

They won’t find anything, but it won’t 
matter.

The Russia collusion narrative of the 
Trump Hating Industrial Complex will never 
die.

The Democrats just know that the epic 
tragedy of Hillary Clinton’s defeat could 
only have happened because Donald Trump 
cheated.

The president himself was never under 
investigation for collusion.

Yes, but, but, but, the Democrats say, his 
son took that meeting with a Russian woman 
peddling dirt on Hillary.

And his national security advisor for 24 
days, Michael Flynn, met with that jolly Rus-
sian ambassador.

And his longtime pal Roger Stone suppos-
edly tried to get more hacked Hillary emails 
from Wikileaks.

It wasn’t against the law for Trump’s son 
or the others to meet with or talk to those 
Russians, by the way.

In the deranged minds of Trump haters 
and the liberal media, however, those and a 
few other brief encounters with Russians by 
Trump underlings are solid proof of collu-
sion.

“If people don’t vote, everything stays 
the same. You can protest until the sky 
turns yellow or the moon turns blue, and 
it’s not going to change anything if you 
don’t vote.”

— Dolores Huerta

Edgar County residents joined fel-
low citizens from throughout Illinois 
Tuesday who went to the polls to 
cast their ballots in the consolidated 
elections.

Unfortunately, our friends, 
neighbors and families either did 
not realize a election was being held 
or didn’t care because they stayed 
home in droves. 

According to Edgar County Clerk 
August Griffin — who supervises 
our county elections — less than 
15 percent of  registered voters in 
our county turned out to cast their 
ballots. That means more than 85 

percent did not care enough to vote 
— or —perhaps more disturbing — 
felt the election was not about them. 

That, my friends, couldn’t be fur-
ther from the truth.

While our televisions are filled 
with pundits on CNN, Fox, MSNBC 
yelling at each other about our na-
tional state of affairs, local elections 
are all about where we live and work. 

On Tuesday, every school district 
elected new board members as well 
as the cities Paris and Chrisman  
and the villages of Kansas, Red-
mon, Vermilion, Hume, Metcalf 
and Brocton.

These boards and councils levy 
your property taxes. In Hume, there 

were five people running to fill four 
seats. These school boards, city, 
councils and town boards make deci-
sions that affect us on a daily basis. 
They work to educate our children, 
protect our homes and property,  
maintain our streets and roads, take 
care of our parks, make sure we have 
clean water and maintain our sewers.

Those who did not care enough 
about our communities or our 
schools to go to the polls will likely 
be the first ones on social media 
who will gripe and moan about 
something they don’t like. It’s easy to 
pile on from what many think is the 
anonymity of a computer screen. If 
you want to make a difference, get 
involved.

The most powerful thing we can 
do is get involved and help our local 
community — and that includes 
being a good citizen and voting.
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This editorial reflects the views of The Prairie 
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The big question: To kiss or to kiss not?
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Hatred of 
Trump is 
unbelievable
Editor, The Prairie Press:

In response to the letter to the editor in 
the March 23 edition of the Prairie Press, it 
is truly sad to see what the demented hatred 
of President Trump has done to people.  
Never has a single man been blamed for so 
many things.  Hurricane in Puerto Rico and 
no infrastructure to get relief to the inhabi-
tants?  Trump’s fault.  Tornados in Alabama?  
Trump’s fault.  A nut job in New Zealand 
murders Muslims?  It must be President 
Trump’s fault.  Just because.  When Harry 
Truman put the plaque on his desk that said 
“The Buck Stops Here” this was not what 
he meant.  But to Democrats, the world is a 
quagmire of putrid muck that depresses them, 
and they enjoy nothing in life, but blaming 
it all on the president because, well, because 
he beat Clinton and ended their dreams of a 
socialist utopia.

Now, Special Counsel Mueller has an-
nounced that after spending millions of our 
dollars and nearly two years investigating 
the charges trumped up by the Democratic 
National Committee and the Hillary Clinton 
presidential campaign, they have found no 
collusion between Russia and the Trump 
campaign, and no obstruction of justice.  As 
those of us who are sane have known for two 
years, there is no there there.   

But the Attorney General of the State of 
New York claims she will keep digging until 
she can find some law that the Trump busi-
nesses have broken that he can be charged 
with.  What?  Since 1976 there have been 
over 200,000 major regulations added to 
federal law by regulatory agencies and no 
one is sure how many minor ones. The state 
of New York has 23 departments that issue 
regulations. Each one is divided into many 
subcategories, each of which has even more 
regulations. The state has administrative law, 
statutory laws (codified and uncodified),  
case law and local laws. Together they range 
in the thousands.  Every business in the state 
must have broken at least one of the most ob-
scure of these laws. Police investigate crimes 
that that they know have happened, and the 
prosecutor prosecutes them.  This lady vows 
she will find a crime, any crime to charge 
against the president.  And so, eventually, the 
Attorney General of New York will pull one 
out of her hat and every Democrat will cry 
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SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

The Illinois Sheriff ’s Asso-
ciation (ISA) is calling upon 
Illinois motorists to be alert 
drivers and obey Scott’s Law 

at all times.
The association notes 16 

Illinois law enforcement offi-
cers have been hit on the side 
of the road while conducting 
traffic stops and four have 
died already in 2019. 

To combat this trend and 
raise awareness sheriffs across 
the state are participating in 
a special campaign running 

from April 12-19. The cam-
paign is aimed at enforcing 
Scott’s Law and identifying 
distracted drivers. 

When approaching a sta-
tionary emergency vehicle 
with flashing red, blue, am-
ber or yellow warning lights, 
drivers in Illinois are required 
to exercise caution and if 
possible move over a lane. 

If it is not possible to switch 
lanes, drivers must as an al-
ternative slow down and pass 
the stopped vehicle at a safe 
speed.

The (ISA) urges all motor-
ists to obey the rules of the 
road and stay focused when 
driving by following these 
tips: move over, slow down 
and put down the phone.
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PARIS HIGH SCHOOL 

"It's already

the talk of the 
town!"

ON STAGE - 4 SHOWS ONLY 

Through special arrangement with Music Theater International 

Music By Alan Menken Lyrics by Jack Feldman Book by Harvey Fierstein

5th-7th
TICKETS ON SALE TODAY!

A P R I L

Purchase online at 

www.pcfa.ticketleap.com or 

in person at Prospect Bank

Thank you
Paris for 

your
continued
confidence

Harry Hughes

to everyone who took the 

time and made the effort 

to vote in the city election.  

A special THANK YOU to those who 

worked on my behalf.  I will continue to 

work hard in representing the citizens 

of Paris
Jerry Branson

THANKS

Thank 
You

Paris let’s 
continue

to move our 
community 

forward.
Mayor Craig Smith

If didn’t tell you … 
who would?

“Ah ha!  We told you so.”  
As for calling the president 

a traitor, the real traitors here 
are the media and the Dem-
ocrats who have tried for 
two years to pull off a coup 

to overturn a legally elect-
ed president of the United 
States.

It is all a put up job, all a 
ploy to find something, any-
thing to bring down the first 
president in decades who has 
kept his promises to Ameri-
cans, the first president to put 

Americans before others, the 
first president to really care 
about us, whatever color we 
might be.  How sad and in-
sanely depressed Democrats 
must be to want to destroy 
something so good.

Jane Witmer
Paris

LETTERS
FROM PAGE 6A

But Muller and his gang 
of lawyers, including several 
who were closely connect-
ed with the Clinton mob, 
obviously didn’t agree.No 
collusion, no obstruction 
was their verdict.

Meanwhile, while we 
wait for Attorney Gener-
al Bill Barr to release the 
full but redacted Mueller 
Report, I wonder how long 
it’ll take the liberal main-
stream media to investigate 
the folks who really col-
luded with the Russians in 
2016 — the Democrats.

Their collusion was 
instigated by Hillary’s 
campaign and the Demo-
cratic National Committee 
when they paid the research 
company Fusion GPS to 
do opposition research on 
Trump.

Fusion GPS hired 
Christopher Steele, an 
ex-British spy, who created 
a fake, salacious dossier on 
Donald Trump that Hillary 
partisans in the highest 
offices of the FBI used 
to get FISA surveillance 
warrants against low-level 
Trump staffers like George 

Papadopoulos.
So far, Fox News, talk 

radio and conservatives in 
Congress have been the 
only ones talking about or 
investigating the partisan 
origins and FBI’s misuse of 
the so-called Steel dossier.

You’d think the crack 
investigative journalists 
at the New York Times or 
Washington Post would be 
covering the heck out of 
this shocking and danger-
ous abuse of power by the 
FBI.

You’d think they’d want 
to expose how far the 
Democrats and some top 
political appointees in 
the FBI were willing to go 
to prevent someone they 
didn’t like from becoming 
president.

But so far the great insti-
tutions of the liberal news 
media are sticking to the 
Trump Collusion script.

They hope to find new 
stuff in the footnotes of the 
Mueller Report to fit their 
Russian collusion narrative, 
which they refuse to accept 
has turned out to be the 
political hoax the president 
always said it was.

With the economy 
strong, black and Latino 
employment at their high-

est levels and a trade deal 
with China in the works, 
the Russian collusion narra-
tive is the only issue the 
Democrats have.

You know the Muller 
team tried its best to get 
anything they could to 
nail President Trump on 
collusion. 

But they came up with 
zip, ultimately because they 
were professionals.

Unfortunately, the 
Democrats in the House 
running their purely 
political sideshows are not 
professionals interested in 
fairness or the truth.

Schiff and Nadler are par-
tisan, power-hungry hacks 
who are out to do whatever 
they can to stymie Trump’s 
agenda and prevent his 
re-election chances.

What they are doing in 
the House every day shows 
the country what happens 
when someone really tries 
to drain the swamp in 
Washington.

(Michael Reagan is the son 
of President Ronald Reagan, 
a political consultant and the 
author of “The New Rea-
gan Revolution.” He is the 
founder of the email service 
reagan.com and president of 
The Reagan Legacy Founda-

tion. Email him at reagan@
caglecartoons.com.)REAGAN
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passed a so-called Truth in 
Sentencing law in the 1990s, 
which drastically limited the 
amount of time that inmates 
could earn to reduce their 
sentences while in prison.

Eventually, people started 
waking up and realizing the 
very real damage this was 
doing. It wasn’t just expen-
sive to pay for prisons; the 
laws were contributing to 
the cycle of crime and vio-
lence and were locking up a 
whole lot of people of color. 
Republicans actually took 
the lead on criminal justice 
reform in other states and 
former Gov. Bruce Rauner 
signed quite a large number 
of reform bills during his 

term in office.
But reforming existing 

laws was only part of the 
process. Preventing the 
passage of press release bills 
to enhance penalties after 
high-profile crimes was also 
important.

Rep. Justin Slaughter 
(D-Chicago) now chairs the 
Judiciary-Criminal commit-
tee. He has taken a different 
approach, and four penalty 
enhancement bills have 
been approved this year.

After her stinging defeat 
last year, McCombie started 
working her bill hard and 
even managed to get herself 
appointed to Judicia-
ry-Criminal. She refiled her 
bill and added enhanced 
penalties for knowingly 
physically attacking adult 

protective service employ-
ees at the Illinois Depart-
ment on Aging.

Last week, Judicia-
ry-Criminal unanimously 
approved McCombie’s 
new bill. Rep. Art Turner 
(D-Chicago) even co-spon-
sored the bill this time, as 
did Chairman Slaughter. 
Slaughter told me he’s 
willing to consider sensible 
penalty enhancement bills 
like McCombie’s.

“We decided this year to 
consider, respectfully, those 
penalty enhancements that 
were sensible that didn’t 
have anything to do with 
some of the Truth in Sen-
tencing punitive policies,” 
Slaughter said.

And keep an eye on a new 
topic that is almost sure to 

surface. 
As I write this, 15 Illinois 

State Police troopers have 
been struck by motorists 
since the beginning of Janu-
ary. Two troopers have been 
killed.

The penalty for drivers 
who don’t move over or 
slow down for emergency 
vehicles is just a fine and 
possible loss of license. 
Somebody in the legislature 
will surely try to pass an 
enhancement bill, and this 
one will be tough to stop — 
and, frankly, shouldn’t be 
stopped if properly drafted. 

(Rich Miller is the editor 
of the Capitol Fax blog and 
newsletter, which he has been 
publishing for more than 20 
years. His email is capitol-
fax@gmail.com.)

MILLER
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Sheriff’s Association: Time to obey Scott’s Law
Special initiative to 
target distracted 
drivers in Illinois
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A Message of Thanks….
It has been said that two of the most important words any 

one of us can say is “thank you!”
I cannot thank everyone enough for the support and 

prayers, calls, cards, food, visits and monetary gifts I have 
received since my valvular heart failure and open-heart surgery.

I have received cards from people I don’t know but who 
know me through my activities in the community.

What a blessing to be a part of a loving county of Edgar
 and City of Paris!

You have blessed me and my family more than words 
could describe.

To the congregation that I have the honor of serving as pastor.
  FBC Paris-thank you for showing Jesus to both me and my 

family these past couple of months.
To MSB Transportation and friends in our schools we serve.

To Dimond Bros. Insurance (my wifes employer) for 
your understanding and support.

To Pastor Trent Horner our youth pastor and his wife 
Alyssa who have jumped in and picked up the reigns. 
To all who have filled the pulpit and preached, to our 

deacons and deaconesses who have looked after both 
me and our congregation.

To Deanna Mason and Janet Tyler who co-chaired the 
turkey noodle dinner/benefit.

To our congregation and members of neighbor churches
in Paris who came and helped in any way.

To former churches I have had the opportunity to serve in.
Chrisman, Metcalf, and Mt. Gilead church friends from Olney, IL.

To all who bought tickets and attended.
Thank you and god bless you one and all!

Pastor Troy and Jennifer Warner

Premier office space 
on the square
Complete with furniture.  

Contact 
Tom Hebermehl at 808-1203

Premier office space 
on the square

VFW Auxiliary 3601
601 W Court St, Paris

Annual Elections

Tuesday, April 16
7:00 pm

It was readily apparent how 
much faster this system is over 
the cumbersome method 
of transcribing from a paper 
report onto the chalkboard. 
Results from the first polling 
place arrived at the courthouse 
shortly before 7:30 p.m., and a 
little after 8 p.m. some of the 
elections were shown as fully 
counted. A possible contrib-
uting factor in the speed of 
counting was officials did not 
have that many ballots to tab-
ulate. Less than 15 percent of 
Edgar County voters partici-
pated in the election.

The crowds of people that 
packed the courthouse to 
watch election results before 
the Internet age have been 
dwindling for several years. It 
became much faster and more 
convenient to watch and calcu-
late results online from home, 

or some other location, than to 
wait for the manual postings at 
the courthouse. Less than 30 
people at a time were in court-
room 2 to watch the results. 

“I’ve joined the 21st centu-
ry,” Griffin said.

PROJECTOR
FROM PAGE 8A

ELECTIONS
FROM PAGE 1A

 

quality of life campaign. Smith 
said the city needs more people 

to fill vacant jobs
“We’ve got great employ-

ment,” he said. “Our schools 
are as good as any and our 
healthcare is as good as any, but 

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

A cloud of escaping anhydrous ammonia blows away from the Nurtrien Ag Solutions at Kansas 
Friday morning. Officials at the scene decided the safest option was to let the nurse tank empty 
out since the cloud was not reaching much beyond the property or threatening neighbors.

LEAK
FROM PAGE 1A

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Drew Griffin, newest member 
to the Paris City Council, 
stopped by the courthouse 
after the votes were counted.

danger to motorists.
Paris Fire Chief Brian Gates 

said it is not clear exactly 
what caused the tank to start 
leaking. The nurse tank was 
attached to a farm implement 
that was being pulled by a 
tractor. 

Because of the wind direc-
tion, the tractor driver was 
unable to reach the tank and 

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

BROCTON – The little 
community of Brocton is the 
place shopaholics want to be 
today.

With multiple vendors in-
side the Red Barn and the 
surrounding grounds, a wide 
selection of antiques, collect-
ibles and unique craft items 
are for sale. The event started 
Friday and continues 8:30 
a.m.-3 p.m. today, April 6. 
Proceeds from the Red Barn 
Market help fund activities for 
the Brocton Spring Festival in 
June.

“We’ve got more outside 
than we have ever had,” said 
Helen Wood, regarding the 
number of vendors set up with 
collectibles and primitives.

As one of the organizers, 
Wood was pleased with the 
crowd Friday, despite the over-
cast skies. She added vendors 
were also pleased with the 
steady flow of people coming 
by the booths.

“We are looking forward to 
Saturday,” said Wood. “It is sup-
posed to be a pleasant day with 
temperatures in the 60s. We’re 

hoping people come out.”
As with past Red Barn Mar-

kets, this event is a mix of regu-
lar vendors and some who are 
there for the first time. 

 A unique booth was Dili-

gent Hands Metal Working by 
Nick Taylor of Charleston. The 
creative young man uses old 
metal barn siding and roofing 
to create a variety of cut outs 
and designs that lend them-

selves to the distressed metal. 
This is his first visit to the Red 
Barn Market and his wares 
attracted a lot of attention by 
browsers and buyers alike. 

“The business is just one 

year old,” he said.
He denies being an artist but 

admits to being a hard worker 
with more than seven years 
metal working experience be-
fore he ventured into a creative 
side.

According to Taylor, an art-
ist can create free hand from 
the vision inside the head, 
which is something he does 
not do.

His approach to creating 
something is first carefully 
plotting reference points on 
the metal to give him some-
thing resembling a pattern be-
fore cutting the design by hand 
using a plasma cutter.

“I just hit on it one day,” Tay-
lor said explaining how he got 
the idea of using the distressed 
galvanized sheet metal as a 
creative medium. “I never had 
seen anything like it.”

A couple of things happened 
to launch the business. During 
his honeymoon, he noticed a 
piece of old metal in restaurant 
where he and his bride were 
eating.

His first thought on seeing 
the metal object was: “Some 
person paid too much money 

for that. I could do that in my 
garage.”

The next step was cutting 
some old metal to see how 
things worked. One of those 
test projects was a sign made 
for a friend, who in turn placed 
pictures of the finished piece 
on Facebook where the work 
attracted attention.

“The owner of a consign-
ment shop called, and that got 
the ball rolling,” said Taylor.

His original plan was to pur-
sue this business venture in a 
few years when his children 
were older and in school but 
the immediate interest con-
vinced him to move quickly. 
Now he is a stay at home dad 
with a craft business to help 
support the family.

“This is what I do at night 
when my family goes to bed,” 
said Taylor. “I go out to the 
shed.”

All of the metal he uses is 
scrap that was originally des-
tined for recycling or a landfill.

“Part of the mission is to take 
something that was going to 
the scrapyard and repurpose it 
– like Jesus does with our lives,” 
said Taylor. 

Brocton Red Barn offers unique items

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

The creative mind and skilled hands of Nick Taylor find a new purpose for old and distressed met-
al barn siding. Taylor is one of many vendors present today from 8:30 a.m.-3 p.m. at the Brocton 
Red Barn Market.

close the valve. 
Gates said emergency re-

sponders from the different 
agencies conferred with Nu-
trien’s on-site management 
and it was mutally decided the 
safest approach was letting the 
partially filled tank vent until 
it was empty.

“They told us it takes 45 
minutes for a full tank to bleed 
off and this was not a full 
tank,” said Gates.

Most of the anhydrous 

cloud remained on Nutrien’s 
property and just edged off 
a little bit into an adjacent 
farm field. No residences were 
threatened.

Gates said after the tank 
finished venting, firefighters 
entered the area using regular 
turnout gear and AirPacs to 
close the valve on the tank, 
shut off the tractor’s engine 
and open the doors of a Nu-
trien building to let the struc-
ture air out. 

Ned Jenison/The Prairie Press

Edgar County Clerk August Griffin opens bids Wednesday, 
April 3, to provide ambulance service for the Edgar Coun-
ty Special Service Area for the next five years. Bids were 
entered by the current provider, Edgar County Special Service 
Area 1 and by Horizon Health Emergency Ambulance Service. 
The bids will be reviewed at the Edgar County Board’s study 
session Monday, April 8. County board ambulance service 
committee members are John Chittick, Karl Farnham Jr. and 
Derrick Lorenzen.

we need people and they need 
decent places to live.”

“Affordable housing may be 
our biggest issue,” said Smith.

The Hume Village Trustee 
Race brought changes to that 
body by a single vote, with in-
cumbent Bob Denbo edged 
out of his seat by Fern Keys. 
Denbo received 50 votes but 
Keys had 51. Incumbent John 
Land received 67 votes to re-
tain his position and first-time 
candidate Seth Eads had 68 
votes and took the other re-
maining spot at the table.

Races existed for both the 
Paris Union School District 
Number 95 Board of Educa-
tion and Paris Community 
School District Number 4. 

No change occurred on the 
Paris 95 board where the voters 
returned all of the incumbents 
seeking re-election. Cindy 

Matthis came in on top with 
661 votes; followed by Kevin 
Knoepfel, 591 votes; Amy Isaf, 
580 votes; and Stephen Eitel, 
534 votes. Candidates seeking 
to unseat a school board mem-
ber for a chance to serve Troy 
Wilson, 325 votes, and Amy 
Hill, 315 votes, were unsuc-
cessful in their challenge.

The story was somewhat 
similar for Crestwood with 
incumbents Jarrod Dyer, 343 
votes; Keith Trogdon, 340 
votes; and Kit Kirby, 323 votes; 
all coming back for another 
term. Johnathon McCarty won 
the fourth seat vacated by the 
decision of incumbent Paul 
Porter not to seek re-election. 
McCarty polled 302, and the 
fifth person in the race was 
Brad Adams who received 214 
votes but not enough to win a 
board position.

Elsewhere in the county:
Chrisman Mayor Dan Owen 

was unopposed and won an-
other four-year term with 86 
votes. The commissioners are 
changing with the decision of 
incumbents Rick Jenness and 
Tim Owen not to seek re-elec-
tion. Incumbent Rodney Wolfe 
was re-elected with 82 votes 
and first-time commissioners 
Thad Crispin, 88 votes, and 
Tyler Alexander, 79 votes, will 
come to the table when the 
council reorganizes.

Brocton and Kansas village 
trustee positions only attracted 
one person in each communi-
ty. Richard Grise re-joins the 
Brocton Village Board with 12 
votes, and Diana Acord got 34 
votes for another term in Kan-
sas. Vacant positions on those 
two boards will be filled by ap-
pointment.

Metcalf residents elected 
Janet Sue Gossett and Randall 
Wheeler as trustees. Gossett 
polled 14 votes and Wheeler 
got 10.

The villages of Redmon and 
Vermilion did not have any 
candidates for any positions.

The Kansas Township Li-
brary had three candidates for 
three trustee spots with Deb-
orah Watson, 55 votes; Nancy 
Carreon, 57 votes; and Toni 
Brandenburg, 47 votes elected.

Chrisman Community Unit 
School District Number 6 was 
short of candidates with three 
people seeking election for 
four spots. Incumbents Mark 
Wyatt and Steve Lorenzen did 

not seek election. Incumbents 
Cory Chaney, 141 votes, and 
Karen Webster, 122 votes, 
are back for another four-year 
term. Daren Craig, 116 votes, is 
coming on to the school board 
as a new member. The fourth 
spot will require filling by ap-
pointment.

Kansas Community Unit 
School District Number 3 has 
a new board member. Gabriel 
Boedecker won the open seat 
of Steve Pinnell, who did not 
seek re-election. Boedecker 
got 58 votes. Returning incum-
bents filling out the four slots 
are Thad Brimner, 58 votes; 
Mark Eskew, 62 votes; and Brit-
ta Baker, 64 votes.

Shiloh Community Unit 
School District Number 1 is 
also getting a new board mem-
ber. Incumbents filled three of 
the four spots with April Mor-
ris, 124 votes; Brian Rhode, 
112 votes; and David Smith, 
133 votes. Board member Dana 
Hales did not seek re-election 
and first-time candidate Justin 
Wood with 133 votes secured 
the fourth spot on the board.

Paris resident Alan Zuber 
was the only candidate for Ed-
gar County’s representative to 
the regional board of educa-
tion, and he polled 771 votes.

The Clark-Edgar Water 
Board had three trustee spots 
up for election and those po-
sitions were filled by the only 
three candidates: Roy Sweet, 
141 votes; Darcy Keys, 195 
votes; and Phil Adams, 142 
votes. 

ECSSA BIDDING OPENS ILLINI FS PRESENTS CHECK

Nancy Zeman/The Prairie Press
Illini FS energy salesman Randy Moore, center and Brad 
Young, right, presented a $1,000 check to Steve Eitel, the 
president of the Paris High Cooperative High School board 
during the March meeting. PHS has partnered with Illini FS 
to participate in the Fuel for the Future promotion. For every 
gallon of gas purchased at an Illini FS Fast Stop location 
using the Paris High School credit card, Illini FS donates 
2 cents to the school’s sports programs. Young said those 
who wish to signup may still do so by contacting PHS for an 
application or any local Illini FS.

If didn’t tell you … 
who would?
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Tigers 
roll to 
15-0 win

See TIGERS, Page 10A

Lady Tigers take 2 wins
Paris pulls out come-from-behind victory over Cumberland 6-3; blanks Martinsville 12-0
BY JEFF CHAMBERS
prairiepresssports@gmail.com

TOLEDO — The Paris 
Lady Tigers spotted Cumber-
land’s Lady Pirates three runs, 
then held the hosts scoreless 
while plating six runs of their 
en route to a 6-3 non-confer-
ence win Friday evening at 
Cumberland High School.

The Lady Tigers are now 
8-1 on the season, with the 
lone loss coming against Tus-
cola. Paris is scheduled to 
play in the Effingham St. An-
thony Softball Tournament 
beginning at 9 a.m. today. 
Paris has a busy week ahead 
as they travel to Georgetown 
Tuesday, head to Riverton 
Parke Wednesday and open 
Little Illini Conference action 

Thursday in Olney.
The Lady Tigers didn’t help 

themselves with their play in 
the field Friday evening, com-
mitting four errors, leading to 
the first run in the bottom of 
the second inning. The Lady 
Pirates scored two runs in 
their half of the third inning 
as Allyson Maynard doubled 
then scored on a two-run shot 
by Liberty Dunaway.

Paris finally got their bats 
going in the top of the fourth 
inning. Sydney Fox go things 
going with a single. With one 
out, Katrina Strow singled, 
moving pitch runner Abby 
Blystone to second. Kendall 
Mathews singled to score Bly-
stone from second, making 
the score 3-1. Strow advanced 

to third and Mathews to sec-
ond on the throw putting 
runners in scoring position 
with one out. Following a 
strikeout, Brooklyn Wester-
field bunted and reached on 
an error by the Cumberland 
pitcher, scoring Strow and 
Mathews and tying the game.

Paris took the lead for good 
in the top of the sixth inning. 
Kendall Mathews started 
things off with a single to 
right field and moved to sec-
ond on a sacrifice by Kelsie 
Dosch. Westerfield was hit by 
a pitch putting Lady Tigers on 
first and second with one out. 
Kaitlyn Mathews doubled 
on a line drive to right field, 
scoring her sister and advanc-
ing Westerfield to third base 

and giving the Lady Tigers 
their first lead of the game 
4-3. Westerfield was picked 
off third giving the Tigers 
two outs. Carlei Sapp walked. 
With runners at first and sec-
ond with two out, Whitney 
Todd doubled to centerfield 
to score both baserunners to 
give Paris the 6-3 lead.

Paris pounded out 11 
hits in game, led by Kendall 
Mathews who was 3 for 4 at 
the plate with a double and 
two singles. Sister Kaitlyn 
Mathews was 2 for 3 with a 
double and a single. Whit-
ney Todd and Sydney Fox 
were each 2 for 4 with Todd 
knocking a double and a sin-
gle while Fox collected two 
singles. Katrina Strow and 

Aubrey Sanders each singled 
for the Lady Tigers.

Kaitlyn Mathews started 
on the mound for Paris and 
threw only 12 pitches before 
being lifted for Karley Moore 
who pitched another strong 
game. Moore allowed three 
runs — two unearned — on 
only four hits while walking 
no one and striking out seven. 

PARIS 12, MARTINSVILLE 0 
MARTINSVILLE- Sopho-

more pitcher Sara Burger was 
downright dominate on Tues-
day afternoon at Martinsville 
as the Lady Tigers shut out 
the host team 12-0.

With the win, the Tigers 
move to 7-1 on the season. 

See PARIS, Page 10A

TCT
softball 
struggling

BY JEFF CHAMBERLAIN
prairiepresssports@gmail.com 

With a tough loss from 
the day before still sting-
ing, the Paris Tiger baseball 
hit the road to Martinsville 
and came home with a 
15-0 victory.

Paris scored in every in-
ning on Tuesday afternoon 
including one in the first, 
three in the second, six in 
the third, one in the fourth, 
and four in the fifth to win 
by the 10-run rule. 

Leading the way offen-
sively for the Tigers was 
Jude Sullivan with two 
doubles, a single, and four 
RBI’s. Garrett King drove 
in three with a double and 
a single as well. Mason 
Hutchings and Caleb Gates 
each had a pair of singles 
and an RBI. Zach Farnham 
drove in three with a single, 
Brock Minor added a sin-
gle, as did Hudson Hollis.

Three Tiger pitchers 
combined on the two-hit 
shutout. Mitchell Worrell 
picked up the win going 
three innings, allowing 
two hits while striking out 
three. Hutchings took the 
mound for the first time 
this season, not allowing a 
run or a hit. He hit a batter, 
walked a batter, and struck 
out two. Bryan Kohlmeyer 
pitched the fifth inning and 
struck out all three batters 
he faced. 

The Tigers were not so 
fortunate on Monday af-
ternoon though as they 
faced off with the Danville 
Vikings. 

Paris(6-6) failed to close 
things out at home, and 
were on the short end of a 
10-7 score. To add salt to 
the wound for Paris, they 
also lost their starting right 
fielder Eric Speicher on 
the first play of the game 
as he collided with Mason 
Hutchings on a shallow 
pop fly and left the game 
with a broken wrist.

Paris grabbed the lead in 
the first inning as Hutch-
ings led off with a walk, 
then consecutive singles 
by Jude Sullivan, Caleb 
Gates, and Brock Minor 
plated Hutchings with the 
first run of the game. Sulli-
van scored on a wild pitch 
before walks to Sam Mays 
and Garrett King brought 
the third run of the inning 
home.

Leading 3-0 heading 
into the second inning, 
Sullivan was hit by a pitch, 
Gates singled, and Minor 
walked to load the bases. 
Jake Gates then beat out 
an infield single to plate 
the fourth run, and Caleb 
Gates scored on a passed 
ball to give the Tigers a 
commanding 5-0 lead. 

Danville scored three 
runs in the top of the third 
inning, with just two bat-
ted balls leaving the infield. 
This would be a theme 
throughout the game, and 
would end up being the 
doom of the Tigers later in 
the contest.

Paris scratched across 
another run in the bot-
tom of the fourth inning 
as Jake Gates singled with 
two outs, Zach Farnham 
reached on an error, and 
Mitchell Worrell hit a hard 
ground ball that went be-
tween the second base-
man’s legs to score Gates 
and take a 6-4 lead. 

MICHIGAN STATE IS BIG 10’S HOPE

Special to The Prairie Press

Michigan State guard Jack Hoiberg walks to the court for a practice session for the semifinals of the Final Four NCAA college 
basketball tournament, Friday, April 5, in Minneapolis. Michigan State faces Texas Tech for the right to play for the national 
championship.

Izzo’s MSU ready for battle
BY EDDIE PELLS
AP National Writer

MINNEAPOLIS (AP) — Hunker 
down, hoops fans. This one might be 
ugly.

The Final Four’s second semifinal 
Saturday features Texas Tech, the team 
with the best defense in a generation, 
against Michigan State, the nose-in-
the-dirt team whose coach used to put 
helmets and shoulder pads on his play-
ers for practice.

It’s a non-glamour pairing pitting 
two teams that thrive on the grind. 
Texas Tech (30-6) has allowed more 
than 70 points only five times this sea-
son and not at all in the tournament. 
Michigan State (32-6), with the ninth-
best defense in the country, got here by 
shutting down more-talented, more-
star-studded Duke.

The over/under on the game is 
132.5, meaning there’s a good chance 
the first team to 65 will win.

“We try to guard at a high level,” Red 
Raiders coach Chris Beard said. “It’s 
been the identity of our teams at all 
different levels, and currently at Texas 
Tech. It’s something we try to recruit 
to. We certainly coach and emphasize 
it.”

His players are listening.
Jarrett Culver is the team’s leading 

scorer (18.9 points a game) and main 
NBA prospect, but the defensive help 
comes from all places. Matt Mooney 
and Tariq Owens were named to the 

All-Big 12 defensive team. Owens was 
also a semifinalist for the Naismith de-
fensive player of the year. His swoop-
in rejection of Rui Hachimura was the 
game-sealer in the Elite Eight victory 
over Gonzaga last week.

Texas Tech’s defense has the best 
points allowed-per-100 possessions 
ratio (84) since stat guru Ken Pome-
roy started tracking the figure in 2002. 
The Red Raiders have held teams to 
36.9 percent shooting this year, sec-
ond-lowest in the country.

“The defense, you don’t know un-
til you go out there,” Michigan State 

guard Cassius Winston said. “You’ve 
got to feel it out, but it doesn’t take that 
long to figure out what you can and 
can’t do at this point.”

Michigan State’s defense isn’t bad, 
either. It’s built around the hard-nosed 
lessons coach Tom Izzo has been 
teaching for years. Back when Izzo was 
making his first of eight appearances in 
the Final Four, he would suit his play-
ers up in helmets and shoulder pads for 
rebounding drills.

Yes, the Spartans can be physical.
“This team isn’t as physically tough, 

Special to The Prairie Press

Michigan State head coach Tom Izzo directs his team during a practice session for 
the semifinals of the Final Four NCAA college basketball tournament, Friday, April , 
in Minneapolis. Izzo has made eight trips to the Final Four has come away only once 
with the championship.

Spartans, Texas Tech ready 
for the Final Four grind

See BATTLE, Page 10A

BY TIM HENDERSHOT
sportsfan122774@yahoo.com 

URBANA — Trying 
to break a two-game los-
ing streak, the Tri-County 
Titans hit the road head-
ing north to Urbana on 
Tuesday afternoon for a 
non-conference contest 
against the Urbana Tigers. 

As the first pitch was 
thrown, the Tigers struck 
early and often, scoring 
all of their runs in the first 
three innings while hold-
ing the Titans to just one 
base runner en route to a 
14-0 win via run rule in 
five innings.

The Tigers struck in the 
bottom of the first inning, 
getting three runners on 
followed by a grand slam 
to left field from Courtney 
Fouke giving Urbana a 4-0 
lead. Urbana added to the 
lead later on with two outs 
as Raevyn Russell singled 
to score Jacie Owens to 
make the score 5-0. The 
Tigers sent 10 batters to 
the plate in the frame.

The scoring didn’t stop 
for the Tigers in the bot-
tom of the second as they 
scored five runs in the in-
ning, pushing their lead 
to 10-0. Urbana then sent 
eight batters to the plate 
in the bottom of the third 
inning, scoring four more 
runs to go uo 14-0. 

The Titans managed 
to get a great play on the 
defensive side in the bot-
tom of the fourth inning 
as Haylie Bolton snagged 
a lined shot off of Vesley, 
then threw to first base-
men Grace Kile to double 
up Allison Deck who sin-
gled to start the inning.

Kile was the only base 
runner to reach for the 
Titans on a walk.  Phillips 
went three innings giving 
up eight hits and 14 runs 
— 11 earned — while 
walking eight and striking 
out six. Cheyenne Connor 
went the final inning in re-
lief only giving up one hit.

VG 25, TCT 0
After the loss to Urbana, 

Tri-County was set to face 
the Villa Grove Blue Dev-
ils in Villa Grove.  The Ti-
tans were still without two 
key players as Meredith 
Smith (concussion) and 

See TITANS, Page 10A
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Eagle Ridge Memberships 
Single Walk                      $ 900.00       Single w/Cart     $1600.00 
Couple Walk                    $1000.00      Couple w/Cart    $2000.00                 
Family Walk                     $1100.00      Family w/Cart    $2200.00      
Trail Fee $600.00              JR Golf Membership (7-High School Senior) $200.00
Storage Fee $75.00        Club Rental $10.00

Daily Fees   9 Holes              9 Holes              18 Holes             18 Holes 
                  w/ Cart                                           w/ Cart
Monday    $ 9.00              $15.00  $13.00  $23.00
Tuesday – Thursday  $10.00              $17.00  $15.00  $29.00
Tuesday & Thursday Twilight $10.00              $14.00  $15.00  $20.00
(After 3pm)
Friday – Sunday   $15.00              $22.00  $20.00  $34.00
Saturday & Sunday Twilight $10.00              $15.00  $15.00  $25.00
(After 3pm)
Kids 7-14   $7.00              $7.00                  $14.00  $14.00 
(With paying adult)
Eagle Combo Packages Cards
10 – 18 Hole Rounds w/ Cart $ 275.00             CDGA System: $30 
20 – 18 Hole Rounds w/ Cart  $ 525.00
30 – 18 Hole Rounds w/ Cart           $ 750.00
*** Punch Card will have a total of 30 punches.  For each 18 hole round, your card will be punched 3 times; 
for each 9 hole round, your card will be punched 2 times.  Good Weekdays and Weekends.  NOT VALID 
FOR TOURNAMENTS OR OUTINGS. THESE CARDS ARE TO BE USED BY ONE INDIVIDUAL ONLY!!!

928 Clinton Road, Paris, IL 61944 • www.eagleridgeparis.com  • 217-463-3434

Eagle Ridge Golf Course Rates2019

Sat   7 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Sun   9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Vadas Auto Parts
138 E. Court St.   Paris, IL
(217) 465-8551

Mon - Fri   7 a.m. - 6 p.m.

YOUR
CHOICE!

Autocraft® Lawn and Garden Batteries

Starting at

Special of
LOWEST 

PRICE 
OF THE 

SEASON!

the month!

$2199

(217) 463-3911
112 N Main St  • Paris, IL

We’ve 
got your 

colors

Dalbey Designs

Edgar County’s
Fan Headquarters!

If didn’t tell you … 
who would?

The Tigers played flaw-
less defense and Burger al-
lowed just four base runners 
throughout the contest. For 
the sixth time in eight games, 
the Paris offense put dou-
ble-digit runs on the score-
board as well.

Kaitlyn Mathews led the 
game off with a single to left 
field with Carlei Sapp follow-
ing suit to put two on with 
nobody out. Following a pair 
of strikeouts, Aubrey Sanders 
cleared the bases with a dou-
ble to left to give the Tigers 

PARIS
FROM PAGE 9A

The bottom of the fifth in-
ning began similarly to the 
fourth as the Tigers pushed 
across an insurance run with 
two outs. Sullivan came 
around to score on a double 
by Caleb Gates to make the 
score 7-4. Then, the wheels 
came off.

Danville managed to score 
six runs in the top of the sev-
enth inning with just two balls 
leaving the infield and just 
one intentional walk. Paris 
committed four errors in the 
frame to go along with three 
other plays that did not count 
as errors, but would have end-
ed the inning without addi-
tional runs being scored.

Caleb Gates led the hitting 

for the Tigers as he knocked a 
double and two singles while 
also driving in one. Jacob 
Gates added a pair of singles 
and an RBI; and Hutchings, 
Sullivan, and Minor each had 
a single.

Minor started on the 
mound for Paris, going 2.1 
innings, allowing one earned 
run on two hits while strik-
ing out two. King finished 

the third inning allowing 
three runs (one earned) on 
two hits. He walked two bat-
ters and hit another one. Ca-
leb Gates was saddled with 
the hard luck loss as he went 
three innings, allowing six un-
earned runs. He gave up three 
hits, walked one, and struck 
out two. Farnham got the fi-
nal two outs without allowing 
a baserunner.

TIGERS
FROM PAGE 9A

BATTLE
FROM PAGE 9A

but they might be as mental-
ly tough as any team I’ve ever 
had,” Izzo said. “So the word 
‘toughness’ is still there.”

Guard Matt McQuaid is 
considered the team’s best 
defender. In its media guide, 
Michigan State unfurls a 
long list of top players — in-
cluding Purdue’s big-scoring 
Carsen Edwards and pretty 
much all of the Big Ten — he 
has held under their season 
average.

 The Spartans were fourth 
in the nation in blocked shots 
(203) this season.

“This team is very connected,” 
Izzo said. “It’s like, when they 
move, they all move together, 

and that’s why we’ve been pretty 
good defensively ourselves.”

EIGHT IS ENOUGH
For all his trips to the Fi-

nal Four, Izzo has only won it 
once. He says he does not take 
much solace in getting close a 
bunch of times.

“I talk to them all the time, 
and part of it’s my fault because 
I say, ‘You know, I’ve been 
there, and nobody can take that 
away from me, but my dream 
is for you guys to get there,’” 
Izzo said. “So if they get there, 
they’re taking me along for the 
ride. So, that’s why I still have 
bigger fish to fry and bigger 
things to go after.”

NO DESSERT FOR YOU
Beard has been trying to 

teach his team self-sacrifice 
this season, asking all his 
players to give something 
up for the larger good of the 
team. 

Some said goodbye to 
Netflix; others took a break 
from social media; others 
have handed over their cell 
phones.

For Beard, it was beer, des-
serts and candy. One detail, 
though.

“Did you know a Pop-Tart 
is not a dessert? It’s a break-
fast. I’ve eaten a lot of Pop-
Tarts since October,” he said.

ANY TIPS
Culver had a fairly simple 

answer when asked how he 
would play ‘D’ on himself: 
“Pray.”

Morgan Houia (shoulder) 
sat out once again, leaving the 
team with just nine available 
players. 

As the first pitch was 
thrown, the host Blue Devils 
won quickly in a 25-0 win via 
run rule in four innings. 

For the second game in a 
row, the Titans were held to 
just one base runner as Ca-
ilynne Phillips was hit by a 
pitch in the top of the first 
inning. 

Grace Kile went two in-
nings in the start, taking the 
loss and giving up 14 hits 
and 25 runs — 15 earned — 
while walking six and striking 
out three.  Cheyenne Conner 
went the final inning in relief 
walking four and striking out 

one.
Vanessa Wright went 2 for 

3 with two triples, three runs 
scored, and five RBI for the 
Blue Devils while Madison 
Burwell was 3 for 3 with a 
double, four runs scored, and 
three RBIs.  Kyleigh Block 
went two innings, getting the 
win and striking out one.

CASEY 22, TCT 3 
HUME — The Titans then 

turned around and faced Ca-
sey-Westfield, a team that 
Tri-County has never beaten. 
and state-ranked.

The visiting Lady Warriors 
were quick to score, sending 
14 batters to the plate and 
scoring nine runs in the top 
of the first inning on their way 
to a 22-3 win via run rule in 
five innings.  The Titans were 
held to just four hits, with 

three of them coming in the 
bottom of the fourth inning 
as Grace Kile singled to be-
gin the frame, then scored on 
a throwing error by Warriors 
catcher Eva Richardson.  Me-
gan Houlihan then singled 
driving in Cailynne Phillips, 
who singled earlier on in the 
frame.

Houlihan finished up 1 
for 2 with an RBI while Kile 
and Phillips both went 1 for 
2 with a run scored.  Haylie 
Bolton went 1 for 1 with a run 
scored and Megan Fulk added 
an RBI on a ground out in the 
fifth inning scoring Bolton.

Phillips went two innings, 
taking the loss, while giving 
up nine hits and 14 runs — 13 
earned — while walking eight 
and striking out one.  Chey-
enne Conner went the final 
three innings in relief giving 

up eight hits and eight runs - 
seven earned - while walking 
two.

Kennedy Repp went 3 for 5 
with a double, a triple, a grand 
slam, three runs scored, and 
seven RBI for the Warriors 
while Eva Richardson went 
3 for 5 with two doubles, 
three runs scored, and two 
RBI.  Sheadon Wilson was 2 
for 4 with a double, three runs 
scored and two RBIs and Car-
ly Zachary went 3 for 4 with 
two doubles, two runs scored, 
and two RBI.

Addie Brasier went three 
innings, giving up a hit and 
an unearned run, while tak-
ing the win and striking out 
six.  Emma Mason went the 
final two innings in relief, giv-
ing up two hits and two runs 
- both earned - while walking 
one and striking out two. 

TITANS
FROM PAGE 9A

EXPECT
MORE,

GET  
MORE

101 N. Central Ave., Paris 
217-921-3216

www.prairiepress.net

the early 2-0 lead.
Paris added three more 

runs in the third inning as 
Mathews drew a lead-off 
walk, and Sapp reached on a 
dropped third strike. Sydney 
Fox squeezed Mathews home 
with a bunt, then Sanders 
clubbed her second double 
of the game to make it 4-0. 
An RBI groundout by Katrina 
Strow gave the Tigers a 5-0 
edge.

Paris led off the fifth in-
ning with consecutive hits by 
Fox, Sanders, Strow, Kendal 
Mathews, Kelsie Dosch, and 
Brooklyn Westerfield to plate 
five more runs. 

Sanders led the 13-hit at-
tack for the Lady Tigers with 
a pair of doubles and a sin-
gle. She drove in four runs 
on the day. Kaitlyn Mathews 
had a triple and a single and 
scored twice. Sapp had a pair 
of singles and an RBI. Fox and 
Westerfield each had a double 
and two RBI’s. Dosch drove 
in two with her single, Strow 
had a single and an RBI, and 
Whitney Todd added a base 
hit.

Burger needed just 67 
pitches to complete six in-
nings. She allowed just two 
hits, walked one, hit a batter, 
and struck out seven.

Cubs, Bote agree
to $15M, 5-year deal

ATLANTA (AP) — The 
Chicago Cubs believe it was 
time to give David Bote a 
big-money contract, even if 
they are not ready to give the 
infielder a starting job.

Bote and the Chicago Cubs 
agreed to a $15 million, five-
year contract covering 2020-24 
on Wednesday, a deal with two 
team options that if exercised 
would increase its value to 
$28.6 million over seven sea-
sons.

The 25-year-old has less than 
one year of major league ser-
vice and has made two starts 
at second base and one at third 
base this season. He hit .239 
with six homers in 184 at-bats 
last year.

Cubs president of baseball 
operations Theo Epstein de-
scribed Bote’s current role as 
“sort of lefty mashing infielder.” 
Epstein and the Cubs believe 
Bote can evolve as a more com-
plete hitter with a full-time job.

“With how hard he hits the 
ball and his desire to learn 
and make adjustments and his 
work ethic, there is a significant 
chance he raises the floor and 
takes on an even greater role 
sometime in the future,” Ep-
stein said.

Epstein said Bote “hits the 
ball literally as hard as anybody 
in the game.”

“As he gets more and more 
at-bats under his belt, there’s a 
chance that raw power is going 
to turn into game power on 
a pretty consistent basis,” Ep-
stein said. “He has a chance to 
expand his role and impact.”

Bote said it was a compli-

ment for the Cubs to even dis-
cuss a new contract for a player 
now filling a utility role.

“The fact that they even 
brought it up was something 
special,” Bote said. “They ha-
ven’t done anything like this 
with anybody else. It means a 
lot and the faith they have in 
me.”

Bote agreed last month to a 
one-year contract that pays a 
salary of $561,500 in the major 
leagues and $163,100 if he is 
sent to the minors.

His new contract includes 
a $50,000 signing bonus pay-
able within 30 days of the deal’s 
approval by the commission-
er’s office. He gets salaries of 
$950,000 in 2020, $1 million 
in 2021, $2.5 million in 2022, 
$4 million in 2023 and $5.5 
million in 2024. The Cubs have 
a $7 million option for 2025 
and a $7.6 million for 2026, 
each with a $1 million buyout.

Bote currently is blocked by 
Kris Bryant at third base and, 
following the expected return 
of suspended shortstop Ad-
dison Russell next month, by 
Javier Baez at second base.

Cubs manager Joe Maddon 
said Bote eventually can push 
his way into a starting role.

“He definitely is capable of 
playing every day,” Maddon 
said. “There’s no doubt. Right 
now he’s capable of playing ev-
ery day. ... His time will come. 
He’s got the right mental way 
that he’s not going to get upset 
as he’s gaining this opportunity 
to play every day. His head is 
absolutely screwed on proper-
ly.”
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Your One-Stop
LIQUOR STORE

(217) 463-5010
601 E. Jasper St.
Paris, IL  61944

We also have....
Lottery, Video Gaming, Groceries and Great Wine  Selection

MON-TH   7 a.m.- 10 p.m.

FRI-SAT    7 a.m.-12 a.m.

SUN          12 p.m. - 7 p.m.

**Watch for our in-store specials!**

for all your beer, wine & liquor needs.

Retail Meat 

Custom

Butchering

Edgar County Locker

Retail Meat/Custom Butchering
edgarcountylocker@gmail.com

810 N. 2nd St.
Marshall, IL 62441
(217) 826-6543

116 E. Steidl Rd.
Paris, IL 61944
(217)466-5000

Tenderized 
Chicken Breast

$4.50/lb

4-DAY BLOWOUT SALE
APRIL 8 - 11

Window Outlet - Paris, IL
GOInG OUT Of BUSInESS!

804 Grandview St.
(next to Driver’s License Station)

$AVE
THOUSAnDS

Mayo track off to strong start
BY JEREMY PATTERSON 
pattersonjeremy267@gmail.com 

The Mayo Middle School’s 
boys and girls track team-
shave begun their seasons  
with strong starts. i

The eighth grade girls have 
managed to lock up first place 
team finishes in two of their 
last three meets while finish-
ing second in the other. The 
seventh grade girls have fin-
ished second in two of their 
first three meets with a third 
place finish rounding them 
out. 

The Mayo boys track team 
has also gotten off to a good 
start as well. The eighth grade 
team has managed to win one 
meet while finishing second 
and third in their other two. 
The seventh grade team has 
won two of their three meets 
while finishing in third place 
in the other meet. 

Both the boys and girls 
teams will look to use their 
momentum to spur them-
selves on through the heart 
of the 2019 campaign and 
prepare for the IESA track 
sectionals in their respective 
classes later this spring.

CHRISMAN, LAWERENCEVILLE, 
PARIS MAYO, TRI-COUNTY 
MEET 3/25/2019 

8th grade  Girls
100M Dash 
1-Kylee Blair Chrisman 14.81
200M Dash 
1-Lily Smittkamp Paris Mayo 31.84 
400M Dash 
1-Grace Hopper Tri-County 1:13.62 
800M Run 
1-Hana Gillaspie Chrisman 2:57.53 
1600M Run 
1-Kaylin Williams Tri-County 6:12.43 
100M Hurdles 
2-Ava Huddleson Paris Mayo 19.53 
4x100M Relay 
2-Paris Mayo 1:02.81 
4x200M Relay 
1-Paris Mayo 3:33.32 
4x400M Relay 
1-Tri-County 5:10.46 
Long Jump 
2-Randie Edmonston Paris Mayo 12-02.00
Shot Put
Caradon Hoffman Paris Mayo 25-00.00
Discus Throw 
Caradon Hoffman Paris Mayo 66-10 
Overall – Paris Mayo 77, Tri-County 37, Law-
renceville 33, Chrisman 21.

7th grade Girls
100M Dash 
1-Jonika Nickles Tri-County 14.90
200M Dash
1-Brianna Barna Chrisman 31.71
400M Dash
1-Emmy Barrett Paris Mayo 1:17.02
800M Run
1-Abby Warman Tri-County 3:15.22
1600M Run
Abby Warman Tri-County 6:56.75 
100M Hurdles
3-Emmy Barrett Paris Mayo 22.35
4x100M Relay
2-Paris Mayo 1:02.36
4x200M Relay
2-Tri-County 2:22.84
4x400M Relay
1-Paris Mayo 5:40.83
High Jump
2-Adison Ford Paris Mayo 3-10.00
Long Jump
4-Bailey Plew Paris Mayo 11-00.0
Shot Put 
2-Sammy Milam Paris Mayo 21-02.50
Discus
1-Jonika Nickles Tri-County 66-11
Overall – Lawrenceville 70, Paris Mayo 53.50, 
Tri-County 42, Wenz 15.50, Chrisman 12. 

GEORGETOWN, PARIS MAYO 
TRACK MEET 4/2/2019 

8th grade Girls
200m Dash 
2-Randie Edmonston  Paris Mayo 34.18
400m Dash 
1-Kendal Newhart  Paris Mayo 1:14.90 
800m Run 
1-Madison Bicknell Paris Mayo 3:10.00
1600m Run 
1-Kendal Newhart Paris Mayo 6:50.14
100m Hurdles 
1-Ava Huddleston Paris Mayo 19.30
4x100m Relay
1-Paris Mayo 1:05.00
4x200m Relay
2-Paris Mayo 2:58.00
4x400m Relay
1-Paris Mayo 5:34.72 
Long Jump 
1-Randie Edmonston Paris Mayo 13-00.00
Shot put
2-Caradon Hoffman Paris Mayo 24-10.00
Discus 
2-Caradon Hoffman Paris Mayo 71-07 
Overall – Paris Mayo 49, Georgetown 32. 

7th grade Girls
100m Dash 
3-Bailey Plew Paris Mayo 15.58
200m Dash 
1-Maddie Ramsy Paris Mayo 34.02
400m Dash 
1-Emmy Barrett Paris Mayo 1:17.96
800m Run 
1-Adison Ford Paris Mayo 3:15.62
1600m Run 
Madison Bicknell Paris Mayo 6:57.43 
100m Hurdles
3-Emmy Barrett Paris Mayo 22.20
4x100m Relay
1-Paris Mayo 1:04.50
4x200m Relay
2-Paris Mayo 2:29.56
4x400m Relay
1-Paris Mayo 5:29.50
High Jump
4-Carlee Longest Paris Mayo 3-06.00
Long Jump 
3-Bailey Plew Paris Mayo 11-10.00
Shot put
1-Lana Gordon  Paris Mayo 22-00.00
Discus 
2-Randie Edmonston  Paris Mayo 66-05
Overall – Georgetown 49.50, Paris Mayo 48.50, 
Wenz 7. 

8th grade Girls
100m Dash 
3-Randie Edmonston Paris Mayo 15.99
200m Dash 
2-Randie Edmonston Paris Mayo 33.43
400m Dash
2-Kendal Newhart Paris Mayo 1:15.46
1600m Run 
3-Kendal Newhart Paris Mayo 6:47.04
100m Hurdles
1-Ava Huddleson Paris Mayo 21.08
4x100m Relay
2-Paris Mayo 1:03.47
4x400m Relay
1-Paris Mayo 5:18.58
Shot put
2-Caradon Hoffman Paris Mayo 22-03.50
Discus 
1-Caradon Hoffman Paris Mayo 61-07
Overall – Arcola 94, Paris Mayo 66, Lake Crest 
60, Villa Grove 19, Okaw Valley 5. 

7th grade 
100m Dash 
5-Bailey Plew Paris Mayo 16.39 
200m Dash 
7-Carlee Longest Paris Mayo 35.44
400m Dash 
1-Emerson Barrett Paris Mayo 1:14.21
800m Run 
8-Adison Ford Paris Mayo 3:20.45
1600m Run 
5-Madison Bicknell Paris Mayo 7:08.24
100m Hurdles
1-Emerson Barrett Paris Mayo 21.66
4x100m Relay
3-Paris Mayo 1:05.61 
4x400m Relay
3-Paris Mayo 5:51.47
High Jump
3-Adison Ford Paris Mayo 4-01.00
Long Jump 
3-Bailey Plew Paris Mayo 11-09.00
Shot put
1-Lana Gordon Paris Mayo 20-11.00
Discus 

4-Sammy Milam Paris Mayo 51-09
Overall – Arcola 71, Lake Crest 56, Paris Mayo 
49, Villa Grove 41, Okaw Valley 29. 

MAYO BOYS TRACK  4/5/2019 

8th gradeBoys
100m Dash 
8-Xavier Pruitt 14.62
200m Dash 
7-Xavier Pruitt 29.55
400m Dash 
4-Clayton LaBaume 1:09.97
800m Run 
3-Will Templeton 2:53.56 
1600m Run 
1-Will Templeton 6:11.17
110m Hurdles
5-Will Templeton 23.12
4x100m Relay
4-Paris Mayo 59.96
4x400m Relay 
2-Paris Mayo 4:43.60
Long Jump 
4-Chase Porter 14-03.00
Shot put 
1-Kamdon Crowder 36-08.00
Discus 
2-Kamdon Crowder 110-09 
Overall – Arcola 91, Lake Crest 48, Paris Mayo 
45, Villa Grove 43, Okaw Valley 19. 

7th grade  Boys
100m Dash 
6-Ty King 15.48
200m Dash 
3-Drew Rogers 29.15 
400m Dash 
3-Jackson Rigdon 1:13.68
800m Run 
3-Jackson Rigdon 2:52.40
1600m Run 
11-Kalvin Rigdon 6:52.96 
110m Hurdles
3-Kalvin Rigdon 24.56 
4x100m Relay
3-Paris Mayo 58.75
4x400m Relay
2-Paris Mayo 5.00
High Jump
3-Parker Underwood 4-06.00
Long Jump 
1-Drew Rogers 14-07.00
Shot put
2-Ethan Curl 31-04.50
Discus 
5-Will Moody 63-10
Overall – Villa Grove 82, Arcola 71, Paris Mayo 
53, Okaw Valley 31, Lake Crest 20. 

CHRISMAN, LAWRENCEVILLE, 
PARIS MAYO, TRI-COUNTY 
MEET 3/25/2019 

8th grade Boys 
100m Dash 
1-Gaige Cox Tri-County 13.15
200m Dash 
1-Gaige Cox Tri-County 27.49
400m Dash 
2-Tyler VonLanken Tri-County 1:10.34
800m Run 
1-Tyler VonLanken Tri-County 2:49.59
1600m Run 
1-Will Templeton Paris Mayo 6:15.46
110m Hurdles
1-Will Templeton Paris Mayo 21.65
4x100m Relay
1-Paris Mayo 55.64
4x200m Relay
1-Tri-County 1:56.52
4x400m Relay
1-Paris Mayo 4:54.50
Long Jump 
1-Chase Porter Paris Mayo 14-08.00
Shot put
1-Kamdon Crowder Paris Mayo 37-01.50
Discus 
1-Kamdon Crowder Paris Mayo 117-06
Overall – Tri-County 60, Paris Mayo 58, Law-
renceville 18, Chrisman 11. 

7th grade Boys
100m Dash 
1-Parker Underwood Paris Mayo 14.28
200m Dash 
1-Drew Rogers Paris Mayo 27.68

400m Dash 
1-Gabel Crunk Tri-County 1:19.81
800m Run 
1-Jackson Rigdon Paris Mayo 2:53.15
1600m Run 
2-Levi Ash Tri-County 6:25.46
110m Hurdles
1-Kalvin Rigdon Paris Mayo 21.96
4x100m Relay
1-Paris Mayo 57.50
4x200m Relay
1-Paris Mayo 2:22.78
4x400m Relay
1-Paris Mayo 5:07.93
High Jump
1-Ethan Curl Paris Mayo 4-04.00
Long Jump 
2-Parker Underwood Paris Mayo 13-10.00
Shot put
1-John Kibler Tri-County 33-08.00
Discus 
1-John Kibler Tri-County 109-00
Overall – Paris Mayo 82, Tri-County 48, Law-
renceville 31, Wenz 12, Chrisman 9. 

PARIS MAYO, GEORGETOWN 
MEET4/2/2019 

8th grade  Boys
100m Dash 
1-Xavier Pruitt 13.62
200m Dash 
1-Xavier Pruitt 28.54
400m Dash 
3-Riley Dill 1:27.00
800m Run 
1-Will Templeton 3:04.50
1600m Run
1-Will Templeton 5:58.28
110m Hurdles
2-Will Templeton 22.59
4x100m Relay
1-Paris Mayo 58.52
4x400m Relay
1-Paris Mayo 4:53.92
Shot put
1-Kamdon Crowder 40-07.00
Discus 
1-Kamdon Crowder 119-03.50
Overall – Paris Mayo 54, Georgetown 38. 

7th grade Boys
100m Dash 
5-Ty King 15.35
200m Dash 
1-Drew Rogers 28.34
400m Dash 
2-Devin Milner 1:23.90
800m Run 
1-Jackson Rigdon 2:48.11
1600m Run 
2-Kalvin Rigdon 6:50.32
110m Hurdles
2-Kalvin Rigdon 25.00
4x100m Relay
1-Paris Mayo 58.36
4x200m Relay
1-Paris Mayo 2:16.34
4x400m Relay
1-Paris Mayo 4:57.28
High Jump 
1-Ethan Curl 4-04.00
Long Jump
1-Drew Rogers 15-05.00
Shot put
1-Ethan Curl 30-03.00
Discus 
1-Ethan Curl 79-10
Overall – Paris Mayo 64, Georgetown 32, 
Wenz 8. 

Smart phones are replacing digital cameras.

iPhone photography class
by Tom Hebermehl

Wednesday April 10
7pm - 9 pm

Art Center - 132 S. Central St.

Fee $10 - Call 466-8130 to reserve your seat

There is nothing complex in the training 
you will receive.

Some of the topics
 •  Powerful iPhone camera tools that are in  

    your phone

•  ‘tips & tricks’ not in the books

•  Composition and best lighting

•  Fixing problems without photo editing apps

•  Adjusting exposure, focus, & sharpness

•  Things never to do

•  Why I never use flash

•  Powerful Cropping

Bob Boyer would like to 

thank everyone for their 

support during his 12 years 

as Paris City Commissioner.

ADVERTISING:
The engine of this free

If 

didn’t tell you … 

WHO  
WOULD?
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Appointments: 217-466-4475
MyHorizonHealth.org

Maria Horvat, MD
Gynecology

Welcome

 • 30 years of experience

 • Full range of women’s services 
(wellness exams to complex surgeries)

 • Caring for patients of all ages

 • Empowering women to choose the best 
option for their health

Menu includes:
Pulled Pork Sandwiches........................$5.00
Ribs - half slab......$10.00   full slab......$20.00
Brisket Sandwich...................................$6.00
Chicken Halves......................................$6.00
Ribeye Sandwich...................................$6.00

All Sides..................................................$1.00
Potato salad, Baked Beans,

 Macaroni & Cheese, Cheese Sticks, 
Fresh Cut, French Fries

OPEN FRIDAYS ONLY
Starting April 12th

Open
11:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. or until sold-out

Call ahead orders are available from 
Friday’s 5:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Hillbilly's 
Hickory Smoke Barbecue

Located at 719 Springfield Avenue • Paris, IL

Come on in and have some

*CARRY OUT ONLY*

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

CHRISMAN – The 
Longview Foundation of 
Newman has donated $6,000 
to the Chrisman Schools for 
the purchase of Chromebooks 
for High School students.    

The Chrisman School has 
been raising funds to purchase 
Chromebooks for student 
use. Federal and state grants 
have been received as well as 
community donations to fund 
this program.  

“The goal is to be a one to 
one school and have a com-
puter available to each student 
in each classroom all of the 
time,” said school principal 
Cole Huber. 

Longview Bank and Trust 
President Bill Glaze said, “The 
Longview Foundation is glad 
to be able to assist the Chris-
man Schools with such a wor-

Longview Foundation supports 
Chrisman’s school technology effort

Special to The Prairie Press

Longview Foundation recently donated $6,000 to help Chrisman High School become a one to 
one facility by providing every student with a Chromebook. Pictured are, left to right, Longview 
Bank Executive Vice President Lynn Gardner, Chrisman School Principal Cole Huber, and 
Longview Bank President Bill Glaze.  

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

CHARLESTON – The 
Coles County Sheriff ’s Of-
fice iapprehended William 

Ryan Blair, 
32, who has 
a Kansas ad-
dress after 
asking the 
public for 
help in locat-
ing him.

C o l e s 
County Sheriff James Rankin 
warned anyone who came in 
contact with Blair to call au-
thorities. Rankin described 
Blair as armed and dangerous. 

Blair was apprehended 
without incident at 12:29 
p.m. Saturday, March 30, in 
Rardin. He was arrested by 
the Coles County Sheriff ’s 
Department assisted by the 
Charleston Police Depart-
ment.

Authorities thought Blair, 
who was last seen wearing a 
black jacket and blue jeans., 
was moving between Rardin 
and cabins near state Route 
16 and the Embarrass River. 

Blair was a person of inter-
est related to recently stolen 
and recovered vehicles. 

“We are encouraging the 
public to remove the keys and 
secure their vehicles as well 
as keeping their properties 
locked,” said Rankin.

In addition to being a sus-
pect in the auto thefts, Blair 
has a Coles County warrant 
for pre-trial violation for a 
burglary charge.

He also has an active war-
rant Edgar County warrant 
for aggravated domestic bat-
tery, domestic battery, inter-
ference with reporting do-
mestic violence and theft of a 
motor vehicle. 

Rankin again emphasized 
law enforcement considers 
Blair dangerous and likely 
armed and people should not 
approach him or try to appre-
hend him.

Coles County nabs 
dangerous suspect
Kansas man faces 3 
counts of possession 
of stolen vehicles 

BLAIR

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

CHRISMAN – A scaled 
down Chrisman City Council 
zipped through a brief agenda 
Monday, April 1, on the eve 
of the election that will result 
in a new council. Only three 
members of the council were 
present to create the quorum 
needed to hold the meeting.

In action items, the council 
approved:
 A plan by Dan Moore to 

establish a small recreational 
vehicle campground on East 
Washington Street;
 The expenditure of 

$14,200 to purchase 100 
more water meters capable of 
remote reading; and
 The purchase of a new 

master meter for $2,360 at the 
city’s north well.

Commissioner Rodney 
Wolfe reported on the most 
recent decision by the North-
ern Edgar County Ambulance 
Board (NECAS) to pursue 
establishing a special service 
area and collect taxes to help 
keep the ambulance in ser-
vice. Wolfe is the Chrisman 
City Council representative to 
the NECAS board.

City attorney Robert Mor-
ris is also the NECAS attor-
ney, and he confirmed he is 
working on creating the reso-
lution and other legal paper-
work necessary to establish a 
special service area.

NECAS was organized as a 
volunteer ambulance service 
covering Young America, Ross, 
Prairie, Brouilletts Creek, 
Edgar and Shiloh townships 
along with the communities of 
Hume, Metcalf and Chrisman. 
As Morris understands the 
process, the governing body 
of each of those jurisdictions 
must pass a resolution sup-
porting the creation of a special 
service area and hold a public 
hearing on the matter.

A special service area does 
not require voter approval by 
referendum, but there is a 60-

day protest period in which 
opponents may gather signa-
tures against the action. If the 
petition is signed by 51 per-
cent of all eligible voters in the 
entire proposed service area, 
the project dies. If the peti-
tion does not get the required 
percentage of signatures, the 
service area is immediately 
in place with the filing of the 
proper paperwork.

Mayor Dan Owen asked 
what happens if one of the ju-
risdictions opts out of partic-
ipating in the special service 
area by refusing to pass the res-
olution of support. 

“Do they still get the ambu-
lance going there on our tax 
money?” Owen asked.

Morris replied that topic re-
quires more legal research to 
determine if a special service 
area ambulance has any obli-
gation to answer a call from an 
area that does not pay taxes to 
support the service. 

Wolfe said this seems the 
best option for NECAS, which 
no longer has enough volun-
teers to operate the service and 
must hire people to keep the 
ambulance staffed for around 
the clock response. 

“We are going to last as long 
as we can,” said Wolfe. “If we 
can’t get something done by 
the end of the year, it’s gone.”

“That’s not a good thing,” 
Owen said about the possibil-
ity of ambulance service disap-
pearing from northern Edgar 
County.

The Tuesday, April 2, con-
solidated election was guaran-
teed to change the city council 
makeup since Owen and Wolfe 
were the only incumbents run-
ning for re-election. Commis-
sioners Jerry Hoult, Tim Owen 
and Rick Jenness were not on 
the ballot. 

Thad Crispin and Tyler Al-
exander were elected to fill two 
of the council seats. The vacant 
seat will be filled by appoint-
ment after the new council re-
organizes.

Chrisman buys 
more water meters

thy cause.” 
The Longview Foundation 

is a not-for-profit 501(c)(3) 

charitable organization affili-
ated with the Longview Cap-
ital Corporation of Newman, 

Illinois. Longview Capital 
owns Longview Bank and 
Trust of Chrisman.  

ADVERTISING:
The engine of this free

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

For the second time, the Ed-
gar County Circuit Court has 
ruled Justin Hefner, 41, Terre 
Haute, Ind., is unfit to stand tri-
al and transferred the care and 
custody of the defendant to the 
Illinois Department of Human 
Services (DHS). 

Hefner appeared in custody 
Thursday, March 28, before 
Judge David W. Lewis. The 
purpose of the hearing was to 
review the report of psychia-
trist Lawrence L. Jeckell, who 
examined Hefner regarding 
his ability to understand the 
charges and evaluate the de-
fendant’s ability to assist in his 
defense. 

Lewis was advised Jeckell 
considers Hefner unfit and the 
court concurred with the pro-
fessional assessment.

Hefner was first found unfit 
to stand trial in May 2018 and 
sent to a DHS facility for pos-
sible rehabilitation. DHS re-
turned him to the Edgar Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Department in 
January with the declaration he 
was mentally fit at that point, 
but Hefner continues to insist 
he is a federal agent for the De-
partment of Defense and his 
arrest and detention have dis-
rupted a federal investigation.

He was arrested after show-
ing up at the Edgar County Jail 
Feb. 17, 2018, dressed in body 
armor, claiming he was a feder-
al agent and requested deputies 
accompany him to make local 

Hefner unfit for trial
arrests. His arresting docu-
ments consisted of a list of 
names on lined notebook 
paper that included the 
names of some deputies and 
local elected officials.

At the time of his arrest, 
Hefner’s bullet-proof vest 
was equipped with a par-
tially obscured security of-
ficer’s badge that is available 
through online purchase.

He was also armed with 
what appeared to be a 
semi-automatic pistol, but it 
turned out to be a BB gun. 
Officers discovered an AR-
15 rifle in Hefner’s vehicle 
that was modified in a way 
to make it shoot almost like 
an automatic weapon. In 
addition, he had fully load-
ed high capacity magazines, 
including a 100-round drum 
magazine, for the rifle.

Hefner’s appearance at 
the jail was three days after 
the mass school shooting at 
Parkland, Fla., and his rifle 
modifications were consis-
tent with those made by the 
shooter who killed 58 peo-
ple and wounded another 
400 by shooting from a ho-
tel window into a Las Vegas 
concert crowd in 2017. The 
modifications made it pos-
sible for the shooter to spray 
the crowd with more than 
1,100 rounds in a short time 
span.

The most recent court rul-
ing returns Hefner to DHS 
for inpatient treatment.

BY SUZANNE WILLIAMS
swilliamsprairiepress@gmail.com

CHARLESTON - Former 
girls basketball coach Barry 
S. Wolfe, who admitted to 
having sexual acts with his 
young female players and was 
sentenced to 60 years in pris-
on for it, did not show up in 
Coles County Court Friday, 
April 5, for his post convic-
tion motion hearings to with-
draw his guilty plea and have 
his sentenced reduced.

The Coles County Assis-
tant State’s Attorney Tom Bu-
cher told Circuit Judge Brien 
O’Brien in open court that 
Menard Corrections Center 
Department in Chester is 
currently on lockdown and 

Absence delays 
hearing for Wolfe

Wolfe was not allowed to 
leave the prison to attend 
the hearing.

The hearing was resched-
uled at 9 a.m. April 26.

Wolfe pleaded guilty in 
June 2018 to four charges 
of criminal sexual abuse 
and was later sentenced 
to 15 years for each count 
in August 2018. Wolfe ad-
mitted to forcing several of 
his players, who were then 
in their mid-teens, into 
performing sex acts from 
2013-2015 when he was 
their basketball club coach.

Several of the victims 
along with their parents 
were present at Friday’s 
scheduled hearing.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

HUME – Students in the 
Shiloh School District are 
performing a flashback to the 
1980s with a fun-filled musical 
tribute 6 p.m. April 13 and 2 
p.m. April 14.

The cast features students 
from fifth grade through high 
school.

The April 14 matinee also 
features an optional meal 
served at 1 p.m. before the per-
formance. A menu of beef and 
noodles or chicken and noo-
dles, mashed potatoes, green 
beans, homemade bread, des-

Shiloh spring musical
sert and beverage is $10 
for adults, $8 for students 
between the ages of five and 
12. Children less than four 
years old are free. 

The meal price also in-
cludes admission to the 
performance. Tickets for 
the show without the meal 
are $5 for adults and $3 for 
students. 

Reservations to attend 
the meal and matinee may 
be made by calling Amy 
Nickell, 217-887-2364, ext. 
3419. Reservations are not 
required for the April 13 
show.
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Summertime is fast approaching, 
children will be out of school and 
many families will be taking a summer 
vacation. A suggestion for anyone tak-
ing a summer trip is to journalize the 
experience. 

When visiting with my friend Sar-
ah the other day she talked about her 
mother who always wrote in a journal 
about the annual two-week trip the 
family made each year. She said it was 
quite interesting to look back at the 
journals as her mom kept track of ev-
erything: expenses for travel, where 
they went, what they ate, did and spe-
cial moments along the way. 

My reason for suggesting this, 
and hopefully many readers are al-
ready doing it, is because it is so easy 
to forget the little details. This past 
Christmas I received a gift from my 
son Matt, which reminded me of a 
trip our family took 26 years ago. Ap-
parently Matt never forgot one of the 
details from the trip, and he surprised 
me with a most precious gift 26 years 
later.

The vacation we took in 1993 was 
a driving trip out west to Seattle. Tom 
did this as a child with his parents for 
the World’s Fair in 1962 and wanted 
us to enjoy some of the same experi-
ences he enjoyed as a child. I had been 
to California, Washington and Neva-
da but only by air and the furthest 
west by car was Des Moine, Iowa. It 
was great to think of going west and 
seeing those things I had only read 
about in books.

We planned the trip ourselves the 
old fashioned way in the era before 
the Internet. About six months before 
we left, we ordered all sorts of travel 
brochures from the various states we 
were going through. Our plan was to 
rent a car, leave it in Seattle and take 
the train back. 

I remember taping off the train 
sleeper car dimensions and all of us 
sitting on the floor in our living room 
in the taped off area to see if we fit. 
We made the train reservations, and I 
spent hours and hours on the phone 
trying to get a great deal on a car rent-
al without a huge drop off fee. 

When we picked up the Cadillac 
the price was so good, even the rent-
al people could not believe the con-
firmation agreement we presented 
them. We needed a large car for all 
the supplies we were packing as we 
planned to do some camping along 
the way, meaning a tent, sleeping 
bags, cooler, Coleman stove, lantern 
and cooking supplies in addition to 
our suitcases. 

School-age boys acquire he-
roes. Among their favorites are 
major league baseball players.  

The 
athletes, 
popularized 
on radio 
and TV, are 
magnets for 
autographs. 
Most players 
are fine gen-
tlemen and 
appreciative 
of fans, kids 

in particular, but give them 
a break.  They can’t always 
sign their names, only when 
convenient.

The summer of 1958 pops 
into mind, the year of my 15th 
birthday. My hometown fea-
tured a teenage baseball league. 
We played one or two baseball 
games per week. Near season’s 
end a couple of team sponsors 
pooled their players and hired a 
charter bus to drive to St. Louis 
to see a New York Giants vs. St. 
Louis Cardinals Sunday after-
noon doubleheader.

That was 61 years ago. Many 
things I saw that day are now 
forgotten. Yet some events I 
vividly recall, such as Bobby 
DelGreco dropping an easy fly 
ball and Stan Musial walloping 
a home run over the right field 
pavilion onto Grand Avenue.  

I also remember a wild auto-
graph session after the games 
were finished.

One of our coaches knew 
where the Cardinals’ players 
parked their cars. There was no 
rush to go home. We kids hung 
out in the parking lot with hun-
dreds of others and attempted 
to receive autographs on our 
scorecards. We knew most of 
the players by sight. They came 
out of the clubhouse one or 
two at a time.

Most didn’t sign. They 
tended to be courteous and 
apologetic, saying they were 
in a hurry to head for home. 
Shortstop Alvin Dark spoke 
brashly to me.  “Get that score-
card outa my face, kid,” he said 
sharply, signing for no one.  

Bobby DelGreco walked 
briskly with a teammate. He 
wouldn’t sign. I remember him 
saying to the teammate when 
the twosome climbed into his 
car, “@#$!!& kids.” Nice guy 
for public relations, huh?  

“Vinegar Bend” Mizell, a 
pitcher, sat for a while on the 
trunk of his car, signing many 
autographs with a smile. “Diz-
zy” Dean, legendary pitcher, 
turned broadcaster, refused 
to sign, but with a friendly 
grin, said, “Boys, I’m gonna be 
late getting home to my wife. 
Some day, when you’re my 
age, you’ll understand.”

There were others who 
signed for some of us, then 
moved on. Eventually the 
last player popped out of the 
clubhouse, none other than 
the greatest Cardinal of all 
time, Stan Musial. We gathered 
around him in a mob, flashing 
our scorecards.  

Stan lifted an arm and asked 
for quiet.  We cooperated.

“Boys, that’s my car right 
over there,” he pointed to a 
pinkish Cadillac. “I’m gonna 
open the door and sit behind 
the steering wheel. If you will 
form a single-file line along the 
sidewalk, I’ll sign autographs.”

Getting a 
mysterious 
autograph

ALLEN
ENGLEBRIGHT
OLD
CODGER

One of the obligations 
of a parent is to make their 
children eat things they hate. 
Where and 
when this 
sadistic 
practice 
emerged, no 
one really 
knows. Rare 
is a victory 
gained for 
a serving of 
broccoli.

The 
readers of 
this fine, non-fake newspa-
per, being of a high degree 
of intelligence and well-read, 
saturated in philosophy, 
science, mathematics, physics 
and President Donald Trump’s 
tweets readily understand the 
impact of spit peas on history.

Historians believe the 
Roman Emperor Nero was 
driven mad when his daughter, 
Claudia Augusta bombarded 
his porridge with peas. He was 
so incensed that he bought a 
fiddle and set Rome on fire. 
This set off a chain of events, 
which led to his demise.

In 1982, in his second year, 
our pugnacious son began 
spitting peas. My wife, simi-
larly bullheaded, resorted to 
subterfuge. She hid them in his 
mashed potatoes, which he ate 
readily enough, but nary a pea 
made it to his gullet.

He had in his repertoire a 
variety of ways to dispatch 
peas: Spitting, vaulting them 
with his spoon and throwing 
them. We did the usual things 
in trying to discourage him, 
but all failed in the face of his 
obstinacy.

He achieved great velocity 
and some measure of accuracy. 
Some made the recliner in the 
living room. Others landed 
in the chandelier; and a few, I 
would venture, went as far as 
an earthbound pea could go.

Many a vegetable not in his 
favor, he buried in chairs and 
couches, hid under the sink, in 
a closet, flushed in the toilet or 
left in the dog bowl (since the 
dog also hated peas, they were 
quickly discovered).

My daughter hated peas, de-
spised broccoli and abhorred 
asparagus. She had chipmunk 
cheeks capable of holding vast 
quantities of food. She did not 
fight those paragons of healthy 
food, consuming them with 
apparent relish.

After having eaten all the 
things she liked – chicken, 
hamburgers, mashed potatoes, 
etc., she went to the bathroom 
and deposited the things 
she did not like in the stool. 
Eventually, we caught her. But, 
by that time, she was a senior 
in high school.

Peas have gone to the moon 
and a few of them ended up 
on the moon (Neil Armstrong 
hated peas). Someday, peas 
may make their way to Mars, 
but they may face competition 
from broccoli. 

When he got a little older, 
we tried the old, “You can’t get 
up from the table until you eat 
those peas (or broccoli, or as-
paragus) young man.” In time 
– around midnight – we sur-
rendered. Not much could be 
done in the way of coercion.

Peas try 
parent’s 
patience

HARRY
REYNOLDS
ANOTHER
LOOK

The bear-y best pie crust

Special to The Prairie Press 

The tools needed for rendering bear lard, or any lard, are simple. A vessel is needed to melt the fat into an oil, which is put 
through a strainer to eliminate any impurities. Mason jars are good containers for holding the oil to let it cool and solidify 
into lard.

See CODGER, Page 9B

We recently passed the 
40th anniversary of the worst 
nuclear accident in U.S. history 
when a nuclear reactor on 
Three Mile Island in Penn-
sylvania nearly experienced a 
meltdown March 29, 1979. 

The causes were similar to 
the current Boeing 737 issue. 
The problems were faulty 
sensors, non-working backup 
systems and human error. 

The scare stopped new 
nuclear power plants coming 
online for 20 years. It was 
not until 2016 that a newly 
constructed power plant came 
online in Tennessee as part of 
the Tennessee Valley Authori-
ty system. Locally the Clinton 
Power Plant was one of the 
very last nuclear systems to go 

into operation. Construction 
at Clinton started in 1975 and 
by 1979 it is was mostly built. 
It took another six years to 
load the fuel, test the system 
and put into operation in 
1985.

There are only 60 plants 
with 98 total reactors in the 
United States – almost all 
east of the Mississippi River. 
They produce 21 percent of 
our electricity. Nuclear energy 
accounts for 11 percent of 
power production worldwide 
with industrial countries 
averaging 20 percent. France 
leads the world producing 78 
percent of the nation’s power 
with nuclear.

Other major disasters in-
clude the Russian Chernobyl 

steam explosion, fire and true 
meltdown in 1986. It is still the 
most serious accident. There 

have been a 
dozen nuclear 
submarine 
accidents, 
eight by the 
Russians. 
Japan had the 
most recent 
serious acci-
dent in 2011 
when a tsu-
nami washed 

over the costal reactor site. It 
knocked out electricity and 
the backup systems did not 
work. Every accident has been 
due to cooling system failure 
and human errors.

 Nuclear power is safe and 

produces zero greenhouse gas. 
The danger is the process cre-
ates so much heat making reac-
tors dependent on the cooling 
system. The other problem is 
storing the spent nuclear fuel. 
When removed fuel continues 
to be a poison and radiation 
danger for thousands of years. 

Operating reactors are all 
still Generation II. We know 
how to design and operate 
safer systems. 

Proposed Generation 
IV systems in discussion 
are scheduled to become 
operational in 2030. These 
designs were possible back 
in the 1960s but not pursued 
because of the Cold War. 
Generation IV reactors do 
not create weapons grade 

nuclear material, and during 
the Cold War breeder reactors 
were regarded as necessary for 
defense reasons. Water-cooled 
systems were chosen to pro-
duce weapons grade plutoni-
um and heavy water.

It is time to consider nuclear 
as an option using updated 
designs for cooling. The 
world has a limited supply 
of fossil fuel. Greenhouse 
gasses from burning fossil fuel 
causes climate change and the 
increasing world population 
with rising living standards 
demands more power.

Reactor design for Gen I 
and II systems originated with 
the World War II Manhattan 
Project. In the race to create an 
atom bomb, the government 

set up an ultra-secret research 
group. It did originate in Man-
hattan but immediately moved 
to Oak Ridge, Tenn., Los 
Alamos, N.M., and Chicago. 
Hidden tunnels were excavat-
ed under the old University 
of Chicago Football Field 
(Stagg Field) to set up Critical 
Pile I. The location was by 
Hyde Park, south of the Loop. 
Despite the dense population, 
the government decision was 
to take the risk, and a team led 
by Enrico Fermi achieved a 
controlled chain reaction Dec. 
2, 1942.

Nuclear fission is the break-
ing apart of large atoms. Like 
a fissure in a rock, large atoms 
split into smaller pieces. Lead 

With risk management, nuclear power is the other green fuel

TERRY
SULLIVAN
ARMCHAIR
SCIENCE

See REYNOLDS, Page 2B

See SULLIVAN, Page 9B

See BEAR LARD, Page 2B

Ruth Patchett/The Prairie Press 

Recently, local pie maker Ruth Patchett had the chance to test an assertion 
by a long-time family friend that bear lard makes the best piecrust. Her son 
gave her bear lard as a Christmas present and her assessment is bear lard 
imparts no discernable taste but it creates the best crust for easy rolling. 
This double berry pie fresh from her oven has a crust made from bear lard.

Matt was nine and Christina was 
seven at the time and they were in 
charge of taking the 100 mile pictures 
along the way. Vandalia was 100 miles 
from home and so they took their first 
of many pictures. 

Digital cameras were not in use at 
the time, but Tom thought the chil-
dren might enjoy a photo recording 
of the trip. Bad idea. Most of the pic-
tures were just not worth keeping but 
the children had fun keeping track of 
the more than 3,500 miles we actual-
ly drove. Both children have always 
been avid readers and when the scen-
ery was not something to look at they 
had their heads in a book. 

Christina likes to be prepared 
and she had a bag, the size used at 
an IKEA store, full of books, games, 
word searches, word puzzles and a 
notebook to write in. Matt packed 
books and a sketchpad as he enjoyed 
drawing at the time and thought it 
would be fun to do some pictures of 
wildlife and the mountains.

We visited a few sights in Denver 
and then headed north as we had 
plans to see the Cheyenne Rodeo. 
Outside Greeley, Colo., we made our 
first and last endeavor at camping the 
entire trip. It took forever to finally fall 
asleep and about 2 a.m. two Harley 
riders pulled in to set up camp next 
door and woke all of us up again. I 
love the sound of a Harley but that 
was the last thing I needed and in the 
morning, sore and tired after sleeping 
on the ground. We decided maybe 
camping was not for us. 

Visiting with local wheat farmers 

while having breakfast and hearing 
about their irrigation issues was es-
pecially interesting to farmer Tom. 
Their harvest was a bumper crop 
and guys were trading pickup trucks 
for the first time in more than seven 
years. Amazing to me were all the 
black Angus cattle at the Monfort 
Cattle Company. It looked like thou-
sands and thousands as we drove by. 
Whenever I see a package of Monfort 
beef I still think of driving by and see-
ing all those animals. 

Cheyenne, Wyo., was a favorite and 
my daughter still has the red cowboy 
boots she purchased with her special 
trip money. The parade was great 
and both of the children loved seeing 
the Native Americans, cowboys and 
horses in the parade. 

The rodeo was interesting to watch 
but very hot and we were thrilled 
when we found our hotel room and 
the air conditioning was working. 
There was some doubt about the 
amenities since we reserved the room 
before the new hotel was actually 
open for business. The Cheyenne 
Rodeo is sometimes referred to as 
the granddaddy of all rodeos and it’s 
popularity makes rooms extremely 
difficult to get. I had never stayed in a 
hotel room only one-day old. I guess 
we could have pulled out our tent and 
tried camping again, had the hotel 
not been finished, but all of the camp-
grounds were also full.

Moving on was a visit to Yellow-
stone National Park. We did a trail 
ride and saw Old Faithful. A friend 

PRAISE THE LARD

A trip out west brings an 
unusual souvenir and 
culinary experimentation
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BEAR LARD
FROM PAGE 5B

BEAR LARD PIECRUST  

3 cups flour
2 tablespoons sugar
1 tsp. salt
1 cup bear lard
1 beaten egg mixed 
1 tablespoon vinegar 
1/2 cup cold water

Stir egg, vinegar and cold 
water together and set aside.

Mix together flour and sugar
Cut in bear lard till fine pea 

size pieces
Stir in liquids till just mixed 

and roll into ball
Chill and then roll out. Makes 

one 2 crust pie and 1 single 
crust pie

MILESTONES

Hittle anniversary

 John L. Hittle and Patricia E. 
Rhoads Hittle, of Paris, are 
observing their 64th wedding 
anniversary.

They met when he moved 
to Paris from Delphos, Ohio, 
after a stint in the U.S. Navy 
to manage the Ronnie Drive-
in. They were married April 
9, 1955, at the Paris Christian 
Church by Claude Brock. 

The couple has one daugh-

SHARE YOUR MILESTONE: Submit news of your anniversary, en-
gagement, wedding or birth for free: email nzeman@prairiepress.
net or mail The Prairie Press, 101 N. Central, Paris, Ill., 61944. 

Vaughn-Tyler engagement  
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS 

Mr. and Mrs. Curtis Vaughn 
of Paris announce the engage-
ment and approaching mar-
riage of their daughter, Kath-
rine, to Travis Tyler, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Ron Tyler of Paris. 

Kathrine is a 2008 gradu-
ate of Paris High School and 
a 2012 graduate of Lake Land 
College. She is employed as 
a teacher at Grace Lutheran 
CDC. Travis, a  2003 graduate 
of Paris High School, and is 
employed at C.H.I. Overhead 
Doors in Arthur. 

The couple will exchange 

101 N. Central Ave., Paris  217-921-3216
We can help you with your Web Advertising needs

Check out what we have to offer 
 at prairiepress.net
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Hidden Garden
 Tea Room  

  Antiques&

Antiques Store  Hours
Wed - Fri  9-5

Sat  9-3
Tea Room Hours
Wed - Sat  11-2

Specials
Wed 04/10:
Chicken & 

noodles, mashed 
potatoes, green 

beans & roll

Fri 04/12:
Meatloaf, twice 
baked potato 

casserole, choice 
of salad & roll

Thur 04/11:
Pulled pork,

baked beans,
coleslaw or 

garden salad

116 N Illinois • Chrisman, IL 
(West side of the square) 

 (217) 251-2636

Saturday’s special will be "Chef's Choice" along with 
sandwiches, soup and salad(s).

Always
Homemade!

P.O. Box 921 • Paris, IL 61944
“Locally Owned & Operated”

• Roll Off Container Service

• Residential & Commercial 
  Trash Service

• Residential & Commerical
  Lawn Sevice

• Gravel for Driveway
   Repair

• Mulch

Making
Edgar County Beautiful

Monday - Friday 9am-6pm,
Saturday 9am - 5pm, Sunday 12-5

812-232-7456 / 812-466-9992
2355 3rd Ave., Terre Haute

“It’s Nicer 
at Nassers

TAX TIME
CLEARANCE

SALE

ter, Jeri (Brad) Bone of 
Champaign; two grand-
children, Kyle Bone serv-
ing with the Air Force at 
Oklahoma City, Okla., and 
Lindsey ( Jordan) Shultz 
of Monmouth; and two 
great-grandchildren, Liam 
Bone of Mahomet and Levi 
Schultz of Monmouth.

John Hittle retired from 
Alcan at Terre Haute, Ind., 
and then worked for sever-
al more years for Paris area 
businesses.

Patricia Hittle retired 
from Parkway Furniture af-
ter 23 years at the store. She 
also worked for 16 years at 
the former Edgar County 
Bank, now Prospect Bank.

No special activities are 
planned to celebrate the 
anniversary but cards are 
welcome at 614 E. Black-
burn, Paris, Il. 61944

vows Saturday, April 20, at 
the Paris Church of Christ.

suggested we stay at a lodge 
in the park, and we were able 
to get a one-night reservation. 
Moose, bear and antelope were 
some of the wild animals we 
saw and the park was beautiful. 
A traffic jam alongside the road 
was always an indication of a 
particularly nice wildlife sight-
ing. 

Our next destination was 
Missoula, Mont., where we 
met a friend, Bob Jovin, who 
had helped Tom on the farm 
10 years prior. It was great to 
see Bob and his personality 
was perfect for children. 

Matt and Christina argued 
whose turn it was to ride with 
Bob when he hauled canoes 
for a daylong canoe trip and 
when he took his boat up to 
Flathead Lake for fishing. 
Bob’s family had lived in Mon-
tana for a few generations, 
and he told wonderful stories, 
which the children loved.

Little did I know this trip and 
the time spent with Bob would 
cause my son to give me a truly 
unique and wonderful gift for 
Christmas 26 years later. Bear 
lard, according to Bob, makes 
the best piecrust ever. When 
he said this I could not imagine 
anyone using bear lard as Cris-
co and regular lard were so easy 
to purchase and worked quite 
well. December 25, 2018, my 
Christmas gift from Matt was 
two pints of bear lard. 

Some might not be im-
pressed, but I venture to say, 
very few, if anyone else, in our 
area received a gift of hand ren-
dered bear lard for Christmas. 

Matt now lives in Denver 
and went hunting in the moun-
tains with a friend this past fall. 
His friend had a license for 
moose, bear and antelope and 
Matt had a license for antelope 
and moose. It surprised me as 
Matt never hunted anything 
larger than a pheasant when 
living at home and always pre-
ferred fishing, especially fly 
fishing. 

He was amazed his Illinois 
hunter safety certificate card, 
which he earned while a stu-
dent with Jeff Hodge at Shiloh 
High School, was accepted by 
the Colorado Game hunting 
agency and allowed him to 
receive a license for hunting 
antelope and moose. I was im-
pressed he could still find his 
card. 

Matt and his friend were 
in the mountains and it was 
getting late with fog and dusk 
rolling in when he thought he 
heard his friend shout, “there-
there,” but it was actually, 
“bear-bear.” His friend shot a 
brown bear and they had to 
dress it and carry everything 
on their backs for the mile-
long trek back to their vehicle. 
His friend kept the bear hide 
and some meat and gave Matt 
some of the meat and fat. Matt 

rendered the fat and that is 
how I received one of the most 
thoughtful gifts ever. 

Christmas morning Matt 
told me to look in the freezer 
for the blue gift bag, and I was 
in total shock when I saw what 
was inside. Some may think 
bear lard is not so wonderful, 
but I am so sentimental and it 
brought back a ton of memo-
ries of one of the best trips our 
family ever took. 

Bob was correct. Bear lard 
does make the best piecrust for 
rolling. I have made countless 
pies and have never had crust 
so easy to roll. It rolled perfect-
ly every time.  

Because this lard is so special 
I have used it only for making 
pies for those people who per-
sonally know Matt and can ap-
preciate what he did by giving 
me this gift. I have made lemon 
meringue, strawberry rhubarb, 
double berry, cherry pie and 
a couple of single crusts for 
pumpkin and cream pie. I still 
want to make a gooseberry pie 
with it and have a person in 
mind I plan to share that pie 
with. 

By then I will have used up 
my supply but certainly not the 
memory of this extra special 
gift.

Recently, I was told bear 
lard is available on Amazon. 
Though not surprised, I tru-
ly believe it could never be as 
good as the bear lard I received 
from my son. If he should read 
this he would say, “Oh, Mom.” 

It is another reason we 
should remember to keep a 
journal of trips and events. 
When we get older we tend 
to appreciate those memories 
even more. 

We made it to Seattle and 
then made it home on the 
train. The train trip home 
was truly interesting itself and 
someday I must tell the rest of 
the story.

The following is a recipe I 
put together for bear lard pie-
crust. In my opinion, the flavor 
is not really any different than 
my other crusts, although Tom 
said he liked it better. The color 
of the lard was very white. 

Special to The Prairie Press

Bear lard Matt Patchett 
rendered for his mother made 
a unique Christmas gift and a 
reminder of a special family 
vacation. Lard is a stable cook-
ing product that will keep a 
long time without any special 
effort. Freezing can extend the 
shelf life of the product even 
longer. 

For several years, my son 
lived on fish sticks for break-
fast, lunch and dinner, later 
graduating to chicken nuggets 
and mustard-free hamburg-
ers. He is an adult now, and 
thoroughly hates chicken 
nuggets.

A kid will eat what he 
wants to eat – a maximum, 
nevertheless, not easily 
accepted by parents, intent on 
rearing healthy children. You 
keep putting stuff on the table 

until they stumble across 
something they like.

Sometimes, that does not 
work, and they end up with 
the Department of Children 
Services, and you end up in 
jail.

(Harry Reynolds is a retired 
editor and columnist from the 
Mattoon Journal Gazette and 
Charleston Time-Courier. 
He recently started writing occa-
sional columns for the fun of 
it, in which he offers a different 
look at life and aging. Email 
him at reynoldsharry1943@
gmail.com)

REYNOLDS
FROM PAGE 1B

If didn’t tell you … 
who would?

Former Paris resident 
honored in Linton

LINTON, Ind. – Jeff Do-
ris and his wife, Vickie, were 
recently honored by the Lin-
ton-Stockton Chamber of 
Commerce as Citizens of the 
Year.

Doris, a 1982 Paris High 
School graduate, is an inde-
pendent pharmacist in Lin-
ton. The Citizens of the Year 
award honors people in the 
community who have made 
an extraordinary impact on 
the community. 

The couple was recognized 
for efforts in leading the cam-
paign to revitalize the town’s 
Main Street business district. 
One of their projects created 
senior apartments in a block 
that featured the art deco 
Cine Theater. 

“Some people like to hunt, 
some people like to fish. We 
happen to like to collect bro-
ken buildings and bring them 
back to life,” Jeff Doris said in 
accepting the award. 
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SPRINGFIELD — The 
foundation that supports the 
16th president’s library and 
museum mismanaged its as-
sets in a way that could put 
an extraordinarily important 
collection of more than 1,000 
Abraham and Mary Todd Lin-
coln artifacts at risk of being 
auctioned off, the museum’s 
chief has told lawmakers. 

If that happens, Abraham 
Lincoln Presidential Library 
and Museum Executive Direc-
tor Alan Lowe said, it would 
be devastating to the institu-
tion.

The collection includes the 
bloody gloves the former pres-
ident had in his pocket when 
he died, his alleged stovepipe 
hat and a huge number of 

Mary Lincoln documents. 
The Abraham Lincoln Presi-
dential Library Foundation — 
a private entity separate from 
the museum, which is a state 
agency — borrowed $23 mil-
lion to purchase the artifacts in 
2007 from Louise Taper, who 
was on the foundation’s board 
at the time.

The loan comes due in 
October, and the foundation 
still owes $9.2 million, Lowe 
said. Because the foundation 
retained ownership of the 
collection, there is a great con-
cern it will auction those mate-
rials to raise enough money to 
pay back the bank.

“To lose it would be a real 
loss to obviously our institu-
tion, but I think to the state 
as well. For us, the auction of 
even one of those items would 
be a huge loss in many ways,” 

Lowe told legislators during 
hearings last month. “Histor-
ically and educationally, it’s a 
rich collection of documents 
and artifacts. But reputation-
ally, it would devastate the in-
stitution.”

The director said the Li-
brary and Museum uses the 
collection in exhibits, for 
research and in educational 
programs, so losing access 
to the artifacts — having 
them go back out into private 
hands — would be a devas-
tating loss. 

But perhaps the greater 
damage, he added, would be 
to the institution’s reputation. 

“No one in the country 
differentiates between us as a 
state agency and the private 
foundation,” Lowe said.

Foundation Vice Chair 
Nick Kalm said in a written 

statement to Capitol News 
Illinois, “…The ALPLM’s 
director reaffirmed that the 
museum relies on the import-
ant role the ALPLF plays in 
supporting the ALPLM.  Part 
of that role includes acquiring 
collections, including the Ta-
per Collection, at the request 
of the state of Illinois. We 
agree with the director and 
look forward to continuing 
our work together to secure 
Lincoln artifacts in the public 
realm for posterity.”  

When there were news re-
ports last summer the foun-
dation was seeking an auction 
house to sell artifacts, Lowe 
said, previous donors called 
him to make sure items given 
to the institution would not be 
included in an auction.

Lowe added if an auction 
were to occur, any future do-

nations, “will dry up. At that 
point, your institutional rep-
utation goes down the drain, 
and it would be a huge blow to 
the ALPLM,” he said.

After listening to the direc-
tor’s testimony, Rep. Stephanie 
Kifowit, a Democrat from Os-
wego, said she wanted to make 
sure the museum’s administra-
tion learned something from 
this precarious situation.

“I just want to make clear 
for the record that we’re not 
going to trust an independent 
foundation with very import-
ant artifacts in the future,” she 
said.

Before taking this position 
about three years ago, Lowe 
worked for the Ronald Rea-
gan Library, Franklin Roos-
evelt Library, George W. Bush 
Library and the office of the 

BY DANNY BRISENO
dnl.briseno@gmail.com

Edgar County has had several mem-
orable people come from within its 
borders. Some took the road into law 
and made a name for themselves that 
way. Others went off and found fame 
in show business, and others made 
a name for themselves through hard 
work and a willingness to help when 
they were called upon.

Daniel Rhoads was of the latter 
type. He was born Dec. 7, 1821, in 
Edgar County. He was of strong En-
glish heritage and born into a family 
that had already made a name for it-
self. Rhoads’ grandfather, also named 
Daniel, served under the great George 
Washington in the American Revolu-
tion.

Growing up, Rhoads lived a life like 
anyone else of the time period, but 
after hearing Gen. John C. Frémont’s 
account of his first trip to California, 
Rhoads knew it was time for him to 
travel westward as well. 

In 1846, Rhoads and his wife, 
Amanda Esrey, loaded up and made 
the five-month trip across the treach-
erous country with other family mem-
bers in tow. En route they encountered 
the Donner Party, which extended an 
invitation to join them. Rhoads, not 
knowing if the Donner’s route was a 
good one, declined. 

They reached Whiteland, Calif., 
Oct. 4, and stayed for a short while. 
They finally settled near Sutter’s Fort 

in the Sacramento Valley. That winter 
word reached the settlers in the val-
ley of a migrant party stranded in the 
middle of nowhere in horrible winter 
conditions. It was the Donner Party 
– the same group the Rhoads’ wagon 
train encountered on the journey to 
California.

With no time to waste, Rhoads was 
one of the first volunteers to go out 
and rescue the family in need. The res-
cue party had to carry all of their sup-
plies through the treacherous weather 
for 80 miles into the Sierra Nevada 
Mountains.

The rescuers reached the remnants 
of the Donner Party Feb. 18, 1847, 
and the survivors asked, “Are you men 
from California or do you come from 
heaven?” It was discovered the sur-
vivors had not eaten for about three 
weeks. Later it was learned members 
of the Donner Party resorted to canni-
balism in order to survive.

Rhoads and his team led the 21 
survivors out of the cold and back to 
California. Three survivors died along 
the way. The rescue party had stored 
supplies along the way to have rations 
for the return trip. Wild animals broke 
into one of the caches and consumed 
everything, and everyone was forced 
to eat rawhide from their snowshoes 
for three-days until reaching a base 
camp.

Gold was found at Sutter’s Mill in 
the late 1840s and over the next few 
years Rhoads mined the American 

River earning around $8,000 for the 
effort. Rhoads moved his family to 
Missouri in 1851, but it did not seem 
like home and they quickly moved 
back to California and purchased a 
ranch near Gilroy.

A drought in 1857 forced Rhoads to 
drive his livestock to King’s River. His 
family joined him there in 1860 and 
lived in an adobe house Rhoads built 

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

A 55-year-old show that 
commands 23 million view-
ers and is the top-rated game 
show in history. The answer is: 
“What is Jeopardy!?” 

In 1965, the answers-first 
show made its debut. But if not 
for a group of popular — and 
fraudulent — quiz shows, it 
may never have existed in the 
first place. 

Throughout the late 1950s, 
viewers were riveted by a se-
ries of scandals related to TV 
quiz shows. The high-stakes 
games were extremely popu-
lar — and extremely rigged. 
Once the nation realized they 
were rooting for contestants in 
televised frauds, a grand jury, 
a congressional investigation, 
and even a change in commu-
nications law followed. But 
though the shows were short-
lived, their format lives on in 
Jeopardy!.

Game shows were born 
right around the dawn of 
television, but first became 
popular on the radio. In 1938, 
Information Please, a radio 
show that rewarded listeners 
for submitting questions that 
stumped an expert panel, de-
buted. Later that year TV’s 
first game show, Spelling Bee, 
appeared. The format really 
took off after World War II, 
as more households got TVs. 
Low-stakes shows like This Is 
the Missus, which had contes-
tants participate in silly con-
tests, and Queen For a Day, 
which rewarded women for 
sharing their sob stories, reeled 
in daytime viewers.

But it took a Supreme Court 
suit to usher in big prizes for 
the shows. In 1954, the Su-
preme Court ruled in FCC v. 
American Broadcasting Co., 
Inc. that giveaways weren’t 
gambling. This decision paved 
the way for higher stakes in 
game shows. Suddenly, prime-
time viewers could choose 
between a new rash of game 
shows with massive prizes. 

The first popular high-stakes 
show, The $64,000 Question, 
created by CBS producer 
Louis Cowan and based on 
an older radio show, Take It or 
Leave It, paid the winners of 
a riveting general-knowledge 
quiz the equivalent of over 
$600,000 in modern dollars 
if they could beat out experts 
in their own fields. It was an 
immediate hit — and so were 
its most frequent winners.  
Another show, Twenty-One, 
reeled in NBC viewers by pit-
ting two players against one 
another in a trivia game that 
involved isolation booths and 
headphones. 

The shows were popular 
because of their tense game-
play and gimmicks like audi-
ence close-ups, lighting em-
phasizing  a lone contestant 
thinking and isolation booths, 
writes media historian Olaf 
Hoerschelmann. They, “trans-
formed people who were not 
celebrities or recognized ex-
perts in their field into super-
stars,” he notes.

The nation fell in love with 
contestants like Joyce Broth-
ers. In 1955 and 1957, the psy-
chologist won the top prize in 
The $64,000 Question and its 
successor, beating a panel of 
actual boxers on obscure ques-
tions about the sport. Brothers 
knew that her chances of get-
ting selected for the show were 
higher if she could compete 

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS
www.history.com

The first successful air-
plane pilot, Wilbur Wright, 
flew his 1903 craft by lying 
on his stomach, pushing 
and pulling levers as the 
wind swept over his head. 
Since then, piloting a plane 
has become a lot less phys-
ical thanks to automation 
and autopilot functions 
that do a lot of pilots’ work 
for them. But there have 
also been serious accidents 
linked to this technolog-
ical advancement — like 
in 2009, when automation 
technology failed on Air 
France Flight 447, and pi-
lots weren’t able to take con-
trol manually.

Automating certain 
functions was necessary to 
making bigger and better 
planes. Just nine years af-
ter Wright flew his plane at 
Kitty Hawk, North Caroli-
na, a man named Lawrence 
Sperry created the first 
successful autopilot. Sper-
ry’s invention was known 
as gyroscopic automatic 
pilot, which automatically 
balanced the plane in flight. 
Sperry’s autopilots became 
popular during the 1920s 
and ’30s. 

During the 1970s, airline 
companies started explor-
ing automation using digi-
tal technology. At the time, 
studies showed most plane 
accidents were caused by 
human error rather than 
mechanical error, so au-
tomation seemed like a 
way to make air travel safer 
(self-driving car developers 
also use this argument).

With these safety stud-
ies in mind, the aviation 
company Airbus set out to 
design a plane that even a 
bad pilot could safely fly. 
For this, the company de-
veloped a new fly-by-wire 
system. 

“Whereas autopilot just 
does what a pilot tells it to 
do, fly-by-wire is a comput-
er-based control system that 
can interpret what the pilot 
wants to do and then exe-
cute the command smooth-
ly and safely,” explains Slate. 

Automation 
of flight 
began 9 
years after 
Wright Bros.

See PLANES, Page 4B

Finding home in California

See MUSEUM, Page 4B

Rigged 
quiz shows 
inspired 
‘Jeopardy’

See SHOWS, Page 4B

Lincoln museum losing

Special to The Prairie Press

Daniel Rhoads built this adobe house in 1857 for his family. It is still standing and remains in use today. Known as El Adobe 
del los Robles Rancho, it is historic site 206 on the California registry.

Special to The Prairie Press

Daniel Rhoads, pictured in later life, left 
Edgar County as a young man seeking 
a better life for his family in California. 
Among his many accomplishments was 
leading the rescue party to save the Don-
ner Party that was trapped in the Sierra 
Nevada Mountains during the winter of 
1846-1847.

Worries private Foundation will have to auction items to repay $9.2M still owed on loan

Medicine has changed
over the years ...

Our customer
service hasn’t.

                                              Steve Benefiel R.PH                    Dustin Melton, R.PH.
Denise Allanson, R.PH      Missy Speicher, PharmD

Jackie Owen, PharmD

HISTORIC HOUSE SURVIVES

See RHOADS, Page 4B
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National Archives that oversaw 
all presidential libraries.

The libraries had a close 
relationship with their corre-
sponding foundations, he said. 
Typically, he would approach 
the foundation at the beginning 
of each year to inform them of 
what educational program-
ming and exhibits the museum 
would like to host. The founda-
tion then raised the money to 
cover those costs.

He would also mention 
presidential-related artifacts 

coming on the market that year 
that he wanted the foundation 
to look into purchasing for the 
museum. If the foundation 
raised enough money to do so, 
it donated the item to the mu-
seum.

“That’s what we need to have 
here,” Lowe said.

Republican Sen. Dan McCo-
nchie, from Hawthorn Woods, 
asked the director about the 
foundation’s fiscal transparen-
cy. 

“If I pay a membership [fee], 
do we know where that money 
goes?” he asked.

“At this point, I do not know 

where that money goes,” Lowe 
said. “I know that, under our 
legislation, the foundation op-
erates that program. They can 
use that money at their discre-
tion. It’s supposed to be used 
toward our support, but as part 
of the concerns, frankly, over 
the last year of transparency 
with the foundation, I do not 
know specifically how those 
funds are spent.”

He added no one outside the 
foundation has access to that 
information.

McConchie also asked about 
what the foundation’s annual fi-
nancial statement filed with the 

federal government revealed. 
Lowe said the most recent doc-
ument he has seen was from tax 
year 2016, which showed the 
foundation was given $1.7 mil-
lion in donations. 

Lowe testified before House 
and Senate panels with a bud-
get request of $1.7 million, 
none of which would go to-
ward the foundation. He said 
the money would be spent on 
additional staff to maintain the 
museum and library’s grounds 
and to begin the process of dig-
itizing some of its other collec-
tions, housed on eight miles of 
shelving.

higher if she could compete 
as a novelty contestant, so she 
gained an encyclopedic knowl-
edge of the sport by reading 20 
volumes of encyclopedias on 
boxing. Her wins turned her 
into a household name. She 
had her own TV show and was 
on her way to becoming one of 
the most influential pop psy-
chologists of all time.

Another quiz show darling 
was Charles Van Doren, a col-
lege professor and member of a 
famously intellectual family. In 
1956, he challenged the reign-
ing champion of Twenty-One, 
a nerdy-looking ex-GI named 
Herb Stempel, in a weeks-long 
run of shows that ended in 
multiple ties and a nail-biting 
conclusion. Van Doren was 
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James and Margaret Reed also departed Illinois for California 
in 1846 the same year as Daniel Rhoads migrated from Edgar 
County. The Reeds were members of the ill-fated Donner Party 
that was trapped by early snow in the Sierra Nevada Mountains. 
Rhoads led a rescue party that reached the Donner Party in Feb-
ruary 1847 and found 21 starving survivors who were reduced to 
cannibalism before the rescue. Years later the Reed’s daughter, 
Virginia, recalled how happy she was at the beginning of the trip 
west.

on 2,000 acres of land. 
Rhoads’ ranch was known 
then and now as El Adobe 
de los Robles Ranch. Today, 
this house is the second oldest 
adobe home in the San Joaquin 
Valley and has been continu-
ally inhabited since it was first 
built 162 years ago. The Daniel 
Rhoads’ family home is listed 
as historic site number 206 in 
the State of California.

Throughout his life Dan-
iel Rhoads did many things 
other than help rescue a fam-
ily in need. He found his true 
passion in banking. He was 
vice president of the Bank of 
Hanford and president of the 

Bank of Lemoore. The Rhoads 
family finally moved to San 
Francisco where he served on 
the board of directors for the 
Grainger Bank. 

As one can see people of 
all sorts make their way out 
of Edgar County and set their 
place in stone all over this great 
country. Whether it be the 
gold valley in California or the 
snow-covered streets of New 
York, it does not matter. From 
Nobel Peace Prize winner to an 
ordinary man who sets out to 
rescue a family, Edgar County 
raises them right. 

Daniel Rhoads and his wife, 
Amanda, fought through a lot 
in their lives, but in the end, 
they never lost hope and lived 
happily with their seven kids.
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clean-cut and handsome, and 
he offset Stempel perfectly. 

When debonair Van Doren 
finally beat awkward Stempel, it 
was the talk of the nation. Van 
Doren  was featured on other 
TV shows and upheld as an 
icon for Cold War Americans. 
What viewers didn’t realize was 
that both shows were rigged. 

“[The quiz shows’] reliance 
on returning popular contes-
tants also motivated producers 
and sponsors to manipulate the 
outcome of the quizzes,” writes 
Hoerschelmann.

Fixing the shows wasn’t ille-
gal, but it certainly wasn’t ethi-
cal. 

Twenty-One producer Dan 
Enright rigged the show after 
its inception when a sponsor 
slammed him for producing a 
dull show. He coached Stem-
pel, styling him as an antago-
nist to be pitted against more 
lovable contestants. Everything 
from Stempel’s clothing to his 
language was pre-set.

“I used to go down to En-
right’s office every Wednesday 
afternoon before the show,” 
Stempel said on a 1992 PBS 

documentary. “I ran through 
[the answers], he would in-
struct me when to pause, when 
to mop my brow. Everything 
was very carefully choreo-
graphed.” When Stempel lost 
ground against Van Doren 
during a pivotal question in 
the series, it was no mistake. 
Though the topic of the ques-
tion was his favorite movie, 
Marty, he pretended he didn’t 
know it had won the 1955 
Academy Award for Best Mo-
tion Picture. 

A year after his loss, Stem-
pel was angry Enright didn’t 
follow through on behind-the-
scenes promises to give him a 
permanent, high-salary job. He 
approached a reporter with the 
revelation that Twenty-One 
was rigged. But without cor-
roboration — and in the face 
of potential legal threats from 
NBC — the story was never 
printed. 

In 1958, a contestant from 
CBS’ Dotto told the Manhat-
tan District Attorney that he 
had discovered materials that 
indicated a champion had been 
given answers to the show’s 

questions. It was the beginning 
of the end of quiz shows. 

Manhattan convened a 
grand jury that heard over 150 
witnesses, and Congress inves-
tigated. 

When Twenty-One contes-
tant James Snodgrass, who had 
also been given answers on the 
show, turned up with registered 
letters he had mailed to himself 
at the time of the show — each 
featuring the questions and an-
swers he’d been given — the jig 
was up.

Van Doren admitted to ly-
ing and resigned his post at 
Columbia. He and 17 other 
contestants pleaded guilty to 
lying under oath to the grand 
jury in 1959. They all received 
suspended sentences and side-
stepped jail. Though the grand 
jury estimated that two thirds 
of all witnesses committed 
perjury, many, like Brothers, 
continued to deny they had 
been involved in any rigging. 
In 1960, Congress put the fi-
nal nail in the shows’ coffin by 
amending the Communica-
tions Act of 1934. Fixing quiz 
shows was now illegal. 

“For example, if the pilot pulls 
back on his or her control 
stick, the fly-by-wire system 
will understand that the pilot 
wants to pitch the plane up, 
and then will do it at just the 
right angle and rate.”

In the late 1980s, Airbus 
fully introduced this technol-
ogy for the first time on its 
A320 plane, also known as 
the Electric Jet. Other aircraft 
carriers like Boeing adopted 
these fly-by-wire systems in 
the 1990s. 

In a 2009, an Air France 
Flight 447 from Rio de Ja-

neiro to Paris mysterious-
ly crashed into the Atlantic 
Ocean, killing all 228 people 
aboard. Air traffic controllers 
lost contact with the Airbus 
A330-200 plane in the middle 
of a thunderstorm. When the 
black box was discovered, it 
was concluded the autopilot 
and fly-by-wire functions had 
malfunctioned and turned 
themselves off and the pilots 
were unable to take over the 
plane manually. Journalist and 
former pilot William Lange-
wiesche later wrote in Vanity 
Fair that because flying a com-
mercial plane had become 
such an automated process, 
the pilots on Flight 447 didn’t 

have the experience necessary 
to take over in emergency 
conditions.

The crash prompted calls to 
retrain pilots on how to man-
ually fly a plane, but a decade 
later, concerns about pilots 
not having enough experience 
to take over a plane manually 
persist. Investigators are still 
determining what caused the 
Lion Air Flight 610 crash in 
October 2018 that killed 189 
people and the Ethiopian 
Airlines Flight 302 crash in 
March 2019 that killed 157; 
but many suspect automation 
programs in the Boeing 737 
Max plane may have played a 
role in these deadly disasters.
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  Samaritan’s Purse volunteers have 
been busy in Nebraska since March 22 
assisting communities after catastroph-
ic flooding struck the Midwest. The 
Christian organization has been helping 
dozens of homeowners remove debris 
and damaged belongings and offering 
encouragement in Christ’s name. 
   Samaritan’s Purse is a nondenomina-
tional evangelical Christian organization 
providing spiritual and physical aid to 
hurting people around the world. Since 
1970, Samaritan’s Purse has helped 
meet needs of people who are victims 
of war, poverty, natural disasters, disease 
and famine with the purpose of sharing 
God’s love through his son, Jesus Christ. 
The organization serves the Church 
worldwide to promote the Gospel of the 
Lord Jesus Christ.
   The organization was founded by the 
late Bob Pierce who was eventually suc-
ceeded by Franklin Graham. The group 
is best known for its annual Operation 
Christmas Child project, sending shoe-
boxes at Christmas to children  through-
out the world. 
  Among the homeowners who have 
been aided by the ministry are long-time 
Operation Christmas Child volunteers 
Charlotte Young and her husband Ron. 
The flood-weary couple has been serv-
ing with Operation Christmas Child  for 
the past two decades helping to provide 
gifts to children in need all around the 
world. 
   In their own hometown, they found 
themselves on the receiving end of a 
Samaritan’s Purse gift at their flooded 
property. Volunteers mudded-out their 
family residence of 35 years where sev-
eral feet of water destroyed drywall and 
violently shifted their belongings. “It was 
like a tornado inside a house,” Ron said. 
Included in those possessions were years 
of Operation Christmas Child packing 
photos as well as items Charlotte Young 
planned to pack in shoeboxes for the 
2019 collection season. 
   “I never dreamed that I would ever call 
Samaritan’s Purse [for help],” she said. 
“I never had any idea that it would hap-
pen.” Still, the couple thanked God for 
sending Samaritan’s Purse to them. 
   “People coming in orange shirts — this 
is my first day to feel relieved,” she said. 
After they received a Billy Graham 
Study Bible signed by the volunteers 
who worked on their home, the couple 
smiled through tears. 
   “You feel some of that hope of Jesus 
Christ being on the [receiving] side,” 
Ron Young added. “It’s full circle.”
Volunteers find it encouraging to see 
how God has used the work of Samari-
tan’s Purse to be a connecting point for 
family members—even 1,600 miles 
apart. 
  When Samaritan’s Purse volunteers 
responded to the historic flooding, they 

met volunteer Nancy Lichtenberg. She 
attends Fremont Alliance Church — 
the base of operations in Fremont, Neb. 
She also happens to be the niece of a 
California homeowner, Elaine, who was 
helped late last year.
    Elaine tragically lost her Paradise, Calif., 
home in the devastating Camp Fire that 
destroyed 13,000 homes and claimed 
85 lives. Samaritan’s Purse helped her 
find her late husband’s wedding ring — 
a priceless item she was saving for her 
only grandson — amid the ashes of her 
destroyed home. She was one of 1,200 
homeowners Samaritan’s Purse helped 
during the Camp Fire response. 
   When it was announced that Samar-
itan’s Purse was coming to Fremont, 
Lichtenberg said she wanted to be a part 
of helping her community through the 
organization who had helped her aunt 
so much.
    “When I heard Samaritan’s Purse was 
coming here, I thought, ‘I have to give 
back for what they did for my aunt. [My 
aunt] said that the Samaritan’s Purse 
people were just such a blessing to 
them,” she said.
     A previous brain surgery and addi-
tional physical ailments keep Lichten-
berg from going out into the field to 
work with volunteer teams, but she still 
felt the Lord calling her to serve her 
community. “Most of my life, I’ve had 
receptionist jobs. So, I said, ‘I can answer 
a phone,’” she recalled. 
   Lichtenberg has spent the week taking 
calls from homeowners who need help 
and encouraging others to volunteer. 
   “I have taken calls from people who 
wanted to come from out of state to 
volunteer with Samaritan’s Purse,” Licht-
enberg said. “One gentleman called and 
said that he wants to work with Samari-
tan’s Purse because he saw them work as 

the hands and feet of Jesus.” 
   While the unprecedented flooding 
did not affect their home, Lichtenberg 
and her husband Jim were trapped for 
several days by the extensive damage it 
caused. Their son, Chris, experienced 
the extent of the flooding while working 
as a first responder. 
   Chris Lichtenberg and six fellow fire-
fighters ventured across the floodwaters 
in airboats, helping rescue families from 
their homes. In the dark of night, the 
boats sank — overcome by the rising 
water and cold wind. 
   “There were seven firefighters standing 
in chest-high icy water,” his mother said. 
“They didn’t know if anyone was com-
ing to rescue them — these guys were 
trying to formulate a plan on how they 
could rescue themselves.” Thankfully, 
the National Guard came to their rescue. 
Lichtenberg thanks God for sending Sa-
maritan’s Purse to the rescue in Nebras-
ka much like he sent the National Guard 
to rescue her son. 
   “I have felt so blessed working because 
everyone from Samaritan’s Purse’s focus 
is to do what God requires them to do. 
It is to show people God’s love first of 
all — and that’s where the long-term im-
pact is going to be,” Nancy said. 
   Lichtenberg knows only God could 
have orchestrated the connection be-
tween Samaritan’s Purse helping her 
aunt and setting up camp in her home 
church some 1,600 miles away. “He will 
get us through what we need to do. I 
just feel so privileged to work alongside 
Samaritan’s Purse. I’m a life who will be 
changed because of this experience.”
   As Samaritan’s Purse volunteers con-
tinue to respond to devastating flooding 
in Nebraska, they ask for prayers for 
these affected families and for team of 
volunteers serving in Christ’s name. 

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Christian families regularly 
participate in the annual appeal 
of One Great Hour of Sharing. 
Many remember the coin box-
es — sometimes in the shape 
of a church — for children to 
collect money for the appeal.

One Great Hour of Sharing 
is an offering that makes the 
love of Christ real for individ-
uals and communities around 
the world who suffer the effects 
of disaster, conflict or severe 
economic hardship, and for 
those who serve them through 
gifts of money and time. Today, 
projects are underway in more 
than 100 countries, including 
the United States and Canada. 
In the 1990s, receipts have ex-
ceeded $20 million annually. 

While specific allocations dif-
fer in each denomination, all 
use their One Great Hour of 
Sharing funds to make possi-
ble disaster relief, refugee as-
sistance, development aid and 
more.

HISTORY
During World War II and 

immediately following, Protes-
tant churches made appeals for 
relief and reconstruction. At 
the prompting of newly-elect-
ed Presiding Bishop Henry 
Knox Sherrill of the Episcopal 
Church in 1946, a goal of $1 
million dollars per year was 
set for World Relief. On na-
tionwide radio, he challenged 
members to raise $1 million 
in one hour to help people and 
communities in need. During 

the first three years, Episcopa-
lians raised $3.8 million.

In 1949, church leaders from 
several denominations formed 
an ad hoc committee to orga-
nize an appeal aimed at sup-
porting the separate campaigns 
of American churches. Their 
joint statement in support of 
this effort in essence conveyed 
the importance of strengthen-
ing the vitally important relief 
and rehabilitation work of the 
churches overseas. Pulling 
together, they proved to the 
world the great power generat-
ed when Christians united in a 
common cause.

In 1950, the title “One 
Great Hour of Sharing” was 
used for the first time. Its 
goal was to make the love of 
Christ real for individuals 

and communities around the 
world who suffered.

From the beginning this has 
been an ecumenical effort. As 
denominations changed and 
merged, One Great Hour of 
Sharing has varied from eight to 
29 participating communions. 
Currently, the One Great Hour 
of Sharing committee official-
ly comprises eight Christian 
denominations: American 
Baptist Churches USA, Af-
rican Methodist Episcopal 
Zion Church, Church of the 
Brethren, Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ), Cum-
berland Presbyterian Church, 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), 
United Church of Christ and 
Church World Service. 

The Christian Church (Dis-
ciples of Christ) calls the of-

fering Week of Compassion. 
In various ways, all work in co-
operation with Church World 
Service, the relief, develop-
ment and refugee assistance 
arm of the National Council 
of the Churches of Christ in 
the U.S.A.

The purpose of One Great 
Hour of Sharing has remained 
the same — to collect special 
gifts to assist those in need. 
From the 1990s to the early 
2000s, receipts have exceeded 
$20 million annually. 

Contributions to One Great 
Hour of Sharing make a differ-
ence in the lives of real people. 
Leaders of impacted com-
munities identify the needs 
of their people. Priorities for 
short, medium and long-term 
solutions are then made for 

the purpose of improving the 
quality of life for individuals 
and the communities. Around 
the world, One Great Hour of 
Sharing continues to respond 
to needs equally critical as 
when it was first created.

WEEK OF COMPASSION
In 1950, Week of Compas-

sion, begun in 1944 by the 
Christian Church (Disciples 
of Christ), joined eight other 
Protestant bodies in One Great 
Hour of Sharing (OGHS), a 
program initiated by Church 
World Service. Although the 
various denominations had 
pooled their resources to en-
act relief programs for several 
years, OGHS allowed Amer-
ican Protestants to combine 

One Great Hour of Sharing

Special to The Prairie Press

Samaritan’s Purse volunteers carry away debris and ruined belongings from flooded Nebraska homes. The Christian 
organization, headed by Franklin Graham, has been on the ground in the flooded state since March 22.

What is the 
truth?

When people hear or read 
the account of the crucifix-
ion of Jesus they naturally 

tend to 
focus 
upon the 
agonizing 
public 
display of 
his hor-
rific treat-
ment, the 
floggings, 
abuse, 
indig-

nity and 
struggle as he bore his cross 
to the place of execution, 
and then the open shame of 
hanging upon the cruelest 
instrument of torture to die 
in disgrace.  

In the Book of John, we 
are taken backstage in order 
to see the internal workings 
and cloistered manipu-
lations of local authority 
figures, Jewish and Roman, 
in their attempt to eliminate 
what they considered a 
threat by Jesus of Nazareth.  

As Pilate was the highest 
local governmental author-
ity he could have stopped 
the charade of a frenzied 
kangaroo court that met in 
mock trial in the middle of 
the night in order to convict 
Jesus and seek his death. In 
this particular case, he came 
face to face with not only 
a public decision that was 
manipulated by evil religious 
charlatans, but also with a 
private decision about his 
own soul’s condition.  

The record is careful 
to reveal that Pilate was 
preconditioned by the 
Jewish hierarchy against 
Jesus. There was an evil 
compromising symbiotic 
relationship between the 
High Priest and Sanhedrin 
council and the regional 
Roman governor. I am con-
vinced the ultimate result of 
a marriage of religion and 
politics is always horrifi-
cally twisted offspring and 
tragedy for some minority 
opinion.

Condensing the two short 
discourses between Pilate 
and Jesus Christ helps one 
see that Pilate was engaged 
in trying to understand who 
Jesus was or claimed to be, 
and what he had done to 
warrant such vitriol and 
extreme prejudice from his 
own people, the Jews. 

Pilate’s question, “Are you 
the King of the Jews?” is in 
reality, “Who are you?”  

Jesus didn’t shy away from 
answering that question. He 
spoke plainly to the issue of 
who he was. Jesus Christ is 
the embodiment of truth. 
Jesus is truth personified.

He came to bear witness 
of the truth because he is, 
“the way, the truth and the 
life,” as noted in John 14:6.

Jesus Christ is not just a 
stream of truth, not just an 
enlightened human, not 
just a regional, national or 
cultural icon, not just a great 
prophet, not just a persecut-
ed and martyred religious 
zealot and not just a king. 
No, he is so much more than 
all that.  Jesus Christ is the 
incarnation of the invisible 
God. Jesus Christ is the 
Creator, the center of all 

JACK
HOFFMAN
PASTOR’S
PERSPECTIVE

Volunteers aid Nebraska

See PASTOR, Page 9B

Name claim 
controversy
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

SALT LAKE CITY — 
The Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-day Saints just 
amped up the religious ri-
valry around who owns the 
name Jesus Christ.

Last August, Latter-day 
Saints embraced their 
prophet’s mandate to use 
the faith’s official name 
— The Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints 
— as a public and private 
push to recognize the sav-
ior who they believe leads 
their church. Outsiders, 
researchers and reporters 
respected the religion’s 
right to self-identity, and 
many strived to follow its 
preferred style guide, some 
even eschewing the popular 
term Mormon to describe 
the 16 million members.

Recently, however, the 
Utah-based church re-
placed its official website, 
lds.org, with a new domain 
name, simply churchofje-
suschrist.org, without the 
Latter-day Saints ending 
— a move some Christians 
find confusing, curious or 
downright offensive.

Scores of churches have 
Christ in their names, and 
many online domains are 
similar as well.

Consider the national 
and international denomi-
nations United Church of 
Christ, Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ) and 
Church of God in Christ. 

Besides mistaking one 
group for another, there 
is the question of priestly 
authority. Joseph Smith 
and his fledgling follow-
ers founded their church 
in 1830, asserting it to be 
the restored gospel of Je-
sus Christ and calling it 
the only true church with 
divine authority to act for 
God.

In recent years, the 
church has not, “honked 
about that so much,” says 
the Rev. Jeffrey R. Silliman, 
a lifelong Utah resident and 
former pastor at Mount 
Olympus Presbyterian 
Church in Millcreek.

Silliman was OK with 
Latter-day Saints using the 
full name of their church 
more often, he says, to help 
others recognize their con-
nection to Christ.

But the new domain 
name, Silliman says, “of-
fends me.”

“It accentuates that the 
rest of us are not the church 
of Jesus Christ,” the Pres-
byterian minister says. “It’s 
an attempt to assert the 
church’s claims.”

For his part, Richard 
Mouw, president emeritus 
of the Fuller Theological 
Seminary in Pasadena, 
Calif., finds it hard, “to get 
worked up over this.”

Many churches, Mouw 
explains, “‘own’ labels ex-
pressing identities that the 
rest of us also claim.”

So Latter-day Saint au-
thorities, says the religious 
scholar, author of “Talking 
With Mormons: An Invi-
tation to Evangelicals,” “are 
not doing anything partic-
ularly offensive simply by 
employing this label.”

Special to The Prairie Press

Samaritan’s Purse volunteers helped Nebraska homeowners clear debris and 
ruined belongings from their flooded homes. The Christian organization, headed by 
Franklin Graham, has been on the ground in the flooded state since March 22. After 
work is complete, the volunteers presented homeowners like Dewayne Docken, 
right, with a special Bible signed by the volunteers who worked at his home.

See HOUR, Page 5B
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A powerful hearing aid  
for television since 1998

Over 2 million  
satisfied customers 

Call 1-855-850-9749  
M-F 6 am — 6 pm PST

2701 via Orange Way, Suite 1 Spring Valley, CA 91978

Put on your TV Ears 
and hear TV with unmatched clarity

Voice Clarifying TV Headset

TV•Ears Original™

$129.95
NEW SPECIAL OFFER 
NOW $5995

Use promo code MB59 
30-day risk free trial

+s&h

Adjustable Foam Tips
Headset weighs only 2 oz.

Rechargeable Battery
WIRELESS

APRIL 6 RIGHT TO LIFE SALE
Edgar County Right to Life’s an-
nual rummage sale is 9 a.m.-noon 

GRACE NOTES

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

A free children’s movie will 
be shown at the Paris Theatre 
during the Paris 95 school dis-
trict spring break. Screenings 
are 10 a.m. April 15, 16 and 17. 

“First Christian Church ap-
preciates the opportunity to 
sponsor, in conjunction with 
the theater, this free movie,” 
said the Rev. Mark Parkinson, 
interim minister at FCC. “The 
work of the church is to take 
the gospel outside the walls of 
the church and into our com-
munity. This is one way for us 
to achieve that goal. We want 
the children, along with the 
community, to know the love 
that God sent to us through his 
son, Jesus Christ.”  

The film is “Balto,” and is 
described as a fun movie with 
a good message using a lovable 
dog. All children and families, 
as well as the young at heart, are 
invited. The theater snack bar 
will have items for purchase, 
and the church is giving out 
dog-themed prizes to a lucky 
few, with free puppy chow to 
all.

Self-esteem, faith and true beauty
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

After publishing her fourth 
book in 2016, Jeanette Level-
lie said, “No more.” 

The Paris author, speaker 
and pastor’s wife of Nevins 
Christian Church had pub-
lished four books in a little 
more than four years. 

“Books are fun and excit-
ing, but they are tons of work,” 
said Levellie.

God helped change her 
mind. Levellie noticed that 
most women, even Christian 
women, often put themselves 
down. Although they find it 
easy to complement others, 
they have a hard time finding 
the good in their own hearts. 

“Our self-images are 
skewed by the world around 
us and what we were told as 
children,” said Levellie. “Many 
of those messages are negative 
and inaccurate. We need to 
see ourselves through the eyes 
of love: God’s.”

Levellie approached a close 
friend and fellow-writer, Beth 
Gormong, a farmer’s wife 
from the Terre Haute area, to 
co-author the new book. They 
decided to call it “Hello, Beau-
tiful! Finally Love Yourself 
Just As You Are.” 

The book is an interactive 
devotional journal.

 “Each of the 40 chapters 

Free movie

and Noble or by contacting 
Levellie at jeanettelevellie@
gmail.com, or stopping by 
The Presbyterian Church, 

241 W. Court St., Paris. Mon-
day-Thursday. To schedule 
speaking engagements, please 
call 217-686-1070. 

Special to The Prairie Press

“Hello Beautiful” is a new book by local author Jeanette Levellie 
and her writing partner Beth Gormong. It uses scripture verses 
and inspirational stories to help all women find self-apprecia-
tion through faith.

starts with a scripture, has a 
story from Beth’s or my own 
life and ends with a journal-

ing prompt 
or coloring 
page,” said 
L e v e l l i e . 
“This way 
readers can 
be involved 
in what we 
call a 40-day 
Soul Make-
over.” 

The writ-
ing duo have 
several book 
signings on 
the calendar, 
i n c l u d i n g 

one at Paris Library 6:30-8 
p.m. May 21.They will be giv-
ing away a prize basket full of 
beautiful items and goodies in 
addition to signing books and 
chatting with readers. 

The team has also devel-
oped a presentation for wom-
en’s groups and churches, 
sharing the life-changing prin-
ciples found in “Hello, Beauti-
ful!” 

“Our goal is to help women 
see themselves as God sees 
them: valuable, lovable, capa-
ble and of course, beautiful 
— regardless of size, shape or 
social status,” said Levellie. 

“Hello, Beautiful!” is avail-
able on Amazon, Barnes 

JOIN US FOR OUR EASTER BUFFET- RESERVATIONS ONLY

Lincoln Trail Family 
         Restaurant

Saturday Night
 Surf and Turf: Marinated Sirloin and 1/2 # of snow crab legs, 

choice of side and 1-trip to salad bar.
Fettuccine Puttanesca: Shrimp sautéed in shallots, olives 
and herbs then tossed in a light tomato sauce, served with 

garlic bread and 1-trip to salad bar.

Sunday Specials
Buffalo Grouper Po Boy: Wild-caught grouper with our house-

made buffalo sauce and bleu cheese slaw on a foccocia roll, 
choice of beer-battered or grilled with FF or chips.

Chicken & Prawn Jambalaya: Mildly spiced Cajun/creole stew 
with rice and andouille sausage with 1-trip to salad bar.

217-826-8831

Product not available in MN, MT, NH, NM, RI, VT, WA. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of this type. Contact us for complete details about this 
insurance solicitation. This specific offer is not available in CO, NY; call 1-800-969-4781 for a similar offer. Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: 
P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN). 6164 AW18-1014

DENTAL Insurance
Physicians Mutual Insurance Company

Get help paying dental bills and 
keep more money in your pocket

Call for your FREE Information Kit
1-855-966-6272 

www.dental50plus.com/network

111 Elm Street • Clinton, IN 47842
Phone: (765) 832-2411
www.jacksoncars.com

335 S. 3rd Street • Clinton, IN 47842
Phone: (765) 832-3564
www.jacksoncars.com

Ryan Walton
Sales Representative

Shawn Walton
Sales Representative

Come see us today!It’s       Worth  The Drive

LEVELLIE

GORMONG

things, the one by whom all 
things consist and first in all 
things.

In fact, Jesus Christ is 
everything and everything is 
about Jesus Christ. History 
is his story. His irrefutable 
witnesses found in John 5: 
32 – 47 testify that he and the 
Father are one. 

The Father, John the Baptist, 
his amazing works and yes the 

Old Testament Scriptures bow 
before his majesty, proclaim-
ing the truth of who he was.  

We have an advantage 
that contemporaries of Jesus 
did not. We have read the 
end of the book; and in the 
conclusion of the Revelation 
and time as we know it, Jesus 
returns as King of Kings and 
Lord of Lords.  

Although Pilate could find 
no fault in Jesus worthy of 
death because what Jesus did 
was present a kingdom not 

of this world without being 
seditious against the secular 
Roman government, Pilate 
capitulated to the orchestrat-
ed cries of the lynch mob and 
permitted Jesus Christ to be 
executed on a Roman cross.  
He asked the right questions, 
but he didn’t allow the an-
swers to take hold of his heart.       

Jesus is the Son of God 
that took upon his sinless and 
guiltless soul our transgres-
sions and sins, so if we believe 
in him, we receive his perfect 

righteousness and become 
fit to enter heaven and life 
eternal.  

Don’t be like Pilate and 
miss acting on the answers to 
who Jesus is and what he did 
and is doing. Trust him only 
for your salvation today

(Jack D. Hoffman is the 
senior pastor at Cornerstone 
Baptist Church in Paris. Email 
him at jillandjack1971@gmail.
com. Pastor’s Perspective is pro-
vided by the Paris Ministerial 
Fellowship.)

PASTOR
FROM PAGE 5B

today, April 6, at the Knights of Co-
lumbus Hall, 614 N. Main St., Paris.  

APRIL 6  FUNDRAISER
The United Methodist Men Co-op’s 
annual spaghetti dinner is 5-7 p.m. 
April 6 at the Marshall First United 
Methodist Church at 7th and Plum. 
The meal includes spaghetti, sal-
ad, garlic bread, dessert and drink 
for a free will offering. Money from 
the event supports the awarding of 
scholarships and mission work.

APRIL 7 LENTEN CONCERT
The Coles County Barbershop 
Chorus presents the 25th Annual 
Lenten Benefit Concert 4 p.m. April 
7 at the First Baptist Church, Mat-
toon. The one-hour concert is free 
although an offering will be taken to 
help area food pantry and homeless 
shelter programs. The 30-man cho-
rus and five quartets will sing an all 
sacred music program. A youth en-
semble and 20 area women are also 
participating in the concert 

APRIL 16 WOMEN’S LUNCH
The next monthly luncheon of the 
Christian Women’s Connection of 
Terre Haute is 11 a.m. April 16 in 
the MCL meeting room at Mead-

ows Shopping Center. Speaker 
Linda Sill will discuss how she 
started quilting and show some 
of her projects. Music for the 
event is by Sharon Dierdorff 
and Karon Neiswinger. Reserva-
tions are required and may be 
made by calling 812-234-7388 
or 812-249-3084.

APRIL 19 GOOD FRIDAY 
The Paris Ministerial Fellow-
ship welcomes everyone to join 
in a Community Good Friday 
worship service designed so 
Christians of all different de-
nominations and churches find 
it meaningful and familiar. The 
service is noon on Good Friday, 
April 19, at St. Mary’s Catholic 
Church. Pastor Gary Thom-
as, from the First Assembly of 
God Church, will provide the 
message and pastors and par-
ticipants from several different 
Paris churches, Protestant and 
Catholic, will help lead worship. 
Members of the ministerial 
fellowship look forward to wor-
shipping with people from many 
traditions, gathered together 
around this important story of 
what Jesus did for us.
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SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Millions of people using a 
daily moisturizer with sun pro-
tection factor (SPF) to shield 
the face from sun damage, but 
chances are they are not get-
ting as much protection as they 
think.

New research, published 
earlier this month, shows that 
many who use these kinds of 
facial moisturizers tend to miss 
sensitive areas like the eyelids 
more than if they were apply-
ing regular sunscreen. 

While many moisturizers 
contain high SPF similar in 
strength to what is in a sun-
screen, they simply aren’t being 
applied in the same way.

“We expected the eyelid 
areas to be better covered by 
moisturizer compared to sun-
screen as we thought the per-

ception would be that mois-
turizers would cause less eye 
stinging if they accidentally 
seeped into the eyes. Or we 
expected to find no difference 
between the two,” said senior 
study author Austin McCor-
mick, consultant ophthalmic 
and oculoplastic surgeon at 
Aintree University Hospital in 
Liverpool.

The research team studied 
84 people — 22 males and 62 
females from ages 18 to 57 — 
over the course of two visits to 
the lab. They were all exposed 
to ultraviolet (UV) radiation. 

In one visit, they applied 
sunscreen to their faces. At 
the second, they applied an 
SPF moisturizer. After being 
exposed to the radiation, their 
pictures were taken by UV-sen-
sitive cameras.

The results? Application to 

the face with moisturizer was 
significantly worse than with 
sunscreen. The research team 
found that 16.6 percent failed 
to properly cover these areas of 
their face with the SPF mois-
turizer compared to 11.1 per-
cent with sunscreen. 

The eyelid area was the key. 
Nearly 21 percent missed this 
area with moisturizer com-
pared to 14 percent with sun-
screen.

“We haven’t been able to 
find out exactly why our par-
ticipants covered less facial 
area with moisturizer than 
sunscreen,” McCormick, who 
is also an honorary lecturer at 
University of Liverpool, told 
Healthline. “It is possible that 
subconsciously people are not 
as thorough as when they are 
applying a product to specifi-
cally protect the skin, but this is 

speculation.” 
He added, “It could also be 

due to the nature and prop-
erties of the cream. A more 
spreadable cream is likely to 
reach more area and sunscreen 
may behave in this way.”

Melissa Piliang,  a derma-
tologist at Cleveland Clinic, 
told Healthline that facial 
moisturizers with SPF do 
tend to be thinner and more 
watery.

She said they spread easily, 
which can lead to a thinner lay-
er being applied on the face. 

Piliang said there are other 
theories about the disparity be-
tween the application of sun-
screen versus moisturizer.

“The skin around our eyes 
are delicate. Many people use 
special eye moisturizers which 
are different than their facial 
moisturizers,” Piliang added. 

“They may simply not put 
the facial moisturizer on their 
eye area for this reason. Also, 
many sunscreens can burn 
or irritate the eye. Again, this 
may be a reason for people to 
avoid the eye area with these 
products.”

For those concerned about 
exactly how to apply sun pro-
tective products to the face, 
Piliang emphasized putting on 
a, “fairly thick coat of the prod-
uct.” 

She said not to skimp or 
spread it out in a thin layer.

“Additionally, we should 
consciously make an effort to 
ensure we are putting the prod-
uct around our eyes at a similar 
thickness. If eye irritation is a 
problem, then I recommend 
looking for a hypoallergen-
ic formulation without fra-
grance,” she said. 

She added that products 
containing ingredients such as 
titanium dioxide and zinc diox-
ide tend to be a bit thicker than 
the chemical sunscreens and 
are less irritating on the eyes.

“A product with these ingre-
dients may be more tolerable,” 
she said.

Piliang said she hopes peo-
ple don’t read these findings 
and decide to put their mois-
turizer away. 

She urges people to contin-
ue using a facial moisturizer 
with SPF, pointing out it’s still 
a good option for daily use for 
walking to the office or doing 
other indoor activities. Just 
make sure to apply it around 
the eyes. 

“If you have outdoor ac-
tivities on your agenda – ball 
games, picnics, trips to the 

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Groundbreaking for a new Life Cen-
ter — a partnership between Horizon 
Health and the Human Resources 
Center of Clark and Edgar Counties 
(HRC) — will take place this month 
on the campus of Horizon Health. 

On Wednesday, March 27, the board 
of directors of both organizations met 
to discuss the building. The two organi-
zations have a long history of working 
together to support the health of local 
residents. Over the last 18 months, rep-
resentatives from both organizations 
have been discussing how to effective-
ly integrate mental health into primary 
care services. 

The Life Center will be located to 
the east of the existing HRC building 
on the Horizon Health campus. The 
new space will be shared between 
HRC and Horizon Health’s Senior 
Care program. Construction is expect-
ed to take one year and be completed 
in Spring 2020. 

“We [Horizon Health] have ad-
dressed a great number of other com-
munity healthcare needs and opera-
tional efficiencies through our building 
and remodeling projects,” said Dave 
Frisse, Horizon Health board member. 
“This is another one that needs atten-
tion.”

Upon completion, HRC staff will 
shift the services currently being offered 
at 118 East Court Street — the former 
Hotel France and Kensington property 

— to the Life Center. The HRC build-
ing, located behind the hospital at 753 
East Court Street, will remain open.

The Life Center — and inclusion on 
the Horizon Health campus — will of-
fer a number of benefits for patients and 
staff of both organizations, according to 
Horizon Health President and CEO 
Oliver Smith: 

•With HRC’s full complement of 
mental health services adjacent to 
Horizon Health, HRC staff, as well as 
patients, can simply walk between the 
two locations providing seamless and 
timely transition.

•HRC, and mental health at-large, 
have an ongoing struggle with per-
ception, or stigma. Including mental 
health within the primary health cam-
pus, will lessen stigma and aid in inte-
gration. 

•Providers will be able to request 
screenings or other intervention ser-
vices immediately given the close prox-
imity of the Life Center and Horizon 

Health. Studies show that outcomes for 
mental health diagnosis are better with 
early intervention. 

•The Life Center will include a crisis 
center with after-hours coverage to ad-
dress challenges often encountered in 
the emergency room. 

“These patients need to have access 
right away. It’s just like anything else, 
you give them 4-5 days [to think about 
treatment], and they may not partici-
pate,” Smith said.

The new space will also benefit Se-
nior Care, Horizon Health’s outpatient 
psychiatry program for senior citizens. 
The program currently operates out of 
the Verona Mall, next to Dollar Gen-
eral in Paris. The successful program 
has outgrown that space in recent years 
and will also benefit from increased 
proximity to the main health campus. 

Horizon Health and HRC are al-
ready working in close collaboration on 
the tele-psychology services that start-
ed last fall at Horizon Health.

Sunburn season approaching
SPF moisturizer is popular and effective, but human error can leave wearers vulnerable to solar damage

See SPF, Page 8B

IMPORTANCE OF MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES DISCUSSED

Special to The Prairie Press

Groundbreaking for a new “Life Center” will take place this month on the campus of Horizon Health. On Wednesday, March 27, 
the boards of both organizations met to discuss the building, which will be located to the east of the existing HRC building on 
the Horizon Health campus.

Partnership for Life Center

Special to The Prairie Press

Groundbreaking for the new Life Center on the campus of Horizon Health is 
scheduled later this month. The center will be located each of the present hospital, 
clinic and the HRC.

Talks begin between 
Human Resource Center, 
Horizon Health for building 
plus integrated programs

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS 

CHRISMAN – Horizon 
Health has added a sec-
ond medical provider at its 

Chrisman 
Clinic.

Kristina 
Gabbard 
joins Dan-
ielle Ire-
land, who 
has served 
as the clin-

ic’s primary care provider 
since 2014. Both are family 
nurse practitioners and treat 
patients of all ages.

Prior to becoming a 
family nurse practitioner in 
2018, Gabbard worked 10 
years as a registered nurse 
on a hospital medical/sur-
gical unit in Urbana. During 
that time, she served as the 
primary preceptor orient-
ing new and experienced 
nurses to the unit. She also 
served as a mentor to senior 
nursing students and newly 
graduated registered nurses.

Gabbard has an asso-
ciate’s degree in nursing 
from Parkland College. 
She completed the family 
nurse practitioner program 
at Chamberlain College of 
Nursing in suburban Addi-
son.

Her credentials include 
board certification as a 
family nurse practitioner 
and board certification as a 
medical-surgical registered 
nurse. She is a member of 
the American Association 
of Nurse Practitioners, Illi-
nois Society for Advanced 
Practice Nursing and Sig-
ma Theta Tau International 
Honor Society of Nursing.

Gabbard and her hus-
band are parents to four 
girls. Her interests include 
spending time outdoors 
with her family, reading, 
watching movies and going 
to concerts. She enjoys get-
ting to know her patients 
and using a holistic ap-
proach to making a differ-
ence in their lives.

The Chrisman Clinic is 
located at 112 West Mad-
ison Avenue and office 
hours are 8:30 a.m.-noon 
and 1-4:30 p.m. Monday 
through Thursday and 8:30 
a.m.-12:30 p.m. Friday. 

Appointments may be 
made by calling the clinic at 
at 217-269-2394. Same-day 
appointments are available.

Gabbard 
joins clinic

GABBARD

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Social workers play an 
important role in modern 
health care by elevating 

and em-
powering 
p e o p l e , 
g i v i n g 
them the 
a b i l i t y 
to solve 
problems, 
c o p i n g 
with per-
s o n a l 
r o a d -
blocks and 
getting cli-
ents the 
resources 
they need 
to suc-
ceed.

Accord-
ing to the 
Nat i o na l 
A s s o c i -
ation of 
S o c i a l 
Wo r k e r s 
(NASW), 
s o c i a l 
w o r k e r s 
are the 
l a r g e s t 
group of 
providers 

of mental health services 
in the United States and 
the U.S. Department of 
Veterans Affairs.

“Elevate Social Work” 
was the national theme 
for recognizing the social 
work profession during 
March. Horizon Health 
honors its staff of social 
workers for the jobs they 
do throughout the year.

Abby Barrett is a li-
censed social worker who 
provides psychosocial 
assessments and inter-
ventions for inpatients 
and outpatients. She also 
provides social service as-
sistance to patients in the 
emergency department 
and critical care unit. Ad-
ditionally, she facilitates 
Horizon Health’s Cancer 
Friendship Group and 
Caregiver Support Group.

Connie Rhoads is a 
licensed clinical social 
worker and manger at Se-
nior Care, a department of 
Horizon Health dedicated 

Thanking 
social 
workers 

BARRETT

ISOM

OGLE
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See SOCIAL, Page 8B
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721 East Court Street, Paris • 217-465-4141  • MyHorizonHealth.org 

Call for dental coverage today
to help save money on big   
dental bills.

This is not just a discount plan.  
This is real dental insurance from 

Physicians Mutual Insurance Company 

that helps pay for over 350 procedures – 

cleanings, fillings, crowns, even dentures.

• No annual maximum, no deductible

• See any dentist you want –  

  including your own

• Preventive care starts immediately

• Over 50? Coverage as low as $1 per day

*Individual Plan. Includes the Participating Providers and Preventive Benefits Rider. Network providers subject to 
change. Coverage not available in all states. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of this 
type. Contact us for complete details about this insurance solicitation. This specific offer is not available in CO, 
NY; call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for similar offer. Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy 
P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN) Rider kinds B438/B439
6197

Ask about Network Savings!
Over 470,000 Provider Locations Nationwide

Call now  
to get this

FREE  
Information Kit

AW19-1032

1-888-986-3194
dental50plus.com/prairie

VFW Post 3601
601 W Court St, Paris

Annual Elections

Wednesday, April 10
7:00 pm

Shiloh Jonah Fish Fry
 Friday, April 12, 2019 / 4 - 7 p.m.

All proceeds go to Class of 2020 for Prom and other class expenses

Shiloh Multipurpose Room
DINE-IN OR TAKE OUT   

Drive-up service available in front Circle Drive

Adult: $10
 Children (5-10): $6

 Under 5: Free

beach or pool, gardening –– 
then I recommend using a 
traditional sunscreen with a 
higher SPF and wearing a hat 
and sunglasses,” she suggested. 
“The sunglasses particularly 
provide additional protection 
for the delicate eye areas and 
with the hat will provide a lit-
tle more protection in case you 
miss a spot.”

Piliang said the best SPF 
products to use are the ones a 
person actually commits to us-
ing and using correctly.

“Look for products la-
beled broad-spectrum, which 
means it protects against UVA 
and UVB rays (two types of 
ultraviolet light that can harm 
the skin), with an SPF of at 
least 15,” she said. “If you are 
going to be outside, I would 
recommend at least an SPF of 
30.”

When it comes to the latest 
research, McCormick said he 
and his team will be looking 
into how parents apply sun-
screen to their children. 

He encourages parents who 
are planning vacations with 
lots of sun this summer to take 
note of the recent study’s find-
ings. 

“We suspect that similar ar-
eas of the face may be missed 
[on children],” he said. “This 
is important because one of 

our main conclusions from 
our research is that sunscreen 
alone is not sufficient to pro-
tect the eyelids and therefore 
other measures, such as UV 
filter sunglasses and hats, are 
important.” 

He added, “It is our belief 
that most parents are not in 
the habit of buying sunglasses 
for their children or enforcing 
their wear, so this may be an 
important public health mes-
sage. “

SPF
FROM PAGE 7B

SOCIAL
FROM PAGE 7B

to promoting healthier emo-
tional lives of seniors. Brittney 
Isom and Terra Ogle also pro-
vide counseling services as so-
cial workers at Senior Care.

The social work profession 

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Horizon Health is offer-
ing a free monthly support 
group for individuals with 
diabetes.

The new Diabetes Sup-
port Group meets 10-11 a.m. 
Tuesday, April 16, in Confer-
ence Room B at Paris Com-
munity Hospital. Attendees 
are welcome to bring their 
families and friends.

“Patients are asking for 
this type of support group,” 
said nurse Leighsa Cornwell, 
a certified diabetes educator 
and group facilitator. “We 

Diabetes support group 
at Horizon Health

continues to be one of the fast-
est growing careers in the na-
tion, with more than 100,000 
people expected to enter the 
field in just seven years, ac-
cording to the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics. There are current-
ly more than 680,000 social 
workers nationwide.

SPRINGFIELD – While 
most people think of restau-
rant inspections when they 
think of public health, there is 
so much more.  Anyone who 
has used a public swimming 
pool, gone to a hospital, need-
ed an ambulance or received 
a flu shot, has received public 
health services. 

The Illinois Department 
of Public Health (IDPH), in 
conjunction with 97 certified 
health departments across the 
state, works every day to con-
trol infectious diseases, ensure 
food safety, conduct newborn 
screenings, provide immuni-
zations, regulate hospitals and 
nursing homes, compile birth, 
death and other statistics and 
educate communities on how 
to live healthier lives. April 
1-7 is National Public Health 
Week and a time to recognize 
the contributions of public 
health and highlight issues 
that are important to improv-
ing the health of our nation.

“Public health impacts our 
daily lives, often in invisible 
ways,” said IDPH Director 
Ngozi Ezike. “Public health 
helps protect you from dis-
ease outbreaks caused by in-
fluenza, measles, salmonella, 

and many others, as well as 
protecting you from chronic 
conditions like heart disease 
and obesity, by providing 
education and programs for 
healthy living. During Nation-
al Public Health Week, I want 
to encourage people to take 
advantage of all that public 
health has to offer.”

Over the past year, IDPH 
has helped ensure the health 
and safety of Illinois residents 
in many ways.  

IDPH requested hepatitis 
A vaccine from the Centers 
for Disease Control and Pre-
vention in September 2018 to 
prevent a hepatitis A outbreak 
in Illinois after numerous 
states, including several bor-
dering Illinois, reported large 
outbreaks.  In October 2018, 
IDPH released Illinois’ first 
Maternal Morbidity and Mor-
tality Report that identified 
statewide trends in maternal 
deaths and provided recom-
mendations to help prevent 
maternal mortality, and IDPH 
was successful early in 2019 
in getting rules approved that 
lowered the level at which 
public health interventions 
are initiated for children with 
lead poisoning.

Celebrating what keeps 
us safe and healthy

believe it will be a great re-
source for patients in our 
program and others who 
are looking for ways to 
cope with the frustrations 
that diabetes can create.”

Following the initial ses-
sion, regular meetings are 
10 a.m. the third Tuesday 
at the hospital. Each meet-
ing will feature a different 
topic and guest speaker.

For more information 
about the Diabetes Sup-
port Group, contact Corn-
well at 217-466-4228 or 
LCornwell@myhorizon-
health.org.
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Puzzles ANSWERS ON PAGE 9B

Across
1. Defense Department
4. Diminutive hoopster Webb
8. Cools
10. Chili con __
11. Quantitative fact
12. Enliven
13. A woman of refinement
15. Where royalty live
16. Beverage made of 
oatmeal
17. Replaced
18. UK’s largest city
21. Obamacare
22. When you expect to 
get there
23. Deutschland
24. Consumed
25. Paddle 
26. A way to consume
27. “Walter White”
34. The opera has one
35. Honk
36. Disorganization
37. Secret political clique
38. Recounted again
39. Converts to leather
40. Consisting of a single 
element or component
41. Therefore
42. Clownish
43. The habitat of wild 

animals

Clues Down
1. Dreary
2. Book page size
3. Become less lively
4. Grassy plain
5. Attached a figure to
6. Hungry
7. NY-based department 
store
9. Pedestal
10. Single-celled animal

12. National capital
14. China’s chairman
15. Al Bundy’s wife
17. Acid in all living 
cells
19. Told
20. Displays heart-
beat
23. Softly
24. Swiss river
25. Small chapel
26. Electronic 

CROSSWORD

countermeasures
27. Asian nation
28. Neither
29. Peacock network
30. List of candidates
31. Medieval garment
32. Type of juice
33. “Coach” actor
34. Puerto Rican dance 
music La __
36. Texas politician Ted

The line of excited kids 
filled the length of a city 
block. Stan very congenial-
ly signed autographs until 
the last one disappeared. I 
thought at the time what a 
nice, considerate, unselfish 
person was Stan Musial. I 
still do. When he died re-
cently, the newspapers were 
full of Stan Musial stories 
similar to mine from many 
loving fans.

One example: In a 
book I have about Musial, 
there’s this episode. Stan 
was driving aggressively 
in a Florida city, hurrying 
because he was running late. 
He sideswiped a motorist’s 
car with his own.  Stan sin-
cerely apologized and was 
fumbling in his wallet for his 
insurance card. The motor-
ist, a young guy, recognized 
him.

“You’re Stan Musial, aren’t 
you”?”

“Yes, that’s right.”
“Well, you don’t have to 

pay for any damages.  Would 
you mind signing your name 
on the side of my care with 
a magic marker?  I have one 

in the glove compartment.”  
Stan accommodated the 
stranger.

“Wow,” the guy beamed. 
“My car has a Stan Musial 
dent. I wouldn’t dream of 
getting this fixed. Auto-
graphed, to boot.”

Funny thing. Some clod 
dressed in wrinkled pants 
and shirt that didn’t match, 
sat on a car during our ses-
sion and signed scorecards 
intermittently for an hour. 
At first I dismissed him as 
some parent, but when one 
kid asked him for an auto-
graph, he signed.  

Like a flock of sheep, doz-
ens of kids, including me, 
followed suit. Well over 100 
kids went home with his 
signature alongside profes-
sional names. 

I couldn’t even read 
his writing. It looked like 
Wayne Kuko-something or 
other.  

The jerk must’ve had fun 
telling friends at a corner 
tavern about hoodwinking 
those gullible kids.

(Allen “Big Al” Englebright 
is a retired schoolteacher and 
storyteller. Contact him at The 
Prairie Press, 101 N. Main, 
Paris, Ill., 61944.)

with 82 protons is the largest 
stable atom in nature. Every 
atom with more than 82 pro-
tons is considered unstable. 

Uranium with 92 protons is 
a somewhat common element 
in nature. It has two major 
isotopes. U-238 accounts for 
99 percent of all uranium. It’s 
unstable and with a half-life of 
4.5 billion years slow to split. 

The next most abundant 
form is U-235. It has fewer 
neutrons in the nucleus. Neu-
trons distribute binding ener-
gy and keep large atoms stable 

until there are too many. With 
fewer neutrons, U-235 has a 
half-life of 700 million years. 
It makes up 0.75 percent of all 
uranium, and is less stable. It is 
possible to centrifuge uranium 
vapor and concentrate the 
U-235. 

U-235 splits to create two 
smaller atoms of krypton and 
barium. The split also releases 
three extra neutrons. If one 
of these neutrons runs into 
another U-235 nucleus it get 
bound and makes U-236 but 
is so unstable it splits almost 
immediately releasing three 
more neutrons. 

Normally the three 

neutrons fly randomly out, 
but if the pile is designed 
to maximize impacts it can 
set up a self-sustained chain 
reaction. At each split there is 
extra binding energy released. 
The weak nuclear force holds 
protons and neutrons togeth-
er. Some mass is lost in the 
reactions generating tremen-
dous heat energy. This energy 
creates steam to spin turbines 
for generating electricity. The 
challenge is not producing too 
much heat.

Fuel pellets are little cylin-
ders about a half-inch wide 
and an inch long. They are 
jammed into 12-foot long fuel 

rods like packing a muzzle-
loader. Bundles of thousands 
of rods fill the reactor. 

The rods hang vertically 
with a pattern of cadmium 
rods between. These control 
rods function like a police-
man’s body armor. The cadmi-
um rods absorb and stop the 
spare neutrons before they hit 
another fuel pellet. By raising 
and lowering the control rods 
the rate of the reaction is con-
trolled. A sustained reaction 
produces far more heat than 
needed, and most of the power 
plant is designed for cooling 
the core.

Gen II fills the core with 

Shiloh releases high 
school honor roll
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS 

HUME – The Shiloh 
School District has released 
the third quarter honor roll 
for the junior high school 
and the high school.

Sixth grade – high hon-
ors, Andrew Houlihan, Jack 
Houlihan, Chance Mullenix, 
Grant North, Lillian North 
and Lydia Richardson; hon-
ors, Lilyan Brown, Shay-
lun Christenberry, Charles 
North and Garrett Pollock.

Seventh grade – high 
honors, Josie Armstrong, 
Mara Bosch, Holden Crank, 
Kenzie Hales and Samantha 
McClain; honors, Levi Ash, 
Kaiden Cooper, Emily Mil-
burn, Ben Sherer, Savannah 
Tincher and Payton Vezina

Eighth grade – high hon-
ors, Brenden Cash, Levi 
Eads, Briton Tischer and 
Kaylin Williams; honors, 
Thaylee Barry, Kelsey Luth, 
Mollie Pollock and Jacob 
Smith.

Ninth grade – all A’s, Mad-
elyn Cary, Megan Houlihan, 

Holden Kile, Colby Luth and 
Caroline Smith; honors, Jack 
Armstrong, Josephine Car-
roll, Isabella Dudley, Gloria 
Harris, Elle Luth, Baylee 
Rhode, Asheley Wheeler.

Tenth grade: all A’s, 
Charles Eakle; honors, 
Phoebe Allen, Tayler Barry, 
Sage Boothe, Alicia Gutier-
rez, Emily Hall and Maison 
Pierce.

Eleventh grade: all A’s, 
Isabella Carroll, Lillie Cox, 
Michelle Michaels, Gwen 
Morris and Nelly Renns-
tich; honors, Emily Barrow, 
Madelynn Dudley, Mitchell 
Pollock, Samantha Skinner, 
Cody Weber, Kaitlyn Wil-
liams and Lola Wood.

Twelfth grade: all A’s, Bri-
anna Bange, Harley Barry, 
Kaitlyn Cary, Logan Rich-
ardson,Meredith Smith 
and Alec Thompson; honor 
roll, Cameron Covey, Sa-
mantha Gerberding, Mason 
Hutchinson, Grace Kile, 
Mackenzie Niedfeldt, Kier-
sten Price-Wilson, Denzel 
Stewart and Madison Weber. 

CODGER
FROM PAGE 1B

SULLIVAN
FROM PAGE 1B

water and circulates it with 
pumps. If valves freeze or 
pumps stop, the water can 
rapidly overheat turning into 
steam. It becomes a pressure 
cooker likely to blow the top, 
and that is the weakness. 

Generation IV systems will 
use liquid sodium to cool the 
core. Sodium becomes liquid 
at 500 degrees and does not 
boil until 2,000 degrees. It 
has to be isolated but is not a 
steam vapor danger. Lique-
fied salt is another option. 
These Gen IV systems are not 
dependent on backup pumps. 
They use gravity passive flow 
insuring the coolant does not 

stop circulating in an emer-
gency.

A single 0.04-pound fuel 
pellet will last six years. It can 
produce the energy equivalent 
of 1,000 pounds of coal or 
120 gallons of oil. Climate 
change is reaching a point of 
no return. It’s time to consider 
nuclear a viable green energy 
option.

(Terry Sullivan’s fascination 
with science started as a child 
watching Carl Sagan’s “Cosmos” 
and James Burke’s “Connec-
tions” on PBS. He is the technol-
ogy and curriculum director for 
the Shiloh School District. Email 
him at sullivant@shiloh1.us)

HOUR
FROM PAGE 5B

their fundraising efforts for the 
first time. 

Like Week of Compassion 
(WOC), the name OGHS 
stuck even after it expanded 
from its inception as an hour-
long radio broadcast to a more 
extended system of promo-
tions. 

Because the popularity of 
WOC was laready established 
among Disciples, they main-
tained this distinctive name, 
but began using the appeal ma-
terials developed in conjunc-

tion with the other church-
es, who adopted the name 
OGHS. Both the name and 
the popularity of WOC remain 
strong after 60 years, in spite of 
many changes in the structure 
of the denomination.

WOC’s success has always 
depended on its relationships, 
both with congregations and 
with the partners who imple-
ment the projects it funds. No 
programs are initiated by WOC 
itself. Instead, it connects Dis-
ciples resources to churches 
seeking to address local needs, 
whether in Lake Charles, La., or 
Sarajevo, Bosnia.



Alco Overhead Doors
Service on all types of 
garage doors.  New door sales.  
Residential & commercial
217-346-2808

Spesard Culvert Sales, 
Ridge Farm, IL. 
Steel and aluminum culverts. 
Plastic tile and fittings. 
8-inch to 36-inch in stock. 
Up to 144-inch available. 
217-304-1005.

Powers Bros Construction
*Concrete* Demolition*
*Excavating* Gravel Drives*
Call 217-419-5393

THE ETC. SHOPPE 
141 E Court Street, 
Downtown Paris
217-264-1921 or 217-463-2653
We buy estates or gently used 
furniture, appliances, electronics, 
baby furniture, antiques. One item 
to a complete household. 
Call Robin today.
open Wed, Thu, Fri, Sat. 9 am-5 
pm.  We pay cash!

Garage Sale
323 Elm Street
Friday April 12, 8:00 am - ?
kids clothes sizes 3-7, sweat shirts 
size M, lots of misc.

Stay in your home longer with an 
American Standard Walk-In 
Bathtub. Receive up to $1,500 off, 
including a free toilet, and a 
lifetime warranty on the tub and 
installation! Call us at 
1-866-931-8891

AIRLINE CAREERS FOR NEW 
YEAR BECOME AN AVIATION 
MAINTENANCE TECH. FAA 
APPROVED TRAINING. 
FINANCIAL AID IF QUALIFIED. JOB 
PLACEMENT ASSISTANCE. CALL 
AIM 800-481-8312

Effingham Equity in Marshall 
is accepting applications for 
seasonal help for spring 2019 
planting season:  Seasonal 
Facility Labor.  Drivers with Class 
A CDL or individuals willing to 
obtain Class A CDL.  (If Interested 
in obtaining CDL, please apply 
ASAP). Retirees are encouraged 
to apply. To apply, please 
contact George Dallmier at (217) 
826-6331 or (800) 635-6327

Help Wanted at
R & J Stores
Apply in person at 
601 E Jasper St, Paris. 
 

HOOF & PAW
PET BOARDING
Phone (217)466-5488

Bauermeister K-9 Training. 
Over 40 years of experience 
Offering 6 week obedience class
Beginning 5-7-19 $90.00
Call 217-275-3465

FOUND: White Cat
North Paris
217-251-4563

2 Bedroom House for Rent
$565/mo + deposit
Call 217-463-8800
Leave message

3 Bedroom house for rent
$650/mo + deposit
217-463-8800
Leave message

2 bedroom 
No pets, No smoking
$500/mo + deposit
Call (812) 230-2549

Looking for ground to lease for 
hunting whitetail deer. 
If interested contact Jim 
at 724 244 2997.

2 & 3 Bdrm. Mobile Home
gas, electric, water can be 
included in rent, dep. Washer & 
dryer and AC may be included 
also. 217-463-8800, leave msg. 

2 bedroom mobile home for 
rent, has it’s own lot. 
$450 per month. 
References, lease, deposit
Call 217-251-2184

Very nice two bedroom apt on 
East Lake with washer, dryer, 
dishwasher, stove refrigerator. 
1 yr lease + dep, 
$650/mo 
Call 466 8210

Freshly renovated 1 and 2 BR 
apts.  Water & trash included.  
Great location!   
No pets.
217-264-9634

Nice 2br apt 
$550+dep.  Central air. 
217-466-8210

Apartment for Rent
2 bedroom apartment for rent 
in Chrisman. $450.00 per month 
plus deposit. 
Call 217-597-4144

For Sale
2003 GMC Sonoma 4x4
Call 217-822-7111

*** THE BOAT DOCK *** 
We Buy & Consign Used Boats! 
Springfield, Illinois 
217-771-4054 
www.theboatdock.com

Need information on Tanner 
School; class pictures, names, 
janitors and teachers. 
Will pay for any pictures. 
Thank you, Thelda Pitts
217-251-1395 or 217-463-4148

Earthlink High Speed Internet. 
As Low As $14.95/month (for 
the first 3 months.) Reliable High 
Speed Fiber Optic Technology. 
Stream Videos, Music and More! 
Call Earthlink Today 
1-855-409-3253

Spectrum Triple Play! TV, Internet 
& Voice for $29.99 ea. 60 MB 
per second speed No contract or 
commitment. More Channels. 
Faster Internet. Unlimited Voice. 
Call 1-877-649-4346

Financial Benefits for those facing 
serious illness. You may qualify 
for a Living Benefit Loan today 
(up to 50 percent of your Life 
Insurance Policy Death Benefit.) 
Free Information. 
CALL 1-855-837-9896

*** Colman’s RV *** 
We buy/consign used 
Campers & RV’s! 
217-583-4023 
www.colmansrv.com

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF 
THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

EDGAR COUNTY, 
PARIS, ILLINOIS, 

IN PROBATE

In the matter of the Estate of 
NELLIE L. VAIL, 
deceased.

Cause No. 2019-P13                               

CLAIM NOTICE
 
  Notice is given of the death of 
NELLIE L. VAIL of Kansas, Edgar 
County, Illinois.  Letters of Office 
were issued on March 19, 2019, to 
JAMES N. VAIL, as Independent 
Executor, 106 Hollingsworth Road, 
Kansas, Illinois 61933, whose 
attorney is DREW P. GRIFFIN, of 
JONES & GRIFFIN LAW OFFICES, 
P.C., 110 E. Washington, P.O. Box 8, 
Paris, Illinois 61944.

  Claims against the Estate may be 
filed in the office of the Clerk of the 
Circuit Court at the Edgar County 
Courthouse, Paris, Illinois 61944, 
or with the representative, or both, 
on or before September 24, 2019, 
and any claim not filed within that 
period is barred.  Copies of a claim 
filed with the clerk must be mailed 
or delivered to the representative 
and to the attorney within 10 days 
after it has been filed.

  DATED this 21st day of 
March, 2019.

JAMES N. VAIL, Independent 
Executor of the Estate of
NELLIE L. VAIL, deceased

Drew P. Griffin
JONES & GRIFFIN 
LAW OFFICES, P.C. 
110 E. Washington,  
P.O. Box 8
Paris, IL 61944
Tele: (217) 465-7525
Fax:  (217) 466-2230

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR 
THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

EDGAR COUNTY 
PARIS, ILLINOIS 

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF  
VIRGINIA L. ESKEW, 
Deceased

No 2019 P 6

CLAIM NOTICE
 
Notice is given of the death of 
VIRGINIA L. ESKEW. Letters of 
Office were issued to GARY J. 
ESKEW as Independent Executor, 
whose attorney is FRUIN & KASH 
(Richard M. Kash, Jr.), 129 N. 
Central Ave., Paris, IL 61944. 

Claims against the estate may be 
filed in the office of the Circuit 
Clerk of the Court at the Edgar 
County Courthouse, Paris, Illinois, 
61944, or with the representative, 
or both, on or before September 
30, 2019, (which is at least six 
months from the date of first 
publication of this Notice) and 
any claim not filed within the ap-
plicable period is barred. Copies 
of a claim filed with the clerk 
must be mailed or delivered to the 
representative and to the attorney 
within 10 days after it has been 
filed. 

GARY J. ESKEW 
INDEPENDENT EXECUTOR 
FRUIN & KASH 
(Richard M. Kash, Jr.) 
129 N. Central Ave. 
Paris, IL 61944 
Phone: 217/ 465-4196 
FAX: 217/ 466-1213

Storage Express will hold public 
auctions ending on APRIL 11, 
2019, to satisfy liens held on de-
linquent accounts located at the 
below properties and ending at 
the assigned times.  The auction 
is an online auction conducted at 
www.storagetreasures.com.
610 E Jasper St, Paris, IL @ 12:00 
PM CST:  Jerome Board (309-
060); Tammy Kerrick (309-168).

ASSUMED NAME 
PUBLICATION NOTICE

Public Notice is hereby given that 
on March 26, 2019 a certificate 
was filed in the Office of the 
County Clerk of Edgar County, 
Illinois, setting forth the names 
and post office address of all of 
the persons owning, conducting 
and transacting the business 
known as:

BETTY LORENZEN d/b/a COCO 
FLAMINGO NAIL SALON & 
BOUTIQUE

Located at : 15721 US Hwy 36
Chrisman, IL 61924
Owner(s): Betty Lorenzen
Dated: March 26, 2019

August H. Griffin
EDGAR COUNTY CLERK

PUBLIC NOTICE

All personal property currently 
stored in space #73 of Craig’s 
Warehouse Inc. located at 1103 
Cherry Pt. St. Paris, IL 61944 rent-
ed to Skylar Fitzsimmons shall 
be sold or otherwise disposed 
of pursuant to the Self Storage 
Facility Act on April 6 at 10:00 am 
at the above location.

Craig’s Warehouse Inc.
By: Debbie Lowe

PUBLIC NOTICE

All personal property currently 
stored in Space #10 of Washington 
Street Storage located at 605 
West Washington Street, Paris, 
Illinois 61944 rented to Charlene 
Hammonds shall be sold or 
otherwise disposed of pursuant 
to the Self Storage Facility Act on 
April 6 at 11:00 am Illinois time, at 
the above location.

Washington Street Storage
By: Debbie Lowe

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR 
THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

EDGAR COUNTY, 
PARIS, ILLINOIS

In the Matter of the Estate of
RONALD G. INGRAM,
Deceased. 

No. 2019-P-15 
 

CLAIM NOTICE

   Notice is given of the death 
of Ronald G. Ingram. Letters of 
Office were issued on March 27, 
2019, to Jeffrey Ingram, 9741 
Spring Hill Place, Highlands 
Ranch, CO 80129, as Independent 
Executor whose attorney is Karen 
L. Burkybile, 15175 US HWY 150, 
Paris, IL 61944.

   Claims against the estate may 
be filed in the office of the Clerk 
of the Court at the Edgar County 
Courthouse, Paris, Illinois 61944, 
or with the representative, or both 
on or before September 30, 2019, 
(at least 6 months from the date 
of the 1st publication), and any 
claim not filed within that period 
is barred. Copies of a claim filed 
with the clerk must be mailed or 
delivered to the representative 
and to the attorney within 10 days 
after it has been filed.
  
Dated this 27th day of 
March, 2019.     
 Jeffrey Ingram, 
Representative

Karen L. Burkybile
Attorney At Law
15175 US HWY 150
Paris, IL 61944
(217) 465-5525 

Take Notice
Certificate No:

150007

TO:  Steven Hornbrook; Jennifer 
Hornbrook; Edgar County Clerk; 
Occupants

  And unknown owners or parties 
interested and nonrecord claim-
ants.  A Petition for Tax Deed on 
premises described below has 
been filed in the Circuit Court of 
EDGAR County, Illinois as Case No. 
2016TX1(26).

  The real estate is described as:  
Lots 5, 6, 7, 8 and 9 in Block 1 in 
the “Original Town of Brocton.”  
Situated in the County of Edgar 
and the State of Illinois   
Parcel #:  05-06-26-480-002

  Said property was sold on 
October 27, 2016 for the General 
Taxes for the year 2015.  The pe-
riod of redemption will expire on 
July 29, 2019.  On August 15, 2019, 
the petitioner will make applica-
tion to such court in said County 
for an order for Tax Deed should 
the real estate not be redeemed.

P &N Properties, Inc.
Petitioner

Take Notice
Certificate No:

150045

TO:  The Edgar County Bank & 
Trust Co, Trustee, n/k/a Prospect 
Bank; Sadedin Malovski; Rabije 
Malovski; State of Illinois, 
Department of Revenue; Edgar 
County Clerk; Occupants

  And unknown owners or parties 
interested and nonrecord claim-
ants.  A Petition for Tax Deed on 
premises described below has 
been filed in the Circuit Court of 

EDGAR County, Illinois as Case No. 
2016TX1(25).

  The real estate is described as:   
Lot 8 in “Sutherland and others 
addition to the City of Paris.”  
Situated in the County of Edgar 
and the State of Illinois.  
Parcel #:  09-18-01-104-003

  Said property was sold on 
October 27, 2016 for the General 
Taxes for the year 2015.  The pe-
riod of redemption will expire on 
July 29, 2019.  On August 15, 2019, 
the petitioner will make applica-
tion to such court in said County 
for an order for Tax Deed should 
the real estate not be redeemed.

P &N Properties, Inc.   
Petitioner

Take Notice
Certificate No:

150060

TO:  The Edgar County Bank & Trust 
Co, Trustee, n/k/a Prospect Bank; 
The Edgar County Bank & Trust 
Co, n/k/a Prospect Bank; Sadedin 
Malovski; Rabije Malovski; State of 
Illinois, Department of Revenue; 
Edgar County Clerk; Occupants

  And unknown owners or parties 
interested and nonrecord claim-
ants.  A Petition for Tax Deed on 
premises described below has 
been filed in the Circuit Court of 
EDGAR County, Illinois as Case No. 
2016TX1(24).

  The real estate is described 
as:   The South 65 feet of even 
width of Lot 28 in “Samuel Utter’s 
Addition to the Town, now City of 
Paris.”  Except a strip off the East 
end thereof now used as a part 
of a public alley.  Situated in the 
County of Edgar and the State of 
Illinois.
Parcel #:  09-18-01-381-002

  Said property was sold on 
October 27, 2016 for the General 
Taxes for the year 2015.  The pe-
riod of redemption will expire on 
July 29, 2019.  On August 15, 2019, 
the petitioner will make applica-
tion to such court in said County 
for an order for Tax Deed should 
the real estate not be redeemed.

P &N Properties, Inc.
Petitioner

Take Notice
Certificate No:

150104

TO:  Anthony J Boyer; Shawna 
J Boyer; Edgar County Clerk; 
Occupants And unknown owners 
or parties interested and non-
record claimants.  A Petition for 
Tax Deed on premises described 
below has been filed in the Circuit 
Court of EDGAR County, Illinois as 
Case No. 2016TX1(27).

  The real estate is described as:   
The East ½ of Lots 4, 5, and 6 in 
Block 13 in “Railroad Addition to 
the City of Chrisman.”  Situated in 
the County of Edgar and the State 
of Illinois.  
Parcel #:  11-03-35-280-003

  Said property was sold on 
October 27, 2016 for the General 
Taxes for the year 2015.  The pe-
riod of redemption will expire on 
July 29, 2019.  On August 15, 2019, 
the petitioner will make applica-
tion to such court in said County 
for an order for Tax Deed should 
the real estate not be redeemed. 

P &N Properties, Inc.
Petitioner
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TO PLACE AN AD:

217-921-3216
mjacobs@prairiepress.net

©ClassifiedGuys.com

MARK
DIRECTION

MARK
DIRECTION

Having a yard sale? You get up to 40 words that will reach 7,225 homes 
and businesses in Edgar County twice (two weeks in a row), three 
heavy-duty, all-weather signs (like the one surrounding this ad), 140 

217-921-3216 101 N. Central Ave., Paris, IL 61944

fluorescent green pre-priced labels, tips for a no hassle sale, pre-sale 
checklist, sales record form.  All for $1000!!!! 

CALLIE BABER 
AUCTION CO.

232 West Wood Street

AUCTION!  AUCTION!  AUCTION!

Callie 217.822.3304
Shelly 217.808.0527
Matt 217.508.5200

“Have Fun, Save Money, Make Money, Shop Auctions!”

Sunday, April 28th @ Noon IL Time
Antiques, furniture, primitives, collectibles,

 Hot Wheels @ more! 

Always Taking Consignments! 
Give Us A Call! 

NOTICE OF HEARING
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE THAT a public hearing for 
the proposed FY20 Annual Budget for the City of 
Paris will be held at 5:15PM on the 22nd of April, 
2019 at City Hall, 206 S. Central Avenue, Paris, 
Illinois.  The proposed budget will be available for 
the public to view beginning on Tuesday, April 9th 
at City Hall.      Bridget Anderson

     City Clerk

HELP WANTED
PERMANENT, FULL-TIME POSITION 
available immediately in agricultural 

office.  Salary range $30,344 - $54,670 
per year. A copy of the vacancy 

announcement is available at Edgar 
County FSA, 11759 IL Hwy 1, Paris, IL 

61944. Applications must be submitted 
through USAJobs.gov by the closing 
date of announcement. We recognize 

and appreciate the benefits of diversity 
in the workplace.  People who share this 
belief and reflect a diverse background 
are encouraged to apply.  This vacancy 
announcement closes April 24, 2019 and 
applications must be received by that 

date. The USDA/FSA is an Equal Oppor-
tunity Provider, Employer, and Lender.

Edgar County Farm Service Agency
11759 IL Hwy 1
Paris, IL 61944

Phone:  217/465-5325 x 2
Fax:  855/705-9693

Seeking Store Manager in Paris
Responsibilities Include

Leading and Motivate Employees • Outstanding 
Customer Service • Scheduling • Cash Controls  

• Inventory Controls • Meeting Set Goals.

Applicant Qualities/Skills Required
Leader with strong work ethic • Good communication 

and interpersonal skills • Highly organized  
• Self-motivated • Goal driven • Fun & Friendly •

Customer service oriented • Fair, firm & consistent

Education
• High School Diploma preferred

• Experience in Management preferred
• Experience in food service preferred

The job offers competitive wages, excellent working 
environment, growth opportunities, paid time off, 

paid holidays, flexible scheduling, incentive 
programs and bonus opportunities.

Interested individuals should send their updated 
resumes to Justin Johnson

subman_247@yahoo.com and fill out a manager 
application on www.mysubwaycareer.com.
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PUBLIC NOTICE

Notice of Proposed Tariff 
Changes
Gas Service Schedule Ill. C. C. 
No. 2 

To the Gas Patrons of 
Ameren Illinois Company d/b/a 
Ameren Illinois:

Ameren Illinois (or Company) 
hereby gives notice to the public 
that on March 29, 2019, it filed 
with the Illinois Commerce 
Commission evidence (direct 
testimony) regarding the recon-
ciliation of revenues collected 
from its gas customers under 
the Company’s Rider TAR and 
Gas Environmental Adjustment 
(Rider GEA), with costs incurred 
in connection with certain envi-
ronmental remediation activities 
associated with its manufac-
tured gas plant sites in Illinois 
from January 1, 2018 through 
December 31, 2018.  Rider TAR 
is applicable to Rate Zone II 
(formerly the AmerenCILCO 
service territory) and Rider GEA 
is applicable to Rate Zones I and 
III (formerly the AmerenCIPS and 
AmerenIP services territories, 
respectively).  This reconciliation 
may result in changes to the 
Company’s rates and charges 
with respect to gas delivery 
service charges throughout the 
Company’s territories in Illinois.  
The changes in rates and charges 
will take effect after hearings and 
after the Commission issues its 
final Order.

A copy of the evidence may be 
inspected at the Ameren Illinois 
offices located at 300 Liberty 
Street, Peoria, Illinois or online at 
www.icc.illinois.gov/e-docket/.
All parties interested in this 
matter may obtain information 
with respect thereto either di-
rectly from Ameren Illinois or by 
addressing the Chief Clerk of the 
Illinois Commerce Commission, 
527 East Capitol Avenue, 
Springfield, Illinois 62706.

AMEREN ILLINOIS COMPANY
d/b/a Ameren Illinois
By: Richard J. Mark, President

PUBLIC NOTICE

Notice of Proposed Tariff Changes
Electric Service Schedule Ill. C. C. 
No. 1 

To the Electric Patrons of 
Ameren Illinois Company d/b/a 
Ameren Illinois:

Ameren Illinois (or Company) 
hereby gives notice to the public 
that on March 29, 2019, it filed 
with the Illinois Commerce 
Commission evidence (direct 
testimony) regarding the 
reconciliation of revenues col-
lected from its electric customers 
under the Company’s Electric 
Environmental Adjustment (Rider 
EEA), with costs incurred in con-
nection with certain environmen-
tal remediation activities associ-
ated with its manufactured gas 
plant sites in Illinois from January 
1, 2018 through December 31, 
2018.  Rider EEA is applicable to 
Rate Zones I and III only (formerly 
the AmerenCIPS and AmerenIP 
services territories, respectively).  
This reconciliation may result in 
changes to the Company’s rates 
and charges with respect to elec-
tric delivery services throughout 
the Company’s territories in 
Illinois.  The changes in rates and 
charges will take effect after hear-
ings and after the Commission 
issues its final Order.

A copy of the evidence may be 
inspected at the Ameren Illinois 
offices located at 300 Liberty 
Street, Peoria, Illinois or online at 
www.icc.illinois.gov/e-docket/.
All parties interested in this mat-
ter may obtain information with 
respect thereto either directly  
from Ameren Illinois or by 
addressing the Chief Clerk of the 
Illinois Commerce Commission, 
527 East Capitol Avenue, 
Springfield, Illinois 62706.

AMEREN ILLINOIS COMPANY
d/b/a Ameren Illinois
By: Richard J. Mark, President

STATE OF ILLINOIS
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF

THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
EDGAR COUNTY

IN PROBATE

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
LEILA ANN LORENZEN,
DECEASED.

No. 2019-P18

NOTICE FOR PUBLICATION
CLAIMS

 Notice is given of the death of 
LEILA ANN LORENZEN, of Paris, 
Illinois, who died on March 9, 2019. 
Letters of Office as Independent 
Co-Executors were issued on April 
1, 2019 to STEVEN D. LORENZEN 
and CAROL J. TAYLOR, whose 
attorney is E. Robert Anderson of 
Anderson Law Offices, 1204 North 
Main Street, P.O. Box 10, Paris, 
Illinois 61944.

  Claims against the estate may be 
filed in the office of the Clerk of 
the Court at Paris, Edgar County, 
Illinois, or with the representative, 
or both, on or before October 7, 
2019 and any claim not filed with-
in that period is barred.  Copies 
of a claim filed with the Clerk 
must be mailed or delivered to 
the Executor and to the attorney 
within ten (10) days after it has 
been filed.

Steven D. Lorenzen and Carol J. 
Taylor Independent Co-Executors

By: E. Robert Anderson
Anderson Law Offices
ARDC# 6190439
1204 North Main Street
P.O. Box 10
Paris, Illinois 61944-0010
alo@robandersonlaw.com
(217) 465-3535

PARIS UNION SCHOOL 
DISTRICT #95

BID NOTICE
DIESEL FUEL AND 

UNLEADED GASOLINE

Notice is hereby given that sealed 
bids for diesel fuel and unleaded 
gasoline to be provided for a one 
year contract will be received at 
Paris Union School District #95, 
300 E. Wood St. Paris, Illinois 

61944.  

Bid specifications relating to the 
diesel fuel and unleaded gasoline 
bid may be obtained from the 
Superintendent’s Office, Paris 
Union School District #95, 300 E. 
Wood St., Paris, Illinois 61944.
The Board of Education reserves 
the right to accept or reject any or 
all bid proposals for the above as 
the Board may deem in the best 
interest of the school district.

Keven Knoepfel, President
Board of Education
Paris Union School District #95

Paris 95 school district will 
be permanently destroying 
psychologist special education 
files and related paperwork no 
sooner than 60 days from this 
posting.  Please contact Paris 
95 if you would like to inquire if 
one of these files pertains to you.  
One of the psychologist special 
education files might relate to you 
if you received special education 
in Paris 95 and have a birthdate 
between 1970 and 1991.  Contact: 
Ryan Hanson, 1-217-465-5512, 
rhanson1@paris95.k12.il.us

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR
THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
OF ILLINOIS  EDGAR COUNTY

PARIS, ILLINOIS

CITY OF PARIS,
Plaintiff,

vs.

WILLIAM BROWN, BRANDY 
BROWN, UNKNOWN OWNERS 
AND NONRECORD CLAIMANTS.
Defendants.

No. 2018-MR-69

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE OF 
PROPERTY

A.  Legal Description of Property 
to be sold:
          Lot No 48 in O.S. Jones’ First 
Addition to the city of Paris.
PREIN: 09-18-01-352-006
B.  Common Address of Property 
to be sold: 
      501 Douglas, Paris, Illinois
C.  Location of Sale:
     2nd Floor, Edgar County 

Courthouse, Paris, Illinois.
D.  Date and Time of Sale:
     June 11, 2019 at 11:00 a.m.
E.  Terms of Sale:
     10% down on sale date, balance 
due upon confirmation of sale and 
closing.
F.  Contact for further information 
and inspection of property:
RICHARD M. KASH, JR.
FRUIN & KASH
Attorney for the City of Paris
129 North Central Avenue
Paris, IL 61944
Telephone: 217-465-4196
Fax: 217-466-1213
G.  Description of improvements 
on subject property:
     None

FRUIN & KASH
129 NORTH CENTRAL AVENUE
PARIS, IL 61944
Telephone: 217-465-4196
Fax: 217-466-1213

Notice of Public Meeting

On Monday, April 29 at 8:30 AM, a 
meeting conducted by Paris Unit 
4 will take place at 300 S. Eads 
Ave. Building C.  The purpose of 
this meeting will be to discuss 
the district’s plans for providing 
special education services to stu-
dents with disabilities who attend 
private schools and home schools 
within the district for the 2019-20 
school year.  If you are the parent 
of a home-schooled student who 
has been or may be identified with 
a disability and you reside within 
the boundaries of Paris Unit 4, 
you are urged to attend.  If you 
have further questions pertaining 
to this meeting, please contact 
Danette Young at 217-465-5391.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Notice of Proposed Tariff Changes
Electric Service 

Schedule Ill. C. C. No. 1 

To the Electric Patrons of 
Ameren Illinois Company d/b/a 
Ameren Illinois:

Ameren Illinois (or Company) 
hereby gives notice to the 
public that on April 1, 2019, it 
filed with the Illinois Commerce 
Commission (ICC or Commission) 
evidence (direct testimony) 
regarding the reconciliation 

of revenues collected from its 
electric customers under the 
Company’s Hazardous Materials 
Adjustment Clause (HMAC) 
Rider, with actual and prudent 
associated costs from January 1, 
2018 through December 31, 2018.  
The HMAC Rider is applicable to 
Rate Zone III only (formerly Illinois 
Power Company d/b/a AmerenIP 
service territory).  This reconcil-
iation may result in changes to 
the Company’s rates and charges 
with respect to electric delivery 
services in the Company’s Rate 
Zone III service area in Illinois.  
The changes in rates and charges 
will take effect after hearings and 
after the Commission issues its 
final Order.

A copy of the evidence may be 
inspected at Ameren Illinois’ offic-
es located at 300 Liberty Street, 
Peoria, Illinois or online at www.
icc.illinois.gov/e-docket/.

All parties interested in this matter 
may obtain information with re-
spect thereto either directly from 
Ameren Illinois or by addressing 
the Chief Clerk of the Illinois 
Commerce Commission, 527 
East Capitol Avenue, Springfield, 
Illinois 62706.

AMEREN ILLINOIS COMPANY
d/b/a Ameren Illinois
By: Richard J. Mark, President

Notice of Public Meeting

On Monday, April 29, 2019 at 8:30 
AM, a meeting conducted by Paris 
95 and Paris 4 will take place at 
300 S Eads Ave, Building C.  The 
purpose of this meeting will be to 
discuss the district’s plans for pro-
viding special education services 
to students with disabilities who 
attend private schools and home 
schools within the district for the 
2018-2019 school year.  If you 
are a parent of a home-schooled 
student who has been or may be 
identified with a disability, and you 
reside within the boundaries of 
Paris 95 or Paris 4, you are urged 
to attend.  If you have further 
questions pertaining to this meet-
ing, please contact Danette Young 
at 217-465-5391 or Jeremy Larson 
at 217-465-8448.

BY JERRY NOWICKI 
Jnowicki@capitolnewsillinois.com

SPRINGFIELD – Rep-
resentatives of the Illinois 
Community College Board 
told a Senate appropriations 
committee Thursday, April 4, 
they were looking forward to 
a period of stability in higher 
education after weathering 
several years of state govern-
ment dysfunction. 

“I’m excited to come before 
you and not be talking about 
drastic budget cuts,” ICCB 
Executive Director Brian 
Durham told the committee, 
noting that community col-
leges have, “continued a rich 
history of student success,” 
despite, “the challenges and 
uncertainty of a prolonged 
budget impasse, and declin-
ing state support.”

The ICCB’s total request is 
level with Gov. J.B. Pritzker’s 
budget proposal, which in-
cludes approximately $388.5 
million from all funds. The 
total general revenue fund 
expenditures of $334 million 
represent an approximate 5 
percent increase from a year 
ago for the community col-
lege system, which serves 

more than 675,000 students 
at 48 institutions.

Durham touted the gov-
ernor’s proposal for adding 
$13.9 million into the system 
for community college oper-
ating grants and adult educa-
tion programs.  

“The governor’s investment 
in community colleges recog-
nizes that we are the largest 
provider of public workforce 
training in the state,” Durham 
said. 

The increase will be a first 
step in counteracting ill ef-
fects of the multiyear budget 
impasse which occurred un-
der former Republican Gov. 
Bruce Rauner, Durham said. 
He noted the state provides 
about 16 percent of commu-
nity college funding, per the 
latest available numbers, with 
property taxes and tuition 
making up approximately 42 
percent each. 

State Sen. Pat McGuire, 
a Crest Hill Democrat, said 
those contributions should 
each actually amount to one-
third of funding, per the origi-
nal parameters of community 
college funding. He asked 
what effect the disparities had 

on education. 
“We’ve seen tuition go up 

for one thing,” Durham said, 
adding colleges generally do 
all in their power to avoid tui-
tion hikes. 

Since 2004, ICCB repre-
sentatives said community 
college enrollment in the 
state has decreased by about 
21 percent, and the City Col-
leges of Chicago have seen en-
rollment decreases of about 
25 percent. Durham said en-
rollment of recent high school 
graduates grew slightly during 
that time, while adult enroll-
ment has decreased. 

Durham said despite en-
rollment decreases, college 
completion numbers for 
those obtaining an associate 
degree have grown, and Illi-
nois leads the nation in this 
category. 

Those numbers are im-
portant, Durham said, be-
cause nine of 10 students 
who graduate from a commu-
nity college with an associate 
degree remain in the state for 
employment, meaning the 
state’s investment goes even 
further. 

Part of the added funding 

for community colleges will 
go to development and ex-
pansion of apprenticeship 
programs, Durham said. 

“Community colleges 
actively partner with local 
communities and employers 
in development of new pro-
grams targeted to meet local 
workforce demands,” he said.

State Sen. Dale Righter, a 
Mattoon Republican, ques-
tioned a $13.2 million expen-
diture in the appropriation 
for equalization grants for 
City Colleges of Chicago that 
has been in place for several 
years to offset property tax 
caps. 

After some discussion, it 
was noted there’s $71.2 mil-
lion in Pritzker’s budget for 
equalization grants for com-
munity colleges across the 
rest of the state. 

Lawmakers and ICCB rep-
resentatives agreed to contin-
ue to discuss the formula used 
to administer these grants as 
well as the specialized fund-
ing for Chicago equalization. 

The committee hearing was 
subject matter, so no vote was 
taken on the bill, Senate Bill 
2188.

BY JERRY NOWICKI 
Jnowicki@capitolnewsillinois.com

SPRINGFIELD – Rep-
resentatives of the Uni-
versity of Illinois System 
made their official pitch 
Thursday, April 4,  for a 16 
percent budget increase to 
an Illinois Senate appropri-
ations committee.

The fiscal year 2020 op-
erating budget request is 
for $692.5 million, up from 
$594.6 million for fiscal 
year 2019. When adjusted 
for a 2.5 percent inflation 
rate, the number is slight-
ly below 2015 fiscal year 
levels and approximately 
$200 million below 2010 
funding, according to the 
university system budget 
presentation.  

University of Illinois 
President Tim Killeen said 
the funding would sup-
port critical needs, help 
expand student afford-
ability initiatives, and al-
low the university system 
to“maintain excellence of 
faculty and staff. He said 
it would also help recruit 
new professors, as faculty 
grew by 2 percent while 
enrollment grew by 9 per-
cent in recent years. 

Republican state Sen. 
Dan McConchie, of Haw-
thorn Woods, asked if any 
of the funding increase 
– which is the largest 
percentage of any of the 
state’s university systems 
– would go to help mid-
dle-class students with 
high ACT scores obtain 
financial aid.

Killeen said one-tenth, 
or $10 million of the addi-
tional request, is, “almost 
targeted on exactly that is-
sue.” He said the AIM High 
program enacted under the 
last fiscal year budget helps 
state universities retain Illi-
nois’ brightest students as 
well, and funding for that 
program is increased by 40 
percent in Gov. J.B. Pritz-
ker’s budget. 

McConchie asked why 
$69 million of the added 
funding was going to fac-
ulty, and UI System Exec-
utive Vice President Barb 
Wilson said it is because 
enrollment has grown at a 
quicker pace than faculty. 

McConchie questioned 

BY GRANT MORGAN
gmorgan@capitolnewsillinois.com

SPRINGFIELD – Dick 
Durbin wants to scrap the Elec-
toral College system of electing 
the country’s president.

Durbin, one of Illinois’ two 
U.S. senators, joined fellow 
Democratic Sens. Brian Schatz 
of Hawaii, Dianne Feinstein 
of California and Kirsten Gil-
librand of New York in an-
nouncing the push for a consti-
tutional amendment to abolish 
the Electoral College. 

The amendment takes the 
form of a Senate Joint Res-
olution, which needs two-
thirds majorities in both the 
House and Senate to be sent 
to states, where approval from 
three-quarters of legislatures is 
required for ratification.

The amendment would 
scrap the Electoral College, 
which the senators call undem-
ocratic, in favor of direct elec-
tion of the U.S. president by 
popular vote.

“The Electoral College is a 
relic from a shameful period 
in our nation’s history,” Durbin 
wrote in a news release, “and al-
lows some votes to carry great-
er weight than others.

“A handful of states now 
determine the leader for all 50 
states, regardless of each candi-
date’s final vote tally.” 

Durbin mentioned the two 
times in the past 20 years that a 
president won the popular vote 
but lost the election.  

Both losing candidates were 
Democrats – Al Gore in 2000 
and Hillary Clinton in 2016. 

A federal constitution-
al amendment eliminating 
the Electoral College is but 
one way Illinois is looking to 
change the way to elect a pres-
ident.

Another plan would bypass, 
rather than eliminate, the Elec-
toral College through a multi-
state compact, which Illinois 
joined in 2008 under former 
Gov. Rod Blagojevich’s admin-
istration. 

Each state in the compact 
would award all of its Electoral 
College votes to the winner of 
the national popular vote. 

But for the compact to take 
effect, enough states must join 
to push their cumulative Elec-
toral College voting power 
over the 270-vote threshold 
required to win the presidency. 

In March, Democratic Gov. 
John Carney made Delaware 
the 13th state along with 
Washington, D.C., to join the 
national popular vote compact, 
pushing the group’s total vot-
ing power to 184. 

In Tuesday’s news release, 
Durbin referenced the com-
pact as another method of 
getting rid of the Electoral Col-
lege. 

“A ZIP code should not si-
lence some voters while am-
plifying others,” the release 
said. “This constitutional 
amendment would address 
this inequality by abolishing 
the outdated Electoral College 
system.” 

Some Illinois lawmakers are 
moving in the opposite direc-
tion. 

In February, state GOP Rep. 
Tim Butler, of Springfield, in-
troduced legislation to change 
the system so that all the state’s 
Electoral College votes do not 
go to the same candidate. 

That bill was sent back to 
committee, however, and is 
unlikely to receive further con-
sideration. 

A president losing the na-
tional popular vote but win-
ning the presidency has hap-
pened only three other times 
in U.S. history: John Quincy 
Adams in 1824, Rutherford B. 
Hayes in 1876, and Benjamin 
Harrison in 1888.

Sen. Durbin calls for end of Electoral College
4 senators want 
president elections 
decided by popular 
vote

Community colleges ‘excited’ about 
anticipated post-impasse stability

U of I pitches 
funding increase

why salaries in the UI System 
were markedly above any oth-
er institution in the state, with 
the average salary at $146,000 
at the Urbana-Cham-
paign campus, $145,000 at 
UI-Chicago and $115,000 at 
UI-Springfield. He said Chi-
cago State University has an 
$80,000 average. 

Killeen defended the salary 
program and said it should 
be compared to other flag-
ship programs, calling the UI 
System middle of the pack in 
this area for salaries offered. 
He added that expert faculty 
helps the university bring in 
a billion dollars of research 
grants. 

State Sen. Chapin Rose, a 
Mahomet Republican, asked 
Killeen about the universi-
ty system’s stance on Pritz-
ker’s proposed extension of 
the pension payment ramp 
to free up money this fiscal 
year for added investment in 
programs such as education. 

Killeen said the university 
is aware of state fiscal issues 
and has several experts on 
staff who would be happy to 
give input on solving them, 
but he said diminishing the 
state investment in higher ed-
ucation would be, “strangling 
the golden goose,” that can 
help build a tax base. 

“You talk about strangling 
the golden goose,” Rose said. 
“Skipping pension payments 
has strangled the whole state 
of Illinois.” 

UI officials did not give a 
stance on the pension plan, 
but said the university has a 
team working on this issue. 

The UI representatives esti-
mated the system’s statewide 
economic impact at $17.5 
billion, with annual contri-
butions of 171,342 jobs, a 6.4 
taxpayer return on investment 
and a 2.2 percent contribu-
tion to the state’s gross do-
mestic product. 

The Urbana-Champaign 
campus enrolls 31 percent of 
public higher education stu-
dents in the state, while UIC 
enrolls 19 percent and UIS 
enrolls 2 percent. 

The presentation docu-
ment shows 93 percent of 
UIC undergraduates stay in Il-
linois for employment, while 
89 percent of UIS students do 
and 66 percent of UIUC grad-
uates remain in the state. 
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BRIEFLY
Illini officials 
project 100K 
profit in stadium 
beer sales

CHAMPAIGN, Ill. (AP) — 
The decision to sell beer in 
general seating areas during 
University of Illinois football 
and basketball home games 
could net the school over 
$100,000 in the first year, 
school athletics officials said.

UI officials announced 
Tuesday that beer can be 
purchased at several stands 
around Memorial Stadium 
starting this fall. Alcoholic 
beverages will continue to 
be sold in premium seating 
areas.

Marty Kaufmann, UI’s 
senior associate athletic 
director, notes overhead costs 
will likely lower initial profits, 
the News-Gazette reported.

He also believes the reve-
nue growth should come from 
attracting more fans into the 
stadiums.

“We want more people who 
have tickets to come into the 
stadium and stay longer,” he 
said. “Hopefully, we’ll have a 
better environment, which 
helps us win more games.”

Selling beer in the stadium 
could also deter binge 
drinking during tailgating and 
discourage fans from smug-
gling beer inside, Kaufmann 
said. Nonetheless, a share of 
revenue from beer sales will 
pay for additional security at 
games.

Beer sales have expanded 
in college sports, with over 
50 of the 129 schools that 
compete at the highest level 
of the NCAA’s Division I — the 
Football Bowl Subdivision — 
now selling it. Illinois joins five 
other Big Ten schools that 
intend to sell beer in stadiums 
this fall.

Beer could be on sale as 
early as the last three home 
games of this year’s Illini 
baseball season.

Boeing dealing 
with second 
software problem

Boeing has found another 
software issue that needs 
fixing on its 737 Max jets, and 
the discovery explains why 
the aircraft maker is delaying 
its schedule for getting the 
planes back in the air.

A Boeing spokesman on 
Friday called it a relatively 
minor issue and said the 
plane maker already has a fix 
in the works.

The spokesman, Charles 
Bickers, said the latest issue 
is not part of flight-control 
software that Boeing has 
been working to upgrade for 
months.

That software, known by its 
acronym MCAS, is suspected 
in two recent deadly crashes 
in Indonesia and Ethiopia that 
led regulators to ground the 
plane worldwide last month.

Man pleads guilty 
to setting fire that 
killed two boys

KANKAKEE, Ill. (AP) — A 
man who told police he was 
upset that a landlord didn’t 
return his security deposit 
has pleaded guilty to setting 
a fire that killed two boys in 
Illinois.

The Daily Journal reports 
that Alex Sawyer will be 
sentenced to 20 years to 
30 years in prison after his 
guilty plea Thursday. A fire in 
Kankakee killed 4-year-old 
Justice Stewart and 2-year-
old JuShaun Watson in 2016. 
They were brothers.

Their mother, Crystal 
Ward, says she favored a deal 
instead of a trial because 
she didn’t want any chance 
for Sawyer to be acquitted. 
Prosecutor Joe Kosman says 
the deal means the family 
won’t have to relive that awful 
day in court.

The family was in a 
second-floor apartment when 
the fire broke out. Kosman 
says the 64-year-old Sawyer 
was upset  the building owner 
didn’t return his $550 securi-
ty deposit from years ago.

BY REBECCA ANZEL
ranzel@capitolnewsillinois.com

SPRINGFIELD — A coa-
lition of interest groups want 
citizens, rather than lawmak-
ers, to decide the boundaries of 
their own political districts.

CHANGE Illinois — the 
Coalition for Honest and 
New Government Ethics — 
is pushing for an indepen-
dent, transparent process that 
would draw Illinois’ political 
maps in a way that ensures 
communities are fully and 
fairly represented, according 
to a news release.

It is a reform the group 
has been working toward 
since 2012 and requires a 
constitutional amendment 
to change.

The state’s governing doc-
ument gives the General 
Assembly the power to de-
termine, and the governor to 
approve, political districts that 
per the constitytion are, “com-
pact, contiguous and substan-
tially equal in population.” But 
the process is often compli-
cated and favors the party in 

power.
The coalition invited two 

members of California’s redis-
tricting commission, a body 
that achieved what CHANGE 
Illinois hopes to explain how 
their efforts impacted that 
state’s elections and legislators.

Gil Ontai, a Republican, 
and Jeanne Raya, a Democrat, 
both travel across the coun-
try — to Maryland, North 
Carolina, Pennsylvania, Texas 
and Virginia, to name a few 
state — speaking about their 
role in California’s most recent 
map-drawing process.

“What I keep hearing is peo-
ple are unhappy with the status 
quo,” Raya said. “They feel they 
are not being heard because 
they can’t elect the representa-
tives who will listen to them.”

Right around the most re-
cent U.S. Census a decade 
ago, California passed a cit-
izen-driven ballot initiative 
that transferred redistricting 
power from the legislature to a 
14-member, voter-staffed com-
mission. 

Five members were Repub-

licans, five were Democrats 
and the remaining four were 
from neither party. The entire 
group reflected the demo-
graphic and geographic diver-
sity of the state’s population.

California’s maps had not 
changed for the 20 years prior 
to the group’s appointment. 
“There were deals cut between 
the two parties,” Raya said, and 
districts were drawn to protect 
politicians and party interests.

“We came across some re-
ally bizarre maps prior to our 
engagement,” Ontai said.

After the commission re-
drew the political maps, the 
competitiveness of some dis-
tricts increased, majority mi-
nority districts were created 
and more first-time state repre-
sentatives were elected.

Raya cited a study that 
found California districts were 
70 percent more competi-
tive than other districts in the 
country after remapping and 
said 10 elected offices were no 
longer assuredly safe. She add-
ed that in the 2012 election, 
the first after the newly-drawn 

maps were effective, the state 
gained 38 first-time lawmakers 
members.

The commission was not 
without its hurdles — it had 
only seven months to com-
plete its task; members had 
to balance their role and their 
professional and home lives; 
and they had to receive training 
on map-drawing.

That last point, although 
of some debate at first among 
California lawmakers and the 
public, was not as much of a 
concern for Raya.

“The same good citizens 
who chose to run for public 
office and serve in the legisla-
ture, I’m pretty sure, did not 
have mapping experience, re-
districting experience, when 
they came to the legislature,” 
she said.

California’s citizen commis-
sion, which is overseen by the 
state’s auditor general, is not 
exactly what CHANGE Illi-
nois is proposing. The group’s 
constitutional amendment 
would place redistricting un-
der the authority of the state’s 

Supreme Court. 
According to the proposal, 

the chief justice and most se-
nior justice “who is not elected 
from the same political party” 
would choose 16 Illinoisans to 
form a committee comprised 
of seven Democrats, seven 
Republicans and two indepen-
dents. 

The group’s actions would 
be transparent, just as those 
of California’s commission are 
— documents, meetings and 
materials would be available to 
the public.

One potential problem 
created by this effort is that it 
would require state Supreme 
Court justices to have po-
litical affiliations, which the 
Constitution currently does 
not do.

The coalition’s proposals 
are House Joint Resolution 
Constitutional Amendment 
15 and Senate Joint Resolution 
Constitutional Amendment 4. 
Both have bipartisan support, 
but have stalled in each cham-
ber’s gatekeeper committee 
since late January.

California’s good example
Two members of California’s new commission advise citizens seeking to redraw maps

LONG ROAD TO RECOVERY

Tiffany Blanchette/The Daily Journal

Isaiah Lundmark, 11, of Clifton, looks toward his mother, Carissa, as he does physical therapy at home on March 7, 2019, with 
therapist Brooks Stenoish, right, of Presence Home Care. Diagnosed with Lyme Disease in September 2017, Isaiah uses physi-
cal therapy to regain and maintain his strength.

Boy battles Lyme disease
BY KIERA ALLEN
The (Kankakee) Daily Journal

CLIFTON (AP) — The road to re-
covery for 11-year-old Isaiah Lundmark, 
of Clifton, has been the exact opposite of 
what his mom, Carissa, expected.

"Last year, we were hoping that he'd 
recover and bounce back and recover 
quickly. It's been a longer journey than 
we've anticipated. As time progressed, 
we held onto hope," Carissa said. Isaiah 
has moments of progress and regress.

Isaiah began exhibiting symptoms 
of Lyme disease, including fatigue, 
headaches and mild neck pain, in 
spring 2017, but officially was diag-
nosed later that year in September. 
When Isaiah was diagnosed, he started 
experiencing constant headaches with 
no relief, soreness in his legs, fatigue, 
stomach pains and light sensitivity — 
with little let up.

"We thought he could go back to 
school this year and unfortunately, (with 
Lyme disease) being an immune sup-
pressant disease, when he's exposed to 
germs, and around other people, it will 
increase his symptoms," Carissa said. 
Isaiah only lasted two weeks in the fifth-
grade last semester, because of the in-
creasing pain and head pressure.

The day before the Daily Journal met 
with Isaiah and Carissa for this story, 
the pain throughout his body wouldn't 
allow him to get out of bed. On the day 
of the interview, Isaiah sat in his living 

room with his mom, in seemingly better 
spirits, ready for physical therapy.

"Sometimes with kids it's hard be-
cause they seem strong, but a typical 
11-year-old would be able to run around 
for hours and get tired and get a drink of 
water — but they don't have to stop and 
rest because physically they can't do it," 
Brooks Steniosh said.

Steniosh is Isaiah's physical therapist 
through Presence Home Care. Together, 
Brooks and Isaiah focus on recuperating 
leg and core strength, as well as balance 
and coordination, so he won't feel physi-

cally limited from normal activities.
"We've had a tremendous amount of 

support," Carissa said.
With an online auction and fundraiser, 

Carissa hopes they'll raise about $20,000. 
That money will go toward intravenous 
treatment therapy for Isaiah, since there's 
no insurance for IV treatment.

Treatment protocols for Lyme disease 
can take up to months and even years. 
Carissa would like to see her son well 
way before that.

"I want to see him better and in 
school."

Tiffany Blanchette/The Daily Journal

Isaiah Lundmark, 11, of Clifton, does physical therapy at home on March 7, 2019, 
with therapist Brooks Stenoish, left, of Presence Home Care. Diagnosed with Lyme 
Disease in Sept. 2017, Isaiah uses physical therapy to regain and maintain his 
strength. 

BY REBECCA ANZEL
ranzel@capitolnewsillinois.com

SPRINGFIELD — The 
state’s environmental regula-
tory body was prevented from 
taking measures to address 
greenhouse gases in Illinois for 
more than 20 years.

That might soon end after 

the Senate voted Thursday to 
repeal 1998’s Kyoto Protocol 
Act, which specifically blocked 
the state from imposing cli-
mate-related standards for resi-
dential, commercial, industrial, 
electric utility and transporta-
tion industries. 

“This (1998 law) is basical-

ly...a gag rule for Illinois. This 
prevents us as a state from pro-
posing or doing anything as 
far as greenhouse gases,” said 
Sen. Laura Ellman, a Democrat 
from Naperville. Ellman was 
the lead sponsor on the bill to 
repeal the 1998 act, which was 
intended to prevent Illinois 

from taking any environmental 
control measures not mandat-
ed by the federal EPA.

Republican Sen. Jason Plum-
mer, from Edwardsville, ex-
pressed concern during floor 
debate Thursday that enacting 
rules regulating greenhouse 
gas emissions might negatively 

impact state industries and the 
economy.

Senate Bill 2140 passed the 
Senate by a party-line vote of 
36-to-16. The measure arrived 
Thursday in the House, and has 
been taken up by Rep. Robyn 
Gabel, a Democrat from Evan-
ston. 

Senate OKs bill that allows state EPA to combat greenhouse gases

BY PETER HANCOCK
phancock@capitolnewsillinois.com

SPRINGFIELD – The 
Illinois House on Tuesday 
passed a bill that would 
require all hospitals with 
emergency rooms to post 
information in a conspic-
uous place explaining how 
people can enroll in health 
insurance though the state’s 
online marketplace known 
as “Get Covered Illinois.”

That’s the marketplace 
where consumers in Illinois 
who meet certain qualifi-
cations can buy individual 
or family health coverage 
that is subsidized under the 
Affordable Care Act, also 
known as Obamacare.

“I am bringing this bill 
forward just because of 
the fact that under our new 
White House administra-
tion, there has been a lot of 
cuts in outreach in how to 
enroll in the Illinois insur-
ance marketplace, and just 
the insurance marketplace 
in general,” said Rep. Aaron 
Ortiz, a freshman Demo-
crat from Chicago and the 
chief sponsor of the bill.

Congress passed the Af-
fordable Care Act in 2010, 
over the strenuous objec-
tions of Republicans, with 
the goal of achieving nearly 
universal health care cov-
erage in the United States. 
The online marketplaces 
were designed to offer low-
cost coverage to individuals 
who earn too much money 
to qualify for Medicaid, but 
who either cannot afford 
or don’t have access to em-
ployer-based coverage.

In Illinois, nearly 
335,000 people purchased 
coverage through that sys-
tem in 2018, according to 
the American Journal of 
Managed Care.

The law also provides 
funding for various out-
reach efforts that provide 
information and assistance 
for people to sign up for the 
coverage.

The legislation, House 
Bill 3487, passed the House 
on a vote of 98-5. It now 
moves to the Senate.

House OK’s
bill to 
encourage 
insurance 


	A001 PP040619
	A002 PP040619
	A003 PP040619
	A004 PP040619
	A005 PP040619
	A006 PP040619
	A007 PP040619
	A008 PP040619
	A009 PP040619
	A010 PP040619
	A011 PP040619
	A012 PP040619
	B001 PP040619
	B002 PP040619
	B003 PP040619
	B004 PP040619
	B005 PP040619
	B006 PP040619
	B007 PP040619
	B008 PP040619
	B009 PP040619
	B010 PP040619
	B011 PP040619
	B012 PP040619

